
 

   

September 2026 

   

Lunarfins Board Meetings  
         are held every other month Sept. 10th if you want to attend  

contact Brion Saathoff at <brionsaathoff@icloud.com >  
before 7:00 PM.  

 

It will be a ZOOM Meeting  
 

If you have an item to bring before the board, 
contact any board member to get on the agenda. 

Lunarfins 

119 Circle Dr. 

Liverpool, TX 

77577 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83674642772?pwd=YUtDMkdGdkhzVHRleFdwrfgT0pWL1hTdz09 

ID: 836 7464 2772  Passcode: 076802 

 

September 15th — Walter Marti 

Walter Marti is an award-winning underwater filmmaker and videographer dedicated to        
revealing the hidden wonders of the ocean depths. With a filmmaking career spanning         
decades, Walter captures stunning, emotionally resonant marine footage that bridges the gap 
between artistic expression and environmental advocacy. His acclaimed work has been        
celebrated at many international film festivals and contests. Through his lens, Walter invites 
audiences to connect deeply with marine life and recognize the urgent importance of protecting 
our global oceans. Walter has extensive experience as a Black Water diver. He has entered   
several films in HUFF and is highly regarded as an accomplished underwater videographer and 
filmmaker. When not diving, he lives in Southern California.  
 

mailto:brionsaathoff@icloud.com
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83674642772?pwd=YUtDMkdGdkhzVHRleFdwT0pWL1hTdz09


 

 2 

Inside this Issue 

   2   Inside this issue 

 
 

   3   Events Calendar, Club Officers 

 
 

    4   Presidents Notes & Birthdays 

 
 

    5   Raffle Information & Winners  

 

     6   Meetings information  & Flower Garden Repairs  

 

    7,8  Scuba Poker  

 

           9  Mammoth Lake Project 

  10      Beach Party & Underwater Pumpkin Carving Contest 
 

  11  About Our Members — Paul Cater Deaton 

   

  12  About Our Members — Dennis Deavenport 
 

   13   National Ocean Service, NOAA   

  14  The Maldives Trip Flyer 

  15  WOW — New Shirts  

       16, 17 Celebration of Life for Rodney/PeeWee Dwire 

  18  Fling Trip with PeeWee Dwire 

  19  The Andrea Doria—"Mount Everest of shipwrecks"  
 
 

  20  (ACWAF) 

 

 

   21 Lunarfins Membership Form  

      

  22 You Should Have Been There — General Meeting  

 

  23 Dive Shops  

 

  
       

                   This’s Month Contributors  

P J Campagna, 
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https://www.foxnews.com/category/science/archaeology
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      Sept. 15th. — General Meeting — Walter Marti 

     Sept. 26th — Beach Party — P 10 

      Oct. 11th — Pumpkin Carving Contest — P 10 

      Oct. 20th. — General Meeting — Dennis  

  Deavenport 

     Oct. Bingo Night—TBA 

      Nov. 17th. — General Meeting — Scott Singleton 

     Dec. 5th. — Lunarfins Christmas Party 

     

    2027 

     

    Jan. 19th. — General Meeting —  Paul Schenk 

        ELECTED OFFICERS 
 
 

         President                  Brion Saathoff  

         Vice President     Ja Van Pruett 

         Secretary       Brandy Behanna 

         Treasurer     Cathy Strahan  

         Social Director     Open                             

                                        APPOINTED 

          Media Manager      Dennis Deavenport 

          Trip information      P J  Campagna 

         TGCC Representative     Tom Burns  

         Advisor                    Dennis Deavenport 

         Advisor        Kirk Leissner  

         Advisor        Mike Peters  

         Newsletter                   Ja Van Pruett         

         Website        Tom Burns    

Do you have 

any ideas for 

event or  

Topics for 

Speakers for 

2027?  

Please share 

them with 

any of  our            

officers. 

 

Membership 
2026 Membership are 

due Now 

 

If you are a retuning member 

you do not have to fill out a 

membership form. Unless you 

have changed your address, 

email address or phone number. 

Please bring the form to the next 

meeting or mail it in.  
 

Remember you can pay with a 

check which will be deposited 

once received, or you can Zelle  

it to Cathy Strahan 
 

Don’t forget to check your 

interest (s) and if you want to 

be included in the directory. 

 

Membership Application 

 

https://www.lunarfins.com/
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Lunarfins President’s Notes 

Hello Lunarfins, 

I hope everyone is well and made many memories this summer, as we move into the fall season 

we have lined up some social and dive events to provide opportunities for you to visit with old 
friends make new friends and do some diving while the water is still warm. We will be hosting 
the annual beach party at the Texas City Dike on September 269th and the annual pumpkin carving contest at 

Mammoth Lake on October the 11th, Cathy is organizing another Bingo social at Spring Creek BBQ in October 
details TBA. 

 

The new rash guards are here, they look awesome, we did order some extras so we would have some in stock, 
for those who we did not have your size no worries Cathy is working on another order. Please contact her or 

JaVan if you are looking for something in particular. 
 

Congratulations to my awesome dive buddy Dylan Huss on her 100th dive, She celebrated it at the FGBMNS 
on the MV Fling. We went for the Stetson Madracis coral spawn, it was an epic adventure, eleven dives in three 

days. We left the dock Thursday at 7:00 pm and socialized for the evening, A great group of friends were in 
attendance, Dennis, Andy, Dylan, Justin Wallace and Andre (our new friend from the Justin Wallace collec-
tion). Friday was two at Stetson 1, then the H1-474-A eight leg rig, then Stetson 3 afternoon and Stetson 3 night 

dive. Saturday was Stetson 3 then the H1-487 cutoff rig laying on its side (“awesome”, part of the rigs to reef       
program) then Stetson 2 and a Stetson 2 night dive, early Sunday morning we dove the Kraken, (a first for    
Dylan and I). 

 

And then we had a ceremony on the stern of the Fling over the Kraken so Andy could commit Pewee/ Captain 

Flys ashes to the deep and then we took his final dive with him on the Kraken, He will be missed, My dear 
friend Craig Beasley mentioned Pewee very eloquently in his HUPS presidents letter to us this month, if you 
are interested you can find it on the HUPS website, Thank you Craig,  

 

I have gained a lot of dive buddies this year and been able to spend a lot more time under the water thanks to 

Lunarfins, HUPS, CHUM, The MV Fling and Mammoth Lake Texas. 

 

 I would like to give a special shout out to the MV Fling And Mammoth Lake for consistently working hard on 
making the dive experiences better for all of us in the dive community. I was told the scuba poker event at 
Mammoth-Thunder bay was a lot of fun and that everyone made new friends and dive buddies. Thank you Kirk 

for leading it and Javan, Mike C, and Cathy for helping run it and thank everyone that attended. It is all of you 
and the great times that you have that make these things worth the effort. 
 

TTFN, 
 

                  Best Regards and happy diving, 
 
                              Brion Saathoff  ><:;> 

   Happy Birthday to you!   

May your day be filled with Happiness. 

   

  Billie Williams — Sept. 8th 

  Annette Hasbrook — Sept. 21st  
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Lunarfin’s Raffle — Let’s Make Some Money 

Lunarfins’s will be offering raffle items at meetings. Tickets will be very      

reasonable and the items raffled off will be interesting and worth having. Cathy 

Strahan, Ja Van Pruett Dwire and Dennis Deavenport have regularly donated for 

the Raffle. .Thank you. Judith Jackson for your donation. 
 

Each month will have at least one item to pick from and you will not know until 
you come and see what is being offered… Bring a little Mad Money to the meeting  
to help Lunarfins earn money for social events  If you have something you would 
like to donate please contact JaVan Pruett at <caladyfish@gmail.com>, she would 
love to hear from you.  

Mei Hwa Ferguson Bert Campanelli 

Christie Emerson 

Jessica Polito 
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Upcoming General  Meet ings —  Spring Greek Barbeque  

 

Tuesday,  Sept. 15th, and  Tuesday,  Oct.  20th. 
 

Be sure to check out their menu 

 

https://www.springcreekbarbeque.com/ 
 

2710 Gulf Fwy S, League City, TX 77573  

Come at 6 pm—and order,  6:30—announcements & social    

Speakers start at 7:00 pm  —will be a ZOOM presentation 

2710 Gulf Fwy S, League City, TX 77573  

Mooring Buoy Maintenance East and West Flower Garden Banks 
 
Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary divers recently performed some much-needed repairs and 
replacements to the fleet of mooring buoys in the sanctuary. Over four days, the team was able to successfully 
install three new u-bolt anchors, which were cemented into reef rock: two at East Flower Garden Bank and one 
at West Flower Garden Bank. While mooring buoys were not placed on these bolts at this time, they are ready 
for the next time the team is offshore. 

 

Read more from Notes from the Field: https://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/notes/2026/mooring-buoy-maintenance-east
-west-flower-garden-banks.html  

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fsanctuaries.noaa.gov%2Fnotes%2F2026%2Fmooring-buoy-maintenance-east-west-flower-garden-banks.html%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/1/010001a067e0bda0-4f1b43bf-c38d-4a9e-9c26-523ec5946238-000000/on3TW_
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fsanctuaries.noaa.gov%2Fnotes%2F2026%2Fmooring-buoy-maintenance-east-west-flower-garden-banks.html%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/2/010001a067e0bda0-4f1b43bf-c38d-4a9e-9c26-523ec5946238-000000/z1aMIn
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fsanctuaries.noaa.gov%2Fnotes%2F2026%2Fmooring-buoy-maintenance-east-west-flower-garden-banks.html%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/2/010001a067e0bda0-4f1b43bf-c38d-4a9e-9c26-523ec5946238-000000/z1aMIn
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Bobby Crismyre –         
1st place 

Kamrau 

Bhattchanga-2nd 

Heart Flush   

Alex Paraduro            
2-10’s 

Bill Todd—2 K’s 

Dave Pichler-3 6’s James Wheaton—
2 Q’s 

Cathy Strahan  —      
3 7’s 

Craig Gross –2 A’s  

Monica Mah 2-7’s 

Rick Heiman        $$ -
50/50 winner of $23

 
Total to ACWA $237 
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Our goal is simple: 

More opportunities to dive 

Better facilities 

More to explore 

A stronger dive community 

And an even better Mammoth experience. 
 

And yes — THE LAKE WILL REMAIN OPEN FOR DIVING! 
There may be temporary access restrictions around active work areas, so please pay attention 
to signs and instructions when you arrive. Reservations will continue to be required. 
Some of what we're working on you'll see immediately. 
Some of it might take a little longer. 

And maybe... just maybe... we're not going to tell you everything yet.  

 
 

Thank you to everyone who continues to dive with us, train with us, bring students to       
Mammoth, tell their friends about the lake, and support what we're building. 
We're not finished. 
In fact... 
 

WE'RE JUST GETTING STARTED. 
Mammoth Lake Texas 
Texas Sized Diving. Mammoth Sized Adventure. 

Starting Sunday, September 6, we're kicking off 
the next round of expansion projects at Mammoth 
Lake Texas! 

 

Over the next month, you'll see equipment moving, 
dirt flying, projects taking shape, and a few areas 
around the lake looking a little different. 

 

Why? 
 

Because we're continuing to invest in Mammoth and 
in the divers, instructors, dive shops, public safety 
teams, students, clubs, and families who make this 
place what it is. 
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Last Minute Lunarfins News, ect.  

Sept. 26th @ 10:00AM      

Beach Party— Texas City Dike  

One final note do not forget to mark your calendars for our annual end of the summer beach party on  

September the 26th at the Texas City Dike. It is always a fun social and if you bring a boogie board 

there is some decent body surfing after the large ships pass by in the distance. Lunarfin’s is supplying 

water, drinks & lunch. Don’t forget to bring your chairs, umbrellas', sun screen. 

 



 

 11 

. 
Paul Cater Deaton 

For someone who has been on more missions to space than all 
but one other astronaut (they’re tied at seven), Jerry Ross is 
pretty down to earth. We had lunch together earlier this week 
after an interview for a magazine article I’m working on. He’s a 
really good guy.  

 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/8/31/global-coral-reef-
coverage-risks-irreversible-decline-new-report-warns?
fbclid=IwY2xjawUHyUVwZG9mAWV4dG4DYWVtAjExAHNyd
GMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7FloJ-
eWAZS33dd-
0zWorJFFQ8gLcdoL3A5z7UJmQF451AE-
jkjeaNcT7RBAw_aem_gyXVu2ss_vGqEH_i7JtZtQ 

Global coral reef coverage risks irreversible decline, new report warns 

Coral reefs make up just 1 percent of ocean coverage, but host a quarter of all life in the sea. 

Damn, that guy was good.  

I got to see Tim Curry perform at Armadillo 
World Headquarters a little after Rocky 
Horror came out. He was promoting his al-
bum "Read My Lips" and didn't do anything 
from Rocky, even though everyone was 
screaming for it. He did his own thing, una-
pologetically, and that's one of many rea-
sons that he earned my respect as an artist.  

We did a pretty respectable job of Rocky 
Horror Show at the Pistarckle Theater, on 
St. Thomas. I played the arch enemy, Dr. 
Von Scott to Elgin Gordon's Frank N 
Furter.  

Paul Cater Deaton  

https://www.facebook.com/ArmadilloWorldHeadquarters?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZglq3rl0i5FztWx-1mP3fJP08lBDd2e-l0DZEQ7VbkDvQEdBNDq4V1lcfO4g1bRvZbOhc-Z48BHTpYU3iXKmvXHAJpWt0FkOBwg6Q2oGJ-8mtW6QS5wlZ3LKTvVrp6ZxO6vGXK9eKAvTHe1h5iZ5n9LJM7bH6obnt5gHnhcUKJAXf_s2M6xB3k&__tn__=R
https://www.facebook.com/ArmadilloWorldHeadquarters?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZglq3rl0i5FztWx-1mP3fJP08lBDd2e-l0DZEQ7VbkDvQEdBNDq4V1lcfO4g1bRvZbOhc-Z48BHTpYU3iXKmvXHAJpWt0FkOBwg6Q2oGJ-8mtW6QS5wlZ3LKTvVrp6ZxO6vGXK9eKAvTHe1h5iZ5n9LJM7bH6obnt5gHnhcUKJAXf_s2M6xB3k&__tn__=R
https://www.facebook.com/PaulCaterDeaton?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxMDE2NTQ2NzcxMTU5MTc3OV8xNzE4NzU1NjM5MzgyNjU2&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZglq3rl0i5FztWx-1mP3fJP08lBDd2e-l0DZEQ7VbkDvQEdBNDq4V1lcfO4g1bRvZbOhc-Z48BHTpYU3iXKmvXHAJpWt0FkOBwg6Q2oGJ-8mtW6QS5wlZ3LKTvVrp6ZxO6vGXK
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 Dennis  Deavenport 
Last week on the Fling, 
we headed out to see the 
coral spawn event. The 
coral weren't in the 
mood and that part was 
a wash out. But later on 
one of the cut off rigs 
sunk at about 80 ft to the 
top, I saw several Bristle 
Worms taking up the 
spawning slack. It was 
cool. Andy  Lewis took 
the photo of me filming 
"Sex on the Rig"  
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National Ocean Service, NOAA  

 
Sanctuary Steward Spotlight 

 

Meet our Steward Spotlight, Rachel Bowman! Known as 
the "Lionfish Huntress," Bowman has helped remove 
thousands of invasive lionfish from Flower Garden Banks 
National Marine Sanctuary and founded Lionfish Invita-
tional Inc. to support removal trips and research. In 2024, 
she was named the sanctuary's Volunteer of the Year. 
 

Bowman also processes specimens, conducts dissections 
and tags fish so scientists can study lionfish movements 
and impacts on sanctuary reefs. Her efforts have supported 
numerous research projects while helping protect millions 
of native reef fish from predation. She also connects   
commercial fishermen, scientists and sanctuary managers, 

encouraging them to share information and work together.  

Citizen Science in the Sanctuary 

Due to the remote location of Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary, 
sanctuary staff are limited in how often they can visit and collect data. Citizen       
scientists can help us fill in the gaps by telling us about their visits, including general 
observations about the health of the reefs and the types of wildlife they see there. Be 
a citizen scientist today! 

Deep Diving and Innovation to Restore the Gulf's Mesophotic Corals 

 

Deep in the Gulf of America lies a vital but little-known habitat. In the "mesophotic" (middle light) zone are coral ecosystems that 
are essential to the Gulf’s food web. In 2010, the Deepwater Horizon oil spill injured extensive areas of this important environment. 
Today, scientists across federal agencies and partner organizations are working together to restore these foundational habitats. 

 

In the spring of 2026, a mission on board NOAA Ship Nancy Foster set out to achieve ambitious restoration goals. The team      
focused on planting propagated corals of species Swiftia exserta, Muricea pendula, and Thesea nivea, and collecting samples to  
better understand the seafloor and local water quality. Some of the corals were planted on new dome-shaped concrete structures. 
They were specially designed by Marine Applied Research and Exploration to support coral growth and provide habitat for other 
small marine animals. 

 

This mission saw the debut of the "coral torpedo," an invention by Chris Gardner, fisheries biologist with NOAA’s Southeast    
Fisheries Science Center. Designed with a streamlined shape, the "coral torpedo" travels quickly through the water column, acting 
much like the pneumatic tubes at a drive-through bank teller window to deliver precious coral cargo to the seafloor efficiently and 
safely. 

 

Read more: https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/deep-diving-and-innovation-restore-gulfs-mesophotic-corals 

Mesophotic Restoration in the Sanctuary 

Not all benthic areas in the Gulf were injured by the oil spill. Dozens of sampling trips by the DWH Trustees documented no      
evidence of exposure to DWH oil, dispersants, or disruptive responses within Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary. 
However, long-term monitoring studies within the sanctuary have provided crucial data to support Mesophotic and Deep Benthic 
communities restoration throughout the Gulf. By developing a better understanding of healthy, unimpacted habitat, experts can more 
effectively implement restoration and evaluate progress in impacted areas. Recent efforts to install deep mooring buoys, remove 
marine debris, and remove invasive species also provide additional protection to these habitats within the sanctuary.  

Mesophotic Habitats 

 

While the sanctuary is well known for the beautiful coral reefs perched atop East and West Flower Gar-

den Banks, these areas only account for a tiny fraction of the entire sanctuary. The majority of sanctuary 

habitats exist 130-725 feet (40-221 meters) beneath the waves in an area known as the mesophotic or 

"twilight" zone.  

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fsanctuaries.noaa.gov%2Finvolved%2F%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery%23stewardship/1/010001a01fbee71f-ca944e4f-cad4-4e23-aff2-c831fdf71f74-000000/pJL4is8qOfQ4eoOO4HLuRd-bYYtIKjDTV0LZEqbK1YM=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fsanctuaries.noaa.gov%2Fnews%2Fsep24%2Flionfish-invitationals.html%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/1/010001a01fbee71f-ca944e4f-cad4-4e23-aff2-c831fdf71f74-000000/fgyugqPwy_m8D3LGuW3AnFmmvXyYglsgAOfBs1
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fflowergarden.noaa.gov%2Finvolved%2Fvoy-24.html%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/1/010001a01fbee71f-ca944e4f-cad4-4e23-aff2-c831fdf71f74-000000/lKG5h1XDVCu1XCImVFJ7OA4E78jUbp1PzLsiohls3j4=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fflowergarden.noaa.gov%2Finvolved%2Fcitizenscience.html%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/1/010001a01fbee71f-ca944e4f-cad4-4e23-aff2-c831fdf71f74-000000/bn5zqalWDCerkMM6yYfKzSVLviL7ml1073R9q8jH0j8=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fflowergarden.noaa.gov%2Finvolved%2Fcitizenscience.html%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/2/010001a01fbee71f-ca944e4f-cad4-4e23-aff2-c831fdf71f74-000000/1erXB9W2BFIdhTWAejDaZ9a6SsfRcMH7h4wVhlw1ah8=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fflowergarden.noaa.gov%2Finvolved%2Fcitizenscience.html%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/2/010001a01fbee71f-ca944e4f-cad4-4e23-aff2-c831fdf71f74-000000/1erXB9W2BFIdhTWAejDaZ9a6SsfRcMH7h4wVhlw1ah8=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fisheries.noaa.gov%2Ffeature-story%2Fdeep-diving-and-innovation-restore-gulfs-mesophotic-corals%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/1/010001a043ead1d6-eb868a3e-a4d4-4aeb-8824-b67d54085289-000000/HMmN
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.omao.noaa.gov%2Fmarine-operations%2Fships%2Fnancy-foster%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/1/010001a043ead1d6-eb868a3e-a4d4-4aeb-8824-b67d54085289-000000/7r96Z2BPE3DulWwW38B7dmilDiEwZkeeOFZLnqaPA2c
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcoastalscience.noaa.gov%2Fnews%2Frestoration-milestone-scientists-deploy-coral-domes-in-the-gulf%2F%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/1/010001a043ead1d6-eb868a3e-a4d4-4aeb-8824-b67d54085289-000000/9PqW
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fmaregroup.org%2F%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/1/010001a043ead1d6-eb868a3e-a4d4-4aeb-8824-b67d54085289-000000/U9QXGiNiLzIIuIXgv9r6JaXSlBS59uSHSYsv6Kzm-jk=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fisheries.noaa.gov%2Ffeature-story%2Fdeep-diving-and-innovation-restore-gulfs-mesophotic-corals%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/2/010001a043ead1d6-eb868a3e-a4d4-4aeb-8824-b67d54085289-000000/q7PU
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fflowergarden.noaa.gov%2Fabout%2Fmdbc.html%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/1/010001a043ead1d6-eb868a3e-a4d4-4aeb-8824-b67d54085289-000000/XCnGPvpPamAeyvK9_xDfSEHaIwnCGpWYhNVJg5Hgx-Y=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fflowergarden.noaa.gov%2Fabout%2Fmdbc.html%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/2/010001a043ead1d6-eb868a3e-a4d4-4aeb-8824-b67d54085289-000000/EK67dV1rJQZ9lsWIvn17kE7V4xa6HLV-5-dyiYKXnSs=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fflowergarden.noaa.gov%2Fabout%2Fmdbc.html%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/2/010001a043ead1d6-eb868a3e-a4d4-4aeb-8824-b67d54085289-000000/EK67dV1rJQZ9lsWIvn17kE7V4xa6HLV-5-dyiYKXnSs=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fflowergarden.noaa.gov%2Fabout%2Fmesophotic.html%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/1/010001a043ead1d6-eb868a3e-a4d4-4aeb-8824-b67d54085289-000000/IRdLqMlrB7_vCFletW1c4sSKiUGZlKbAgH2-by38Rzs=452
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Our new Lunarfins shirts are in: 

You can pick them up at our next general meeting.  

Cathy, ordered a few extras. First come first serve. 

Cathy takes cash Venmo, Zelle, PayPal,  or check—

made out to Lunarfins.  
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. 
PeeWee’s Ocean Ashes Ceremony   

- Kraken Bow  

- Andre is our newest Lunarfins (I think) and HUPS 

member 

- I love the group selfie 

- Conditions were amazing 

- Dylan 100th dive! Also with a Camera (HUPS’in) 

Dylan 100th dive!  

Kraken Bow  
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Divers brave deadly 'Mount Everest of shipwrecks' 
as famed wreck breaks apart 

The Andrea Doria was the pride of postwar Italy. A glamorous trans-
atlantic ocean liner, she was a "floating art gallery" and a marvel of 
mid-century modern ..  
 
 

By Andrea Margolis Fox News 
Published September 3, 2026 12:20pm EDT                                                                         
                   

Some 240 feet beneath the ocean lies a shipwreck so dangerous and difficult to explore that divers have dubbed it the 

"Mount Everest of shipwrecks" — and it's right off the coast of the U.S. 

The wreck's depth and unforgiving conditions leave little room for error. "Even expert divers have had challenges," retired 

U.S. Coast Guard Capt. Aaron Davenport told Fox News Digital. Now, after 70 years beneath the Atlantic, the Andrea 

Doria itself is another   hazard as it continues to deteriorate. 

"The Andrea Doria is breaking apart. And [as] it’s moving around, things are falling," Davenport said. Longtime Andrea 
Doria explorer John Moyer, who has made over 100 dives to the wreck, said in a 2022 interview that divers have watched 
it "decay and fall apart." Speaking to dive magazine X-Ray Mag, Moyer said the steel hull was collapsing onto itself and 
described the wreck as being in its "final stage" of flattening. 
 

"It looks so dramatically different," Stockton Rush, the CEO of OceanGate, told the Associated Press. "When you look at 
the shape of the hull, it appears a lot has come off." 
 

The Andrea Doria had been sailing for just three years when she met her end at 11 PM on a foggy night and  was          
approximately 40 miles off the coast of Nantucket, Massachusetts, when she collided with another passenger liner, the 
Stockholm, in a fog bank.off the coast of Nantucket on June 25, 1956. She was carrying nearly 1,700 people, including 
passengers and crew, the Andrea Doria was on the last leg of a transatlantic journey that originated in Genoa, Italy.     
Generations of divers have made the dangerous dive to the wreck, leading to the Andrea Doria’s moniker, the “Mount  
Everest of shipwrecks.” New underwater sonar imaging of the wreck, however, shows that it has deteriorated far more 
than previously imagined. The underwater images were taken by an exploration company called OceanGate, which mans 
an underwater vehicle that allowed them to take detailed images of the abandoned hull. 
 

Forty-six of her passengers and crew were killed, including several families of Italian immigrants to the United States. 
Improvements since the sinking of the Titanic several decades before, particularly the quick responses of nearby ships, 
meant that the loss of life as a result of the crash was relatively small. 
 

The total casualty count on both the Stockholm and the Andrea Doria was just 51. Although crippled by the collision, the 
Stockholm was able to limp back to New York, with both its own passengers and many of the Andrea Doria’s. Hours after 
rescue operations   concluded, the Andrea Doria sank beneath the waves nearly 12 hours after the initial collision, at 10 
AM on June 26, 1956. 
 

Since that time, dozens of divers have attempted the 240-foot dive to the wreck. Although many expeditions have been 
successful, swift currents, poor weather, and the freezing New England waters have led 16 divers to their deaths instead. 
 

For this reason, underwater imaging company OceanGate sent its Cyclops 1 submersible to the wreck in order to capture 
updated images of the sunken ship – and what it found was shocking.  
 

Rush told the Associated Press that the images captured by the Cyclops indicate that the ship’s bow has broken off, some-
time in the last several years. Much of the ship is now unrecognizable due to decay.  

 

“When [the Andrea Doria] first went down, it was pristine and you went straight into the hull and through the windows,” 
Mr. Rush told the Boston Globe. “Now, it is harder to get inside and far more dangerous. Imagine it as a collapsing cave. 
Once the cave loses its basic structure, it deteriorates very quickly.” 
 
For more information: https://www.foxnews.com/travel/divers-brave-deadly-mount-everest-shipwrecks-famed-wreck-breaks-apart 

The Italian liner Andrea Doria sank after 
colliding with the Swedish liner Stockholm 
off Nantucket, Massachusetts, in July 1956.   

https://www.foxnews.com/person/m/andrea-margolis
https://www.foxnews.com/
https://www.foxnews.com/html-sitemap/2026/september/3
https://www.foxnews.com/category/science/archaeology
https://www.foxnews.com/category/travel/general/travel-safety
http://www.pbs.org/lostliners/andrea.html#top
http://www.msn.com/en-us/news/technology/explorers-to-explain-mission-to-andrea-doria-shipwreck/ar-AAgXEJm?ocid=ansmsnnews11
http://www.msn.com/en-us/news/technology/explorers-to-explain-mission-to-andrea-doria-shipwreck/ar-AAgXEJm?ocid=ansmsnnews11
https://www.csmonitor.com/World/Middle-East/2026/0827/six-months-iran-war-us-foreign-policy-israel-china-europe-korea
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2016/06/13/what-did-submarine-find-wreck-andrea-doria/OdVysge7n2t2xMZGH34W6O/story.html
http://www.oceangate.com/expeditions/andrea-doria-survey-2016.html
http://www.oceangate.com/expeditions/andrea-doria-survey-2016.html
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American Charitable Watersport Activities Foundation  

 

2026 Supporter Registration 

The “American Charitable Watersport Activities Foundation” (ACWA) was       

established by SCUBA divers on March 31, 2023.  ACWA is recognized by the 

IRS as a 501(c)(3) public non-profit charity.   Staffed by non-paid volunteers, 

ACWA’s administrative and donation support is provided annually by members 

of our community.   

Supporter Registration for the “American Charitable Watersport Activities  

Foundation” (ACWA) is open to Dive Clubs and Individuals who reside in the 

United States of America.  2026 registration is $20. 

 ACWA’s Donation Committee optional targets for 2026: 

o Sea Camp Scholarships 

o Houston Underwater Film Festival – Pay discounted ticket costs for Marine Biology or Film Study students to 

attend. Donation would go to cover the MATCH theater portion of each ticket, HUFF would no charge their portion of 

each ticket. 

o Adaptable 

o Turtle Conservation 
 

New “Supporters” need to complete this form to provide ACWA with contact and IRS reporting information.  To 

join as an individual (must be a certified scuba diver, or a member of a dive club) - fill out the application below.  

Please print legibly as e-mail addresses will be utilized to keep supporters abreast with the charity’s status 

and your name as identified below, used in any future donation reporting required by you or the IRS. 

 

Dive Club _______________________________________________    or 

 

Certifying Agency: _____________________________ C-Card Number: _________________________ 

 

Make Checks Payable To: ACWA, c/o Mark Leiserowitz, 5205 De Milo Dr., Houston, Texas 77092. 

Name: _____________________________________Phone / Cell Phone: ________________________ 

 

E-Mail: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Signature: ____________________________________________ Date: ________________________ 
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Directory          YES    or    NO         (Circle one) Volunteer Functions  Check any that interest you 

I would like my contact information published in the 
membership directory. Only those included in the 
directory will receive the Membership Directory. Ad-
dresses and phone numbers are Not distributed to 
any third party. Your monthly newsletter will be sent 
to the e-mail address(es) above, whether or not you 
elect to be included in the Directory. 

         Club President          Meeting technician 

         Vice President (pgms)          Board Member 

         Secretary          TGCC Representative 

         Treasurer          Membership 

         Social Director          Presenter 

         Trips & Training          Activity helper 

         Webmaster          Other 

         Newsletter editor          Other 

Individual Release Form 

In consideration of the acceptance of this application for membership in the Lunarfins Scuba Club. I, intending 
to be legally bound, hereby for myself, my heirs, executors, administrators, waive and release any and all rights 
and claims for damages I may have against the Lunarfins Scuba Club, its members, agents,  representatives, or 
assigns for any and all injuries suffered by me in any club event in which I may participate: 

Signature(s)     ____________________________________________________ Date     _____________________________________ 

                               ____________________________________________________                          _____________________________________ 

                               ____________________________________________________                          _____________________________________ 

                               ____________________________________________________                          _____________________________________ 

Please Check Membership Type 

             New                Fill out and sign the complete 
                                       application below. 
             Renewal                      
              
             No Changes to previous information provided 

DUES    
Individual       $25/year 
Last years members will pay a prorated fee $19.00 
Family              $35/year 
Last years members will pay a prorated fee $26.00 
Membership year:  January 1 – December 31 
New Applicants joining July 1 or later, ½ price 

 
Name 

Certification Information       (List highest certification only) 
                 Agency & Type                           Certification Number              Year 

    

    

    

    

Lunarfins Scuba Club Membership Application 
18515 Sandelford Drive, Katy, TX  77449 

Taking Dues Now! 
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Lunarfins 
18515 Sandelford Drive,  

Katy, TX  77449 

 
281-851-5206 

webeditor@lunarfins.com 
 

Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/687047211312336 

 

Website: 
https://www.lunarfins.com/ 

TGCC 
https://www.tgccdiving.org/ 

 

TPWD reefs:  
https://tpwd.texas.gov/

landwater/water/habitats/
artificial_reef/ 

 
 
 

mailto:webeditor@lunarfins.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/687047211312336
https://www.facebook.com/groups/687047211312336
https://www.lunarfins.com/
https://www.tgccdiving.org/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/landwater/water/habitats/artificial_reef/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/landwater/water/habitats/artificial_reef/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/landwater/water/habitats/artificial_reef/
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Gigglin’ Marlin Dive & Swim 
4502 Almeda Rd.  
Houston, TX 77004 
281-445-3483 
gigglinmarlin.com 
Please let them know you  
are a member of Lunarfins  

 
 
 
 

Maximum Scuba Houston 
2391 Gun Range Rd.  
League City, TX 77573 
832-820-9949 
 
9771 Long Point Rd.  
Houston, TX 77055 
832-993-2220 
If you are a member of Lunarfins  
You will get a 10% off. 
https://maximum-scuba.com/  

  
 
 

Oceanic Ventures 
5808 Newcastle Drive 
Houston, TX 77401 
713-523-3483 (dive) 
https://oceanicventures.com/  

Outside The Asylum 
2004 Mason Rd 
STE C-2 
Katy, TX 77450 
www.otadiving.com 
855-682-3483 
Please let them know you are a  
member of Lunarfins  

 
364 FM 1959 #D  
Houston, TX  
spacecitydivercenter.com/ 
Please let them know you are a 
member of Lunarfins for 

 

Texas Scuba Adventures 
 2309 Mechanic St. 
 Galveston, TX 77550 
 409-363-9641  
 https://texasscubaadventures.com/   

Dive Shops, etc. 

tel:2814453483
https://gigglinmarlin.com/
https://oceanicventures.com/contact/#directions
https://oceanicventures.com/contact/#directions
tel:7135233483
https://goo.gl/maps/5vfQLP5aWERddpYS7
https://goo.gl/maps/5vfQLP5aWERddpYS7
https://goo.gl/maps/5vfQLP5aWERddpYS7
https://otadiving.com/
https://www.google.com/search?q=texas+scuba+adventures&sca_esv=7d1141f8e74c7075&sxsrf=AHTn8zr9FOOrzA_uZkaPJeQL4OxIIlrLvg%3A1743008049656&ei=MTHkZ9HiJ8KD0PEPtpO90Ag&oq=texas&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiBXRleGFzKgIIADIKECMYgAQYJxiKBTIKECMYgAQYJxiKBTILEAAYgAQYkQIY

