
 

   

July 2026 

   

Lunarfins Board Meetings  
         are held every other month July 9th if you want to attend  

contact Brion Saathoff at <brionsaathoff@icloud.com >  
before 7:00 PM. on day of meeting to get the zoom access code. 

 

It will be a ZOOM Meeting  
 

If you have an item to bring before the board, 
contact any board member to get on the agenda. 

Lunarfins 

119 Circle Dr. 

Liverpool, TX 

77577 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83674642772?pwd=YUtDMkdGdkhzVHRleFdwrfgT0pWL1hTdz09 

ID: 836 7464 2772  Passcode: 076802 

 

July 21st — Valera Sakhuenke 

Valera Sakhnenko - A Canadian underwater cinematographer and explorer, Valera captures the profound 
and often-hidden stories of the deep. Through his YouTube channel, Diver's Lens, he blends an adventurous 
spirit with a meticulous eye for detail, documenting the striking beauty and complex survival of our oceans. 
Valera’s filmmaking goes beyond a visual record; it is an invitation to witness the silent dramas of the reef 
and the intricate cycles of life that sustain it. By sharing these intimate moments of nature’s resilience, he 
aims to inspire a deeper connection to our fragile underwater ecosystems and a collective commitment to 
their protection. 
 

The Tiny Wonders of Anilao" takes you into the hidden, magical world beneath the surface—where tiny 
creatures, many smaller than a grain of rice, dazzle with color, behavior, and mystery. From rare               
nudibranchs to camouflaged critters, the rich macro life of Anilao is not only beautiful but also vital to the 
health of the entire ocean. By showing their fragile beauty, this film is a quiet call to protect marine life—
because when the small things disappear, the big things soon follow. 

mailto:brionsaathoff@icloud.com
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83674642772?pwd=YUtDMkdGdkhzVHRleFdwT0pWL1hTdz09
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     Jul. 21st. — General Meeting — Valera Sakhnenko 

    Jul. ??? — Luncheon 

     Aug. 18th. — General Meeting — Chuck Noe 

     Aug. 30th. — Lunarfins Scuba Poker 

     Sept. 15th. — General Meeting — Walter Marti 

     Oct. 20th. — General Meeting — Dennis  

 Deavenport 

     Nov. 17th. — General Meeting — Scott Singleton 

     Dec. 6th. — Lunarfins Christmas Party 

     

    2027 

    Jan. 19th. — General Meeting —  Paul Schenk 

        ELECTED OFFICERS 
 
 

         President                  Brion Saathoff  

         Vice President     Ja Van Pruett 

         Secretary       Brandy Behanna 

         Treasurer     Cathy Strahan  

         Social Director     Open                             

 APPOINTED 

          Media Manager      Dennis Deavenport 

          Trip information      P J  Campagna 

         TGCC Representative     Tom Burns  

         Advisor                    Dennis Deavenport 

         Advisor        Kirk Leissner  

         Advisor        Mike Peters  

         Newsletter                   Ja Van Pruett         

         Website        Tom Burns    

Do you have 

any ideas for 

event or  

Topics for 

Speakers for 

2027?  

Please share 

them with 

any of  our            

officers. 

 

Membership 
2026 Membership are 

due Now 

 

If you are a retuning member 

you do not have to fill out a 

membership form. Unless you 

have changed your address, 

email address or phone number. 

Please bring the form to the next 

meeting or mail it in.  
 

Remember you can pay with a 

check which will be deposited 

once received, or you can Zelle  

it to Cathy Strahan 
 

Don’t forget to check your 

interest (s) and if you want to 

be included in the directory. 

 

Membership Application 

 

https://www.lunarfins.com/


 

 4 

Lunarfins President’s Notes 

Hello my Lunarfins family, 
 

I hope everyone is having a great summer and getting some travel, diving and family time in. 

Thank you Jessica Lee for your June presentation and bringing us up to speed on the progress of 

the SS United States and all the great information on the diving opportunities in the Destin, Ft. Walton Beach 

Florida. I am looking forward to making a trip over there to spend some quality time with Jess, Jeff and the 

mother ocean. We have been discussing a club trip to dive the SS United States when she is in her final resting 

place. 

We had a good turnout for the meeting; it was bit of a rough start when yours truly realized that I did not bring 

the laptop. Fortunately, Felix was very resourceful and managed to start the meeting with a cell phone. (thank 

you, Felix, you are awesome). 
 

The checkout dive at Thunder Bay - Mammoth Lake was great. It was windy enough to keep the temperature 

comfortable topside, the water was warm and vis was around 15 feet. We had quite a few members from 

CHUM that joined us. Thank you, Alex (V.P.) and Scott Leonard, for promoting it at CHUM, we made some 

new friends and visited with old friends. Our goal is to bring everyone together so we can get to know each  

other better, have more dive buddies, create more opportunities for people to dive and expand our sport along 

with promoting Marine Conservation. The mother ocean needs all the help she can get. 
 

Please welcome our friends and newest members Adam Hems and Ken Tamberg to the club. I have known 

them for a few years, and they are very active in diving and the diving community. 
 

I hope you can join us on July 21st at Spring Creek BBQ for a presentation from Valera Sakhuenke on Anilao. 

If you cannot attend in person we will also be on zoom. 
 

Our next diving event will be Kirk’s famous underwater scuba poker on August 30 at Mammoth mark your 

calendar and come out to dive and visit. 
 

Remember practice makes perfect or at least it helps make for better divers. I am still posting any dive          

opportunities on Facebook each month and anyone is welcome to to come out, I have been making new friends 

and finding great dive buddies from all over. We have a new buddy from this Saturdays dives and she drives 

all the way down from Porter.  

Please welcome Jessica L Polito, she is an EMT-P, CC-P, Jessica has only been diving a few months 

and already has over 70 dives. 

Keep your fins up and your kit wet. 

                                Brion Saathoff  ><:;> 

     

Ja Van Pruett Dwire — July 5th 

Pat Davis —July 21st 

Julie Leissner — July 30th 

 

   Happy Birthday to you!   

May your day be filled with Happiness. 
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Lunarfin’s Raffle — Let’s Make Some Money 

Lunarfins’s will be offering raffle items at meetings. Tickets will be very      

reasonable and the items raffled off will be interesting and worth having. Cathy 

Strahan, Ja Van Pruett Dwire and Dennis Deavenport have regularly donated for 

the Raffle. 
 

Each month will have at least one item to pick from and you will not know until 
you come and see what is being offered… Bring a little Mad Money to the meeting  
to help Lunarfins earn money for social events  If you have something you would 
like to donate please contact JaVan Pruett at <caladyfish@gmail.com>, she would 
love to hear from you.  

Paul Cater Deaton Bert Campanelli 
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Upcoming General  Meet ings —  Spring Greek Barbeque  

 

Tuesday,  July 21st, and  Tuesday,  Aug.  18th. 
 

Be sure to check out their menu 

 

https://www.springcreekbarbeque.com/ 
 

2710 Gulf Fwy S, League City, TX 77573  

Come at 6 pm—and order,  6:30—announcements & social    

Speakers start at 7:00 pm  —will be a ZOOM presentation 

2710 Gulf Fwy S, League City, TX 77573  

 

Public Webinar: Mesophotic and Deep Benthic Communities 
(MDBC) Restoration 

 
Date: Tuesday, July 14, 2026 

Time: 11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. CT  
Register for the webinar here.       

During the webinar, MBDC will share updates from the 2025 field                                                              

season, discuss ongoing restoration for 2026, and present how      

experts will be synthesizing data and samples to refine and effective  

Implement restoration strategies for the Gulf. Following these pre-  

sentations, will be an opportunity for questions. 

   

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov%2F2026%2F06%2Fjuly-14-public-webinar-mesophotic-and-deep-benthic-communities-restoration%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/1/0100019f2422bd29-2b19bbf1-9b9f-450d-89df-7
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov%2F2026%2F06%2Fjuly-14-public-webinar-mesophotic-and-deep-benthic-communities-restoration%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/1/0100019f2422bd29-2b19bbf1-9b9f-450d-89df-7
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Furi-edu.zoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregister%2FWN_664r0YQnSeeHSdqMXGQ7wg%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery%23%2Fregistration/1/0100019f2422bd29-2b19bbf1-9b9f-450d-89df-7282bf7d6395-000000/yBNlSkXv5TtXKaKtq_hvg
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Ken Tamberg  
 

Adam Hems 
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. 
Paul Cater Deaton 

The ocean has never been in such peril as it is today. This means that the planet, and our own survival, 
are also at risk. If there is no blue, there is no green. If we don’t get a handle on this very soon, it’s 
game over. So do something - anything - no matter how small. It’s better than nothing. Individually, 
we are but a drop in the ocean. Together, we ARE the ocean.  

June 10, 2026-This morning, I had the honor of being 
dockside to help Elissa set sail to represent  Galveston 
at America's 250th birthday party. Follow them at   
Galveston 250.  

https://www.facebook.com/Galveston250?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZB2uwVdz69IjSrpZ2jExPASEdZnjFzUTDZRSYvRkBl1PqZIYkQONM6w4rqVcYSWRSS6j9ft-3pOhNYr4cH-hQsDN7cCBps5YeuTBsGz1S4BKaivCy8IPAnGwUl6nrVZwrXG3mJ7lgG8HyxCGMKYkMUA-_a2FbTj94v2_FsGj5ZkDuJMwg4isGkTpQEDS2xFWc&__tn__=-%5
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. Paul Cater Deaton (Continued) 

Galveston is so cool. I shot the fireworks over Battleship Texas last night. The wonderful folks at Historic Gal-
veston Seaport were kind enough to invite me to shoot the event from their vantage point. Then today, NBC 
had our beautiful Elissa on for almost five minutes during their coverage of Sail 4th 250. They got some out-
standing shots of her with NYC in the background and reported that, at just under 150 years of age, she was 
the oldest tall ship at the event. This is proud moment for the Galveston Historical Foundation and our city on 
this quirky little island. Happy 4th, everyone.  

https://www.facebook.com/galvestonhistory?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZaPdLYIPUxmjCaxX3nKbBOvg8lFk-iUA--d9-G3sDhOauFdIG2CRfTnHqxWGbFwjbPEnIwKN5r1wkMvV-oofJtlUQSZ1oWHyc0UTI-x9QQ7W2eqpaLq8fbttHZ3JcTnruxf7-o9JeJMGtADpcuBiGYEOdZ81AVGspi_QCtQU3-ytnf9DOs276KuEeLg3y1LYxo&__tn__
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 Dennis  Deavenport 

Here we are, diving somewhere in Raja Ampat, Indonesia on the KLM Mari. Only 8 on the boat so lots of free-
dom to move around.  
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 Janavi Mahimtura Folmsbee (Artist) 

The ripple effect of art!!!! #Arrived at the gallery on the closing weekend of MAGIC WATER expecting an ordinary afternoon and 
instead walked into one of the most meaningful moments of the exhibition.  

 

A group of recent college graduates had gathered with sketchbooks and tablets in hand, spending hours with the work.  

 

Years of scuba diving, marine research, and time spent listening to the ocean have shaped my practice. To witness these underwater 
worlds touch others in ways I could never have imagined was deeply moving.  

 

The greatest gift an artist can receive is knowing that something they created had the power to inspire, to create real change, to shift 
perspective, to spark curiosity, or to leave a lasting impact on another person.  

 

Art matters because it has the ability to move us. And when we are moved, we pay attention. We care. We imagine new possibilities. 

 

I left feeling both touched and inspired.  

 

Scroll to see the artworks that resonated with these artists and the beautiful ways they responded.  

https://www.facebook.com/janavimfolmsbee?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZYEPUbqUENGXjzZKyGhJbDZgBPxTgYsRrKEMqaMAudNloUo1Nrx9JnJEtDrzxeBEbubmFzd6EPu8OgBjzds2GBX3ZbLLmf7U3G1fXUzZPsllIJAS_uvYKInaKvcrpEYiBAan-373D5dKBgQz4EuXRJS8nEGai35I5aWU_lSUl_t3YH0N0xhIXRLMMpEsEeRT8a2em2_ipV
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/arrived?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZYEPUbqUENGXjzZKyGhJbDZgBPxTgYsRrKEMqaMAudNloUo1Nrx9JnJEtDrzxeBEbubmFzd6EPu8OgBjzds2GBX3ZbLLmf7U3G1fXUzZPsllIJAS_uvYKInaKvcrpEYiBAan-373D5dKBgQz4EuXRJS8nEGai35I5aWU_lSUl_t3YH0N0xhIXRLMMpEsEeRT8a2em2_ipV
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Cindy Rueland 

Cindy and I enjoyed breakfast with space shuttle astronaut Steve Hawley today, 6/20/26, at ShuttleFest V in 
Cocoa Beach, FL.  

Steve operated the space shuttle robot arm to deploy the Hubble Space Telescope in 1990, while I supported 
the mission in Mission Control Center Houston.  

Enjoyed 

grandbaby 

Katelyn 

and     

Kristen  
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Brion Saathoff 
Micah Makenna and I had a great time Saturday. We started with a tour of the hyperbaric chamber 
that Moody Gardens just acquired (The other people in the picture are our dive safety officers.)Then 
we spent the rest of the day at the steampunk festival. Micah did not want to dress up but once we got 
there, he decided we would all go steampunk next year. There are a lot of great events in Galveston 
year-round.  
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Cathy  Strahan 

Pretty fun going down to Galveston beach a few days after some big storms! Love driving on the 
beach, I had to dodge some big pieces of driftwood but there was lots of it that washed up on shore 
and some creative folks making things on the beach with it.  
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Study Tracks Fish Movements for Better Fisheries Management 

Scientists are working to understand how fish use the banks and reefs of 
Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary, located 80 to 125 miles 
off the coasts of Texas and Louisiana. Current information is sparse, com-
promising efforts to effectively protect habitats that many fish, including 
commercially valuable species, depend on for their survival. 

The researchers developed a video that describes how they are using   
acoustic technology to track fish movements and study fish behavior. The 
video also shares some of the team’s findings to date. For example, the   
invasive red lionfish, gray snapper, and graysby all use the same habitat but 
at different times of the day, which may help decrease competition for important resources. 

Understanding how and when fish use different habitats is critical to informing management decisions. Project 
findings will help sanctuary managers design and implement measures that help protect commercial and      
recreational fisheries in the region. 

The project is funded by NCCOS and led by Texas A&M University. The video was produced by                
collaborators at Mississippi State University’s Marine Fish Ecology group. 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcoastalscience.noaa.gov%2Fnews%2Fstudy-tracks-fish-movements-for-better-fisheries-management-in-gulf-of-america-video%2F%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/1/0100019f00166ddf-4b49e8c7-53c5-4ca8-b4c5-856
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery%26v=gy5DK4yT8B0/1/0100019f00166ddf-4b49e8c7-53c5-4ca8-b4c5-856bfc09f308-000000/wCjJgeA1mXYc4mtDiTiL9nPqgMiTR8YK_U-KLfnCOxg=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcoastalscience.noaa.gov%2Fproject%2Fdetermining-habitat-requirements-and-connectivity-for-reef-fishes-in-the-gulf-of-america%2F%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/1/0100019f00166ddf-4b49e8c7-53c5-4ca8-b
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World-first catch: new shark species 

Sent in by Brion Saathoff 
 
A night dive to study wild sharks that can walk on land has  
surfaced with something even more rare – a species unknown to 
science. 
 
“New shark species don’t come along that often, and it’s most definitely 
the first one named after me,” said a surprised Dr Christine Dudgeon of 
the University of the Sunshine Coast about the metre-long specimen she 

caught by hand and carefully guided back to the study boat.  
 

Now officially called Dudgeon’s Walking Shark (Hemiscyllium dudg-
eonae), the nocturnal species found only in a tiny area off southeastern   
Papua New Guinea (PNG) was scientifically confirmed in a collaborative 
paper published overnight in an international journal. The UniSC-led   
research team was working in Milne Bay and nearby shallow waters last 
year to examine numbers of  endangered epaulette sharks. 
 

The sharks, which eat invertebrates off the sea floor and are not dangerous to humans, are famous for using all four fins as 
limbs to amble across reef flats at low tide. While a related species in the Great Barrier Reef is     relatively well studied, 
the global team focused on understanding the distribution of – and threats to – PNG epaulettes endemic to the tropical 
waters north of Australia. 
 

UniSC PhD student Jess Blakeway, lead author of the paper, was first to see the specimen in the boat’s lights as it was 
brought in by her supervisor, Senior Research Fellow Dr Dudgeon. 
 

“Straight away I recognised that the colour pattern was different from any of the other species I had worked with before,” 
Ms Blakeway said. “The first thing that stood out was the white dashes along its brown body. These dashes were quite 
different to the leopard-like spots we were expecting. 
 

“We put it in a tub with fresh seawater to give us time for measuring and blood and tissue sampling, and over the next two 
nights found another 11 individuals with the same patterning. 
 

“It wasn’t until genetic analysis of the samples back in Australia that we could confirm a new species. It’s exciting      
because this is the first new species described for the genus since 2013.” H. dudgeonae was named after renowned       
elasmobranch   geneticist and ecologist Dr Dudgeon, who has researched the genus (group of species) for more than two 
decades. The new species’ local name is kadedekedewa, which loosely translates to dog shark or lazy shark due to its 
slow, four-limbed gait. 
 

The findings immediately raised concerns about the new shark’s vulnerability due to its restricted home range, habitat 
degradation, fishing activity and climate change. 
 

“We hope to collect more data on our next research trip in October to help the International Union for Conservation of      
Nature (IUCN) Red List assess the species as vulnerable or endangered with extinction,” Ms Blakeway said. The research 
also revealed new information about the geographic distribution of two other epaulette species off the island of New 
Guinea. 
 

Survey methods included diving, snorkeling and reef walking to catch walking sharks by hand, with 70 dedicated surveys 
completed at 35 sites in 15 locations. 
 

Co-authors included PhD supervisors Professor Kathy Townsend of UniSC and Dr Mark Erdmann of Rewild and the       
California Academy of Sciences, and collaborators Dr Gerald Allen of the Western Australian Museum and Conservation 
International, Max Teliwa of PNG’s Milne Bay Provincial Fisheries, Julie Waranaka of the University of Papua New 
Guinea, and William Brooks of San Francisco. 
 

Ms Blakeway said the research also changed the understanding of where walking sharks can be found. “Previously, it was 
thought that each species had distinct habitat barriers such as rivers or deep water. Now we know that distributions in 
eastern PNG overlap, though species do not co-occur. 
 

“The new species is the 10th in the PNG epaulette genus (group of species). Five are already listed as threatened with      
extinction on the IUCN Red List under criterion B (which relates to their restricted geographic range) – a criterion that 
only applies to three percent of all sharks.” 
 

The research received funding from Conservation International (WM Brooks grants), Australia Pacific Science Founda-
tion, Shark Foundation and the VanDyson Marine Fund. 

https://media-comms.usc.edu.au/ch/102347/1bp5f/1424/5rlK24CIZLlwWOnDGSlSWCds9CE0I0.HnMgDY11S.html
https://media-comms.usc.edu.au/ch/102347/1bp5f/1456/5rlK24CIZLlwWOnDGSlSbLrrN4xrtVX0iGDwmbTt.html
https://media-comms.usc.edu.au/ch/102347/1bp5f/1456/5rlK24CIZLlwWOnDGSlSbLrrN4xrtVX0iGDwmbTt.html
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      I 

Sunday June 28th—10:30 to 4:00  ALL CLUBS were invited  
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National Ocean Service, NOAA  

2026 Get Into Your Sanctuary Photo Contest 

Celebrate the beauty, wonder, and diversity of America's national marine 
sanctuaries through your lens! 

NOAA’s Office of National Marine Sanctuaries is opening the 2026 Get Into Your Sanctuary Photo 
Contest, inviting photographers, divers, boaters, surfers, paddlers, beachgoers, students, scientists, 
and coastal communities to share images from national marine sanctuaries and other ocean and 
Great Lakes places. 

This year’s contest introduces four new categories. The photo contest runs through Labor 
Day, September 7, 2026, making it a great summer opportunity for anyone exploring the coast, Great 
Lakes, or national marine sanctuaries to share their perspective.  

Show the world what the ocean and Great Lakes mean to you. 

• Life in Motion challenges photographers to capture natural wildlife behavior, from feeding and 
hunting to schooling, caregiving, and symbiotic relationships. 

• Sanctuaries and You highlights the ways people experience sanctuaries through diving,      
boating, paddling, research, education, and everyday moments on or near the water. 

• The Water’s Edge explores the boundary where land and sea meet, including shorelines,     
tidepools, coastal landscapes, and split-level perspectives. 

• Ripples From the Past focuses on maritime heritage, including shipwrecks, aircraft, lighthouses, 
historic bridges, and cultural landmarks. 
 

Winning photographs will be announced in October 2026. Winning photos reveal a moment of 
connection, behavior, or wonder in a way that feels both visually compelling and authentic to the 
natural world. As you prepare your entry, keep these qualities in mind. Here’s what our judges are 
looking for: 

• Strong composition and lighting 

• Unique perspective or subject 

• Storytelling or emotional impact 
Adherence to responsible photography practices 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fsanctuaries.noaa.gov%2Fphoto-contest.html%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/1/0100019e754e8578-f0f0a651-770e-4fbf-b382-010ead425661-000000/KQSJHUlZpYSWhlbVGdFsOrBU2ySa8L_oBnBQE9mBPhY=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fsanctuaries.noaa.gov%2Fphoto-contest.html%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/2/0100019e754e8578-f0f0a651-770e-4fbf-b382-010ead425661-000000/KItEVZ_kudLXOodYvv8z52ZrTIr6jWVQI69q-fbDf28=452


 

 19 



 

 20 

American Charitable Watersport Activities Foundation  

 

2026 Supporter Registration 

The “American Charitable Watersport Activities Foundation” (ACWA) was       

established by SCUBA divers on March 31, 2023.  ACWA is recognized by the 

IRS as a 501(c)(3) public non-profit charity.   Staffed by non-paid volunteers, 

ACWA’s administrative and donation support is provided annually by members 

of our community.   

Supporter Registration for the “American Charitable Watersport Activities  

Foundation” (ACWA) is open to Dive Clubs and Individuals who reside in the 

United States of America.  2026 registration is $20. 

 ACWA’s Donation Committee optional targets for 2026: 

o Sea Camp Scholarships 

o Houston Underwater Film Festival – Pay discounted ticket costs for Marine Biology or Film Study students to 

attend. Donation would go to cover the MATCH theater portion of each ticket, HUFF would no charge their portion of 

each ticket. 

o Adaptable 

o Turtle Conservation 
 

New “Supporters” need to complete this form to provide ACWA with contact and IRS reporting information.  To 

join as an individual (must be a certified scuba diver, or a member of a dive club) - fill out the application below.  

Please print legibly as e-mail addresses will be utilized to keep supporters abreast with the charity’s status 

and your name as identified below, used in any future donation reporting required by you or the IRS. 

 

Dive Club _______________________________________________    or 

 

Certifying Agency: _____________________________ C-Card Number: _________________________ 

 

Make Checks Payable To: ACWA, c/o Mark Leiserowitz, 5205 De Milo Dr., Houston, Texas 77092. 

Name: _____________________________________Phone / Cell Phone: ________________________ 

 

E-Mail: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Signature: ____________________________________________ Date: ________________________ 
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Directory          YES    or    NO         (Circle one) Volunteer Functions  Check any that interest you 

I would like my contact information published in the 
membership directory. Only those included in the 
directory will receive the Membership Directory. Ad-
dresses and phone numbers are Not distributed to 
any third party. Your monthly newsletter will be sent 
to the e-mail address(es) above, whether or not you 
elect to be included in the Directory. 

         Club President          Meeting technician 

         Vice President (pgms)          Board Member 

         Secretary          TGCC Representative 

         Treasurer          Membership 

         Social Director          Presenter 

         Trips & Training          Activity helper 

         Webmaster          Other 

         Newsletter editor          Other 

Individual Release Form 

In consideration of the acceptance of this application for membership in the Lunarfins Scuba Club. I, intending 
to be legally bound, hereby for myself, my heirs, executors, administrators, waive and release any and all rights 
and claims for damages I may have against the Lunarfins Scuba Club, its members, agents,  representatives, or 
assigns for any and all injuries suffered by me in any club event in which I may participate: 

Signature(s)     ____________________________________________________ Date     _____________________________________ 

                               ____________________________________________________                          _____________________________________ 

                               ____________________________________________________                          _____________________________________ 

                               ____________________________________________________                          _____________________________________ 

Please Check Membership Type 

             New                Fill out and sign the complete 
                                       application below. 
             Renewal                      
              
             No Changes to previous information provided 

DUES    
Individual       $25/year 
Last years members will pay a prorated fee $19.00 
Family              $35/year 
Last years members will pay a prorated fee $26.00 
Membership year:  January 1 – December 31 
New Applicants joining July 1 or later, ½ price 

 
Name 

Certification Information       (List highest certification only) 
                 Agency & Type                           Certification Number              Year 

    

    

    

    

Lunarfins Scuba Club Membership Application 
18515 Sandelford Drive, Katy, TX  77449 

Taking Dues Now! 
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Lunarfins 
18515 Sandelford Drive,  

Katy, TX  77449 

 
281-851-5206 

webeditor@lunarfins.com 
 

Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/687047211312336 

 

Website: 
https://www.lunarfins.com/ 

TGCC 
https://www.tgccdiving.org/ 

 

TPWD reefs:  
https://tpwd.texas.gov/

landwater/water/habitats/
artificial_reef/ 

 
 
 

mailto:webeditor@lunarfins.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/687047211312336
https://www.facebook.com/groups/687047211312336
https://www.lunarfins.com/
https://www.tgccdiving.org/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/landwater/water/habitats/artificial_reef/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/landwater/water/habitats/artificial_reef/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/landwater/water/habitats/artificial_reef/
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Don Reece Obituary 

 

Sent in by Billie Williams 
 
February 1, 1942 - June 14, 2026 
Celebration of Life will be held on June 30, 2026, at 11:00 a.m. at First 
Baptist Church of White Settlement. 
Visitation will be one hour before the service. 
 

In lieu of flowers the family respectfully request to please make a    
donation to a charity of your choice or to the First Baptist Church of 
White Settlement. For those who are unable to attend, the memorial 
service will be live-streamed on The First Baptist Church White Settle-
ment Facebook page at facebook.com/FirstBaptistW-STX/. 
 

Don graduated from Brewer High School in 1960 and attended Weath-
erford College before graduating from the University of  Corpus  
Christi with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Marine Biology in 1966. It 
was in Corpus Christi where his passion for SCUBA and the Big Blue 
was ignited. After graduation, he taught at Monnig Middle School for 3 
years. Don then opened Scuba School of Fort Worth which he ran 
alongside his college sweetheart Bessie. Don taught many generations 
to SCUBA dive. After more than five decades of business, he and Bessie decided to retire in 2020 to spend 
more time with family and go traveling. 
 

Don will be remembered for generous spirit, strength to persevere. If you asked Don how he was doing,     
invariably the answer was “I’m awesome”, and he was. His true calling in life was being a teacher, which he 
did every day of his life. Whether it was middle schoolers, divers, members of his Sunday school class, 
friends or family, he was driven to share his knowledge, wisdom and philosophy to make the world a better 
place for others. 
 

He enjoyed rooting for his Brewer Bears football team, watching college football, teaching Sunday School 
and sending positive and encouraging thoughts to friends and family. 
 

Don is survived by wife, Bessie; children, Kelley Reece and wife, Megan, Kerri Favor and husband, Joel; 
grandchildren, River Reece and Ruby Reece; his niece, Rachel Houston; many cousins and countless friends; 
and his loyal pup, Tita. 

NOAA's National Coral Reef Monitoring Program story map 

This comprehensive story map highlights NOAA’s National Coral Reef 
Monitoring Program and captures their journey through the 2024-25 
monitoring surveys in Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary, 
Florida, U.S. Virgin Islands, and Puerto Rico. Data from these monitor-
ing efforts help inform coral reef management, conservation, and restora-
tion practices. 

This story map visually narrates NOAA’s coral reef monitoring efforts in 
the Atlantic and   Caribbean, highlighting the team behind the work and 
the ecosystems they study. It showcases why these reefs matter and how 
monitoring supports the protection of these vital marine habitats.  

 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fstorymaps.arcgis.com%2Fstories%2F10ba2cecb4cd4cb08fe4324845104af3%2F%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/1/0100019e4ce70d58-33c4cb13-83cb-49a3-8ba2-3297826a3aa8-000000/PWcKPggtwLM6KugXj5ggPm5PgB-xUkPaa5Y
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fstorymaps.arcgis.com%2Fstories%2F10ba2cecb4cd4cb08fe4324845104af3%2F%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/2/0100019e4ce70d58-33c4cb13-83cb-49a3-8ba2-3297826a3aa8-000000/c8B2iso7KPnm_Pr4UWyBClV5yV8tViHqAdZ
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Gigglin’ Marlin Dive & Swim 
4502 Almeda Rd.  
Houston, TX 77004 
281-445-3483 
gigglinmarlin.com 
Please let them know you  
are a member of Lunarfins  

 
 
 
 

Maximum Scuba Houston 
2391 Gun Range Rd.  
League City, TX 77573 
832-820-9949 
 
9771 Long Point Rd.  
Houston, TX 77055 
832-993-2220 
If you are a member of Lunarfins  
You will get a 10% off. 
https://maximum-scuba.com/  

  
 
 

Oceanic Ventures 
5808 Newcastle Drive 
Houston, TX 77401 
713-523-3483 (dive) 
https://oceanicventures.com/  

Outside The Asylum 
2004 Mason Rd 
STE C-2 
Katy, TX 77450 
www.otadiving.com 
855-682-3483 
Please let them know you are a  
member of Lunarfins  

 
364 FM 1959 #D  
Houston, TX  
spacecitydivercenter.com/ 
Please let them know you are a 
member of Lunarfins for 

 

Texas Scuba Adventures 
 2309 Mechanic St. 
 Galveston, TX 77550 
 409-363-9641  
 https://texasscubaadventures.com/   

Dive Shops, etc. 

tel:2814453483
https://gigglinmarlin.com/
https://oceanicventures.com/contact/#directions
https://oceanicventures.com/contact/#directions
tel:7135233483
https://goo.gl/maps/5vfQLP5aWERddpYS7
https://goo.gl/maps/5vfQLP5aWERddpYS7
https://goo.gl/maps/5vfQLP5aWERddpYS7
https://otadiving.com/
https://www.google.com/search?q=texas+scuba+adventures&sca_esv=7d1141f8e74c7075&sxsrf=AHTn8zr9FOOrzA_uZkaPJeQL4OxIIlrLvg%3A1743008049656&ei=MTHkZ9HiJ8KD0PEPtpO90Ag&oq=texas&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiBXRleGFzKgIIADIKECMYgAQYJxiKBTIKECMYgAQYJxiKBTILEAAYgAQYkQIY

