
 

   

April 2026 

   

Lunarfins Board Meetings  
         are held every other month May 14th if you want to attend  

contact Brion Saathoff at <brionsaathoff@icloud.com >  
before 7:00 PM. on day of meeting to get the zoom access code. 

 

It will be a ZOOM Meeting  
 

If you have an item to bring before the board, 
contact any board member to get on the agenda. 

Lunarfins 

119 Circle Dr. 

Liverpool, TX 

77577 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83674642772?pwd=YUtDMkdGdkhzVHRleFdwrfgT0pWL1hTdz09 

ID: 836 7464 2772  Passcode: 076802 

 

Burt Jones and Maurine Shimlock  
Lunarfins is proud to have award winning marine life photographers Burt Jones and Murine Shimlock for our 
April meeting. A assignments have taking them around the world to document diverse subjects- They have 
seen the longest underwater cave in Mexico to the re-wilding of leopard sharks in Indonesia. Their             
photographs have been published internationally, and “Secret Sea”, a collection of their photographs, was  
honored with the 1996 Benjamin Franklin Award as the best book printed world-wide. That year. Although 
now retired from hosting “Scuba Safaris” their photographic seminars have helped hundreds of marine life 
photographers improve their techniques. Burt and Maurine are renowned “critter spotters”, and their images 
often reveal habits and habitats of creatures many people never see for themselves. In June 2008, they began 
working with Conservation International as consultants on sustainable marine tourism. Their guidebook, 
“Diving       Indonesia’s Raja Ampat”, was released late 2009. A revised and expanded sequel ‘Diving         
Indonesia’s Bird’s Head Seascape”, which includes Cenderawasih and Triton Bays, was published in late 
2011.  
 
The Bird’s Head Seascape website, http://www.birdsheadseascape.com  launched in June, 2013. Burt and 
Maurine’s mission is to continue long-term project is to continue exploring and photographing remote and un-
charted areas around Raja Ampat and the rest of the Bird’s Head Seascape in West Papua. Now, working with 
Re:Wild they will continue to administer the BHS website while expanding its conservation focus. To learn 
more about Burt and Maurine, their images and scuba safari programs visit their website, 

mailto:brionsaathoff@icloud.com
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83674642772?pwd=YUtDMkdGdkhzVHRleFdwT0pWL1hTdz09


 

 2 

Inside this Issue 

   2   Inside this issue 

 
 

   3   Events Calendar, Club Officers 

 
 

    4   Presidents Notes & Birthdays 

 
 

    5   Raffle Information & Winners  

 

     6   Meetings information  & Up coming Event — Easter Egg Hunt 

  

    7   About Our Members — Paul Cater Deaton 

 

        8  About Our Members — Dennis Deavenport 

   9      Tom Burns — The "Big U" is Going Down: Dive into History Off the Florida Coast 
 

  10  NOAA News  

   

  11  B2B Castaways (Strick and Fran) 

 

  12  Mike Peters — The Mystery of a Byzantine Shipwreck—Lost & Found 

 13  Houston Underwater Film Festival Flyer  

   14  HUFF Saturday Program 

   

 15  HUFF Ticket Info 

 
 

 16  HUFF Sunday Program 

 
   

   17 (ACWAF) 

 
 

 18  Lunarfins Membership Form  

 
 

 19 About Our Members —   53 Members Renewed  

 

 20 You Should Have Been There — General Meeting  

 

    21 Dive Shops  

  

 

   

      

   

 

 

This’s Month Contributors  

P J Campagna, 
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     Apr. 5th — Easter Sunday    

     Apr. 11 & 12th — HUFF — MATCH theater  

     Apr. 21st — General Meeting — Burt Jones - Secret Sea 

 Vision 

     Apr. 26th — Lunarfins UW Easter Egg Hunt  

     May 19th — General Meeting — Autumn Blum — lifelong   

 ocean advocate  

     Jun. 16th — General Meeting —Jessica Lee — SS United 

 States and artificial reefs 

     Jul. 21st. — General Meeting — Valera Sakhnenko 

     Aug. 18th. — General Meeting — Chuck Noe 

     Sept. 15th. — General Meeting — Walter Marti 

     Oct. 20th. — General Meeting — Dennis Deavenport 

     Nov. 17th. — General Meeting — Scott Singleton 

        

        ELECTED OFFICERS 
 
 

         President                  Brion Saathoff  

         Vice President     Ja Van Pruett 

         Secretary       Brandy Behanna 

         Treasurer     Cathy Strahan  

         Social Director     OPEN  

                            APPOINTED 

          Media Manager      Dennis Deavenport 

          Trip information      P J  Campagna 

         TGCC Representative     Tom Burns  

         Advisor                    Dennis Deavenport 

         Advisor        PeeWee Dwire  

         Advisor        Mike Peters  

         Newsletter                   Ja Van Pruett         

         Website        Tom Burns    

Do you have 

any ideas for 

event or  

Topics for 

Speakers for 

2027?  

Please share 

them with 

any of  our            

officers. 

 

Membership 
2026 Membership are 

due Now 

 

If you are a retuning member 

you do not have to fill out a 

membership form. Unless you 

have changed your address, 

email address or phone number. 

Please bring the form to the next 

meeting or mail it in.  
 

Remember you can pay with a 

check which will be deposited 

once received, or you can Zelle  

it to Cathy Strahan 
 

Don’t forget to check your 

interest (s) and if you want to 

be included in the directory. 

 

Membership Application 

 

https://www.lunarfins.com/
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Lunarfins President’s Notes 

Hello and Happy Easter to my Dear Lunarfins Family, 

 

I want to thank Dan Tirtowidjojo for coming over from the Brazosport Underwater Club to give us a 
presentation on diving the Galápagos Islands, I have the pleasure of getting to see many of his adven-
tures at BUC. 

 

We are going to have a busy month with Easter, then the HUFF ( 11th and 12th ) and on the 26th our first ever 
Easter Egg Hunt at Mammoth Lake, it will be a fun event. 

 

Congratulations to all our Fantastic members that are involved with the Artemis 2 launch and mission, way to 

go team, what a history making event. God Bless the USA  and safe travels to our amazing Astronauts. 
I remember sitting on the floor of the gymnasium in grade school watching the moon landing and first step on 
the moon on a black and white tv on a rolling cart. It has been a long time and I am excited about eventually 

getting to see that happen again. .  

 

Congratulations to Jessica Lee on her new career path in the Fort Walton beach area,  It will be an exciting time 
for her and Jeff as she will be involved in the sinking of the SS United States and spending a lot of time in that 

beautiful blue water of the Florida panhandle. We will miss her but we can always go see Jess in Florida, it is a 
good reason for a dive trip. We are still doing the Fiji trip,  we are working on getting a survey out to everyone 
so we know how many people are going and who many might be interested. 

 

If you look at the flyer in last month’s newsletter, you will see that Jess secured a really good price for an all 

inclusive trip that includes airfare on a Fiji airlines direct flight out of DFW. we need at least 12 people to get 
the discount, come join me on a great adventure.  

 

I hope to see you at this months meeting with Burt Jones and Maurine Shimlock. 

Have a great safe and happy Easter and I hope to see you soon. 
 

            Best regards, Fins up  
 

                                        Brion Saathoff  :-) 
 

   Happy Birthday to you!   

May your day be filled with Happiness.  

 

Cynthia L Reuland — April 1st 

Cherie' Zarsky — April15th  

Joe Campanelli  — April 25th 
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Lunarfin’s Raffle — Let’s Make Some Money 

Lunarfins’s will be offering raffle items at meetings. Tickets will be very      

reasonable and the items raffled off will be interesting and worth having. Cathy 

Strahan, Ja Van Pruett Dwire and Dennis Deavenport have regularly donated for 

the Raffle. 
 

Each month will have at least one item to pick from and you will not know until 
you come and see what is being offered… Bring a little Mad Money to the meeting  
to help Lunarfins earn money for social events  If you have something you would 
like to donate please contact JaVan Pruett at <caladyfish@gmail.com>, she would 
love to hear from you.  

Skip Behanna 

Mike Calloway 
Felix Arwen 

Monica Mah 



 

 6 

 

Upcoming General  Meet ings —  Spring Greek Barbeque  

 

Tuesday,  Apr. 21st, and Tuesday, May  19th. 
 

Be sure to check out their menu 

 

https://www.springcreekbarbeque.com/ 
 

2710 Gulf Fwy S, League City, TX 77573  

Come at 6 pm—and order,  6:30—announcements & social    

Speakers start at 7:00 pm  —will be a ZOOM presentation 

2710 Gulf Fwy S, League City, TX 77573  
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. 
Paul Cater Deaton 

Last weekend at the 72nd annual Boston Sea Rovers International Ocean Clinic, it was a whirlwind of        
celebrating our oceans and fresh water environments.    
 
Reconnecting with colleagues and dive buddies, as well as making new friends is always a high point of the  
event! Unfortunately there’s was not enough time to catch up with everyone. If we didn’t get a chance to chat  
with you and get a photo, know that we’re sorry we missed you.  

So the Fabulous Twincesses and I saw the Zoppé 
an Italian Family Circus this afternoon. The show 
was in a wonderful circus tent on Stewart Beach 
here on Galveston. It had a legit OG vibe to it. We 
thoroughly enjoyed the spectacle.  

https://www.facebook.com/BostonSeaRovers?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZtmGmhb4t45fjraJX1WvA0wVQC4vX43-Y9nTilXDrll2-Wk2UrKy-uCc9UVFsM0Hr7BYK2V9eoHYehaLWp22Ph35e1SuIb6FA-ayr9np4dfjoqR70hAtZQezZO18M-58jOQPKtBg2fahH0GgnLwyOdj5DF8cc_M6FQVT2FFymAh2YUfTWE9KBcZagiJYxecBEmUIihFtA
https://www.facebook.com/ZoppeFamilyCircus?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZL9D6VcxgyQTt2x3kYClRUhMSfdyijJq73swYprvn69qatP8ZjK_7uatqI0AXIRwf8IXhCCVS0JGbhZYRAtJ8ilRQInpkVsl56K7jqDZII_6l6sKu2slW8tu-SSPXvtsKveRns-Sg6XgZa2uVTkg_HiWPGqAoEwco9Unon4TjMTj3fsfZXGlZY5i7xm8sslww&__tn_
https://www.facebook.com/ZoppeFamilyCircus?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZL9D6VcxgyQTt2x3kYClRUhMSfdyijJq73swYprvn69qatP8ZjK_7uatqI0AXIRwf8IXhCCVS0JGbhZYRAtJ8ilRQInpkVsl56K7jqDZII_6l6sKu2slW8tu-SSPXvtsKveRns-Sg6XgZa2uVTkg_HiWPGqAoEwco9Unon4TjMTj3fsfZXGlZY5i7xm8sslww&__tn_
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. Dennis Deavenport 

Last two days were spent arriving in Buenos Aires,  
Argentina and a day tour over to Colonia Uruguay.  
Perry Kraus, from Atlanta area, is my buddy on this  
trip and we’ve joined up with a group from Atlanta  
and Birmingham we met last year on another Gate1 trip.  

March 8thUshuaia, Argentina Day 4 - Sofitel Hotel Buenos Aires - Early morning start(5:30 AM) checked 
luggage picked up, depart for EZE airport at 6:30. The first leg of our Antarctica adventure involves a 3 plus   
hour flight via Aerolineas Argentinas to Ushuaia called the “end of the world”. The southernmost city, Ushuaia is 
located on the Beagle Channel, serving as the Argentinian capital. The province of Tierra del Fuego, 
means "Land of Fire". in Spanish. Upon arrival, we boarded HX Expedition’s ship “MS Roald   

Amundsen”, amd made our way to our stateroom assignment. Just  
prior to dinner the ship left the peer headed down Beagle Channel. 

So, here we are, somewhere on the Drake Passage heading south.  
Luckily, the Drake Lake today. Low wind and 3-4 ft seas. My normal 
good luck seems to be holding. 
 

Soon after arriving in Antarctic waters, we plan to do a 3 hr discovery 
kayak jaunt. It should be fun barring bad weather. No  guarantees on 
anything including landfall on Antarctic shores. Bad weather screws 
up everything on this trip. 

First footfall on the Antarctica peninsula . No wind but fog in and out. Penguins made an  appearance. A bit of an ordeal 
with all the regulations and precautions. 

 

Day 6 - Hurray! We made it successfully through the Drake Passage and if there was no fog today land is in sight. We 
are within the Antarctic Circle, the sea is very calm. Spent most of the day preparing for activities in the coming days. 

Signed up for the “Kayak Adventure” and 
“Science Zodiac” boat to help collect data for 
research projects. Attended training on safety & 
know-how for beach landings, fitted for special 
boots, and vacuumed clothing. Tonight went to 
specialty restaurant (Lindstrom). 

https://www.facebook.com/pk4840/posts/pfbid0R1dDcrzvTMEUhteG4Y6Ws1AGggyLFtsHVMAosZtVR1nAjiXzP8zwUE1XDpbTWttZl?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZY3fXDqdO2Wjg1kR3g7e3y7HH5Roh68SxovCKcfJjVfGSB1xivHoRgnnxUOjgRmXbeaSOMmYDbP4aXYemSARJuWnMebCYy-0l8Vtye9o3wlijkrQfIIXN6w_jnEV6dXe3oi-V
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Ushuaia-Tierra-del-Fuego-Argentina/111843992167385?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZY3fXDqdO2Wjg1kR3g7e3y7HH5Roh68SxovCKcfJjVfGSB1xivHoRgnnxUOjgRmXbeaSOMmYDbP4aXYemSARJuWnMebCYy-0l8Vtye9o3wlijkrQfIIXN6w_jnEV6dXe3oi-VVAgOnz5kkVUThpd6w8MA3MDUtnFO
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  The "Big U" is Going Down: Dive into History Off the Florida Coast 

February 26, 2026 

Coins and other treasures there 

Roman coins and other artifacts  

Get your regulators ready, divers. The world’s next premier wreck trek is officially 
on the horizon. After decades of rusting at a pier in Philadelphia, the legendary SS 
United States is undergoing its final transformation in Mobile, Alabama. By Spring 2026, "America’s Flagship" 
is slated to be scuttled off the coast of Destin-Fort Walton Beach, Florida, becoming the largest artificial reef in 
the world. 

 

For the diving community, this isn't just another sunken ship—it’s a submerged skyscraper of American       
engineering. 

 

A Record-Breaking Legacy 

Long before she was a "ghost ship," the SS United States was the pinnacle of Cold War maritime technology. 
Launched in 1952, she was designed by renowned naval architect William Francis Gibbs with a secret dual  
purpose: a luxury liner that could be converted into a high-speed troopship capable of carrying 14,000 soldiers 
10,000 miles without refueling. 

 
 

On her maiden voyage, she didn't just cross the Atlantic; she annihilated the record. She captured the Blue   
Riband (the prize for the fastest transatlantic crossing) with an average speed of 35.59 knots (approx. 41 mph), 
completing the journey in just 3 days, 10 hours, and 40 minutes. To this day—over 70 years later—she remains 
the fastest ocean liner to ever cross the Atlantic. 

 

The Sunset of the Superliners 
The "Big U" reigned supreme during the twilight of the grand intercontinental passenger service. As the 1960s 
progressed, the "Jet Age" took flight. Travelers who once spent days enjoying the ship's mid-century modern 
ballrooms opted for the six-hour convenience of the Boeing 707. 

 

Passenger numbers plummeted, and by 1969, the SS United States was withdrawn from service. She spent the 
next 50 years as a silent sentinel of a bygone era, narrowly escaping the scrapyard multiple times thanks to the 
efforts of the SS United States Conservancy. 

 

The Dive: What to Expect 
Okaloosa County’s $10.1 million plan will place the 990-foot vessel about 22 nautical miles south of Destin. 
Here is what the dive profile looks like: 
•  The Depth: The hull will rest on the seafloor at approximately 180 feet. 
•  Vertical Relief: Because the ship is so massive (standing taller than the Titanic), the upper decks will 

sit just 50–65 feet below the surface. 
•  Accessibility: This "staircase" of decks makes the wreck a rare gem: 
•  Open Water Divers can explore the upper superstructure and enjoy the massive schools of fish that 

will inevitably call the ship home. 
•  Technical/Advanced Divers can venture deeper into the hull and explore the lower decks and          

machinery spaces. 
Note for Wreck Enthusiasts: The ship is being meticulously cleaned and "reef-ready" holes are being cut to 
ensure she sinks upright and provides safe swim-throughs for both divers and marine life. 
 

Preserving the Spirit 

While the ship will find a new life underwater, her iconic 65-foot red, white, and blue funnels won't be 
joining her in the deep. They have been removed to ensure the ship fits within the depth requirements 
and will be preserved as the centerpiece of a new land-based museum in Florida. 

As she settles into the Gulf of Mexico, the SS United States will join the "Great Carrier" USS 
Oriskany nearby, cementing the Florida Panhandle as the "Wreck Capital of the World." 

Sent in by Tom Burns     
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New Documentary: The Hidden Gulf 
The Hidden Gulf features Mesophotic and Deep Benthic Communities restoration following the Deepwater 
Horizon oil spill while highlighting the importance of these understudied habitats to the broader Gulf,          
including areas in and around Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary.  

 

The documentary spans approximately 30 minutes and features the creative methods, including remotely     
operated vehicles and saturation divers, used to reach and restore deep coral habitats in the Gulf. 

 

Highlights of the documentary include: 
Vibrant scenes of mesophotic corals, fish, and invertebrates 
Never-before-seen footage of a large-scale restoration mission around Flower Garden Banks National   

Marine Sanctuary in 2024 
Up-close views of the technology used in the deep, including remotely-operated vehicles 
Interviews with experts, including those from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and 

the Department of the Interior, who are leading efforts to restore mesophotic and deep seafloor        
habitats.  

Watch here: https://marinesanctuary.org/mdbc/ 

NOAA– News 

2022 East and West Flower Garden Bank Monitoring Data Is Now Publicly Accessible 
The 2022 long-term monitoring dataset for East and West Flower Garden Banks has been successfully         
archived and published by NOAA's National Centers for Environmental Information (NCEI). This dataset  
contains raw and processed data from an annual long-term monitoring program documenting fish and benthic 
community observations, along with water quality measurements. It is now publicly accessible through NCEI 
under Accession Number 0312371: https://doi.org/10.25921/PJWE-Y538.  

 

This release is the fourth dataset submitted using Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary's refined 

archiving procedures, and efforts are underway to systematically archive the remaining historical records.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCf-_9_EaqHr0AKYwYgJxoyQ/featured 

Although Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary is known for its shallow, colorful coral reefs, 

these areas make up just a small part of the sanctuary!  

Most of the sanctuary stretches 130-725 feet below the surface—deep into the mesophotic zone. Mesophotic 

means “middle light,” and habitats here only receive about 1-10% of the light from the surface. In the      

sanctuary, this area is home to black coral and octocoral forests that support shrimp, brittle stars, squat       

lobsters, and even reef fish.  

Learn more about how these 

habitats in the sanctuary are 

helping restoration efforts 

across the Gulf: https://

flowergarden.noaa.gov/about/

mdbc.html 

NOAA/Marine Applied   

Research & Exploration 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fmarinesanctuary.org%2Fmdbc%2F%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/1/0100019d073d9d0d-cbbd7a24-e2ea-428a-90ee-a0dcf931ac20-000000/kkH48YAAkn_Jb2Gcr-MYqXJFEkjMbv33m6QJqp7c6S4=449
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fisheries.noaa.gov%2Fsoutheast%2Fhabitat-conservation%2Fmesophotic-and-deep-benthic-communities-restoration%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/1/0100019d073d9d0d-cbbd7a24-e2ea-428a-90ee-a0dcf931ac20
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.25921%2FPJWE-Y538%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/1/0100019d2a64fe43-7e398368-dd0a-4dcd-ba7e-4d34bee5b5d7-000000/Taim4RK3xRiFqaxZULCrMY39PgJW78hzuGK4SdqNIoQ=450
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.25921%2FPJWE-Y538%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/2/0100019d2a64fe43-7e398368-dd0a-4dcd-ba7e-4d34bee5b5d7-000000/pXZl-wBnb-R0VjG_hMeF_LYtQlLemrB9K4PP_YWw1IM=450
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCf-_9_EaqHr0AKYwYgJxoyQ/featured
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fflowergarden.noaa.gov%2Fabout%2Fmdbc.html%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExV3FEV0JTTVdrb1NTNGhic3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5bedX5Pbs63u9mlHo4RM6j97KU7BSLNT69KmW5jACn_L72KzqNsMRID4iroA_aem_q50nphWS
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fflowergarden.noaa.gov%2Fabout%2Fmdbc.html%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExV3FEV0JTTVdrb1NTNGhic3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5bedX5Pbs63u9mlHo4RM6j97KU7BSLNT69KmW5jACn_L72KzqNsMRID4iroA_aem_q50nphWS
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fflowergarden.noaa.gov%2Fabout%2Fmdbc.html%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExV3FEV0JTTVdrb1NTNGhic3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5bedX5Pbs63u9mlHo4RM6j97KU7BSLNT69KmW5jACn_L72KzqNsMRID4iroA_aem_q50nphWS
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Strick and Fran are an Australian YouTube duo known for their adventurous lifestyle, living off the land 

and sea, and sharing travel, survival, and marine exploration experiences through their B2B Castaways   
channel. 

 

Who they are and how it all started… 

 

Strick and Fran from The Castaways (YouTube channel). A marine biologist and an engineer trying their best to 
conserve our beautiful, extraordinary and giving planet earth. 
 

Castaways life is inspired by our adventures, surviving and thriving off the land. Aiming to connect more   

women with nature and to live a more sustainable and respectful life with minimal impact.  
 

Crew Members 
Jack Strickland (age 37) from Queensland, Australia.  
Aaron ‘Az’ Gallagher (age 36) from Queensland, Australia.  
Tom Strickland (age 38) is also in on some adventures.  
But let’s forget about the boys for a minute because Fran is clearly the most popular addition to the Back 2  Ba-
sics Adventures YouTube channel and has blown up the views and subscribers. 
 

On the 19th of June 2022, Strick and Fran formed their own channel away from the Back 2 Basics Adventures 
main channel, calling it B2B Castaways (Strick and Fran) as it was just themselves. 
 

Naturally, the channel becomes incredibly popular immediately as they brought their audience over from 
Back 2 Basics Adventures. It doesn’t feature AZ or Tom. 
 

Fran’s full name is Francesca Pusceddu and she is 35 years old. She is an avid surfer with a love for spearfish-
ing and snowboarding. Fran’s nationality is half Maltese and half Italian. 
 

They continue to follow a Catch and Cook philosophy while enjoying sailing, kayaking and exploring new fron-
tiers. Similarities with their channel can be made between them and YBS Youngbloods from Exmouth, Western 

Australia. 

 

Back 2 Basics Adventures are from Port Douglas, Queensland, Australia. Is the original version. 
They have also spent a considerable amount of time in Cooktown, Weipa, Cape York, Torres Strait as well as 
the Whitsunday Region on the Great Barrier Reef. 
They have so far explored in Australia, Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands and Indonesia. 

Jack and Az are legends in Australia, paving the way for many of us to explore our own backyards in the pursuit 
of fun, freedom and fulfillment. 
 

They remind us every that that life is too short. 
So what are you waiting for? 
Put down your smartphone. 
Open the front door. 
Pack the car. 
It’s time to get out there and explore! 

 

To learn more about them: Back 2 Basics Adventures and B2B Castaways is the show that PeeWee and I have 
been watching.  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCf-_9_EaqHr0AKYwYgJxoyQ  

B2B Castaways (Strick and Fran) 

https://www.cruisingfreedom.com/back-2-basics-adventures/
file:///C:/Users/calad/OneDrive/Documents/Diving/Lunarfins/Newsletters
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Sent in by Mike Peters     

The Mystery of a Byzantine Shipwreck—Lost & Found 

April 2026 

         More than a thousand years ago after a ship vanished off the coast of 

        modern-day Croatia, an archaeological dive team uncovered a wreck 

        loaded with a trove of Byzantine artifacts —as well as some puzzeling 

questions that might reshap our ideas of the medieval world. . 

To see more and read more go to Page 18-39 in National Geographic April 2026 magazine. 
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To watch this years trailer—- https://youtu.be/XwhakhlTvPw 

https://youtu.be/XwhakhlTvPw
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American Charitable Watersport Activities Foundation  

 

2026 Supporter Registration 

The “American Charitable Watersport Activities Foundation” (ACWA) was       

established by SCUBA divers on March 31, 2023.  ACWA is recognized by the 

IRS as a 501(c)(3) public non-profit charity.   Staffed by non-paid volunteers, 

ACWA’s administrative and donation support is provided annually by members 

of our community.   

Supporter Registration for the “American Charitable Watersport Activities  

Foundation” (ACWA) is open to Dive Clubs and Individuals who reside in the 

United States of America.  2026 registration is $20. 

 ACWA’s Donation Committee optional targets for 2026: 

o Sea Camp Scholarships 

o Houston Underwater Film Festival – Pay discounted ticket costs for Marine Biology or Film Study students to 

attend. Donation would go to cover the MATCH theater portion of each ticket, HUFF would no charge their portion of 

each ticket. 

o Adaptable 

o Turtle Conservation 
 

New “Supporters” need to complete this form to provide ACWA with contact and IRS reporting information.  To 

join as an individual (must be a certified scuba diver, or a member of a dive club) - fill out the application below.  

Please print legibly as e-mail addresses will be utilized to keep supporters abreast with the charity’s status 

and your name as identified below, used in any future donation reporting required by you or the IRS. 

 

Dive Club _______________________________________________    or 

 

Certifying Agency: _____________________________ C-Card Number: _________________________ 

 

Make Checks Payable To: ACWA, c/o Mark Leiserowitz, 5205 De Milo Dr., Houston, Texas 77092. 

Name: _____________________________________Phone / Cell Phone: ________________________ 

 

E-Mail: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Signature: ____________________________________________ Date: ________________________ 
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Directory          YES    or    NO         (Circle one) Volunteer Functions  Check any that interest you 

I would like my contact information published in the 
membership directory. Only those included in the 
directory will receive the Membership Directory. Ad-
dresses and phone numbers are Not distributed to 
any third party. Your monthly newsletter will be sent 
to the e-mail address(es) above, whether or not you 
elect to be included in the Directory. 

         Club President          Meeting technician 

         Vice President (pgms)          Board Member 

         Secretary          TGCC Representative 

         Treasurer          Membership 

         Social Director          Presenter 

         Trips & Training          Activity helper 

         Webmaster          Other 

         Newsletter editor          Other 

Individual Release Form 

In consideration of the acceptance of this application for membership in the Lunarfins Scuba Club. I, intending 
to be legally bound, hereby for myself, my heirs, executors, administrators, waive and release any and all rights 
and claims for damages I may have against the Lunarfins Scuba Club, its members, agents,  representatives, or 
assigns for any and all injuries suffered by me in any club event in which I may participate: 

Signature(s)     ____________________________________________________ Date     _____________________________________ 

                               ____________________________________________________                          _____________________________________ 

                               ____________________________________________________                          _____________________________________ 

                               ____________________________________________________                          _____________________________________ 

Please Check Membership Type 

             New                Fill out and sign the complete 
                                       application below. 
             Renewal                      
              
             No Changes to previous information provided 

DUES    
Individual       $25/year 
Last years members will pay a prorated fee $19.00 
Family              $35/year 
Last years members will pay a prorated fee $26.00 
Membership year:  January 1 – December 31 
New Applicants joining July 1 or later, ½ price 

 
Name 

Certification Information       (List highest certification only) 
                 Agency & Type                           Certification Number              Year 

    

    

    

    

Lunarfins Scuba Club Membership Application 
18515 Sandelford Drive, Katy, TX  77449 

Taking Dues Now! 



 

 19 

$25 single person membership 

Last years members will pay a prorated fee $19.00 

$35 family membership 

Last years members will pay a prorated fee $26.00 

http://www.lunarfins.com or cash/check.  

 

 

Now you can pay online, please contact our Treasurer: Cathy Strahan. 

If you choose to pay via cash/check payment will be accepted at all meetings or snail mailed to  
Cathy Strahan @ 18515 Sandelford Dr., Katy TX 77449. All checks made payable to the club will 
be deposited immediately with no hold back or waiting period. Addressed envelopes are also 
available on request at club meetings for convenience sake.  

We also welcome Zelle payments  

Arwen, Felix   Hems, Adams 

Ashland, JoAnn & Michael Castillo  Hunter, Norma & Pete 

Benhanna, Brandy & Skip  Hauss, Dylan  

Brunel, Roberto   Leissner, Kirk & Julie  

Burns, Tom  McGlothlin, Gloria  

Callaway, Mike   Mah, Monica & Cameron 

Campagna, P J    Peters, Mike 

Campanelli, Bert & Joe  Pickler, Dave  

Corrier, Shon    Reuland, Cindy & Tom 

Costello, Michael  Saathoff, Brion 

Davis, Pat & Leonard  Seiser, Barbara & Keith 

Deaton, Paul Cater   Sykes, Rebecca & Parker,  James 

Deavenport, Dennis  Smith, Brent 

Dwire, Ja Van & PeeWee   Smith, James & Mary 

Dwire, Jack, Cathleen & Scott  Strahan, Cathy  
Ferguison, Mei Hwa   Toole, Fred & Louise 
Gorman, John   Walace, Justin 
Harvey, John & Nancy  Williams, Billie 
Hasbrook, Anette & Pete     

http://www.lunarfins.com/


 

 20 

Lunarfins 
18515 Sandelford Drive,  

Katy, TX  77449 

 
281-851-5206 

webedi-
tor@lunarfins.com 

 
Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/687047211312336 

 

Website: 
https://www.lunarfins.com/ 

TGCC 
https://www.tgccdiving.org/ 

 

TPWD reefs:  
https://tpwd.texas.gov/

landwater/water/habitats/
artificial_reef/ 

 
 
 

mailto:webeditor@lunarfins.com
mailto:webeditor@lunarfins.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/687047211312336
https://www.facebook.com/groups/687047211312336
https://www.lunarfins.com/
https://www.tgccdiving.org/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/landwater/water/habitats/artificial_reef/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/landwater/water/habitats/artificial_reef/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/landwater/water/habitats/artificial_reef/
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Gigglin’ Marlin Dive & Swim 
4502 Almeda Rd.  
Houston, TX 77004 
281-445-3483 
gigglinmarlin.com 
Please let them know you  
are a member of Lunarfins  

 
 
 
 

Maximum Scuba Houston 
2391 Gun Range Rd.  
League City, TX 77573 
832-820-9949 
 
9771 Long Point Rd.  
Houston, TX 77055 
832-993-2220 
If you are a member of Lunarfins  
You will get a 10% off. 
https://maximum-scuba.com/  

  
 
 

Oceanic Ventures 
5808 Newcastle Drive 
Houston, TX 77401 
713-523-3483 (dive) 
https://oceanicventures.com/  

Outside The Asylum 
2004 Mason Rd 
STE C-2 
Katy, TX 77450 
www.otadiving.com 
855-682-3483 
Please let them know you are a  
member of Lunarfins  

Texas Dive Center 
364 FM 1959 #D  
Houston, TX  
Txdivecenter.com/ 
Please let them know you are a 
member of Lunarfins for 
a discount. 

 Texas Scuba Adventures 
 2309 Mechanic St. 
 Galveston, TX 77550 
 409-363-9641  
 https://texasscubaadventures.com/   

Dive Shops, etc. 

tel:2814453483
https://gigglinmarlin.com/
https://oceanicventures.com/contact/#directions
https://oceanicventures.com/contact/#directions
tel:7135233483
https://goo.gl/maps/5vfQLP5aWERddpYS7
https://goo.gl/maps/5vfQLP5aWERddpYS7
https://goo.gl/maps/5vfQLP5aWERddpYS7
https://otadiving.com/
https://www.google.com/search?q=texas+scuba+adventures&sca_esv=7d1141f8e74c7075&sxsrf=AHTn8zr9FOOrzA_uZkaPJeQL4OxIIlrLvg%3A1743008049656&ei=MTHkZ9HiJ8KD0PEPtpO90Ag&oq=texas&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiBXRleGFzKgIIADIKECMYgAQYJxiKBTIKECMYgAQYJxiKBTILEAAYgAQYkQIY

