
 

   

January, 2026 

   

Lunarfins Board Meetings  
         are held every other month Jan. 9th if you want to attend  

contact Brion Saathoff at <brionsaathoff@icloud.com >  
before 7:00 PM. on day of meeting to get the zoom access code. 

 

It will be a ZOOM Meeting  
 

If you have an item to bring before the board, 
contact any board member to get on the agenda. 

Lunarfins 

119 Circle Dr. 

Liverpool, TX 

77577 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83674642772?pwd=YUtDMkdGdkhzVHRleFdwrfgT0pWL1hTdz09 

ID: 836 7464 2772  Passcode: 076802 

“Into The Abyss” (with the theme of “critters that divers love to see”) they will 
cover cephalopods, ambush predators, nudibranchs & flatworms, sea horses & 
pipe fish and crustaceans.  They’ll also briefly review the three resorts in the   
Philippines & one resort in Roatán, Honduras where these photos were taken and 
describe their volunteer works at Oregon Coast Aquarium. 
 

Barry and Jody Cline began diving on a cruise to the Eastern Caribbean in 2006 

after they became “empty nesters”. Before that, their five kids kept them too busy 

to have hobbies. Both were hooked immediately and PADI Open Water certified in 

2007, followed by getting Advanced and Nitrox certifications. In 2008, they       

became Rescue Diver certified. They both had over 100 dives in their first year of 

diving. Many of these dives were in cold water in  Oregon, Washington, Califor-

nia, and Canada. They later became volunteer divers at the Oregon Coast     

Aquarium. 

Barry and Jody Cline  

January 20, 2026 

mailto:brionsaathoff@icloud.com
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83674642772?pwd=YUtDMkdGdkhzVHRleFdwT0pWL1hTdz09
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Mike Calloway, 
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Brion Saathoff  
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       Jan. 1st —        

 

      Jan.  20th — General Meeting — Jody and Barry Cline 

      Feb 7th — TGCC Banquet 

      Feb. 14th — Happy Valentines Day 

    Feb.  17th — General Meeting — Burt Jones - Secret Sea 

 Vision 

     Mar. 17th — General Meeting — Dan Tirtowidjojon 

     Apr. 11 & 12th — HUFF — MATCH theater  

     Apr. 21st — General Meeting — Dennis Deavenport & 

 Justin Wallace — ‘Anything Goes’ 

     May 19th — General Meeting — Autumn Blum — lifelong   

 ocean advocate  

     If you want to do a presentation to the club —Please    

 contact Ja Van Pruett <caladyfish@gmail.com> 

        ELECTED OFFICERS 
 
 

            President             Brion Saathoff 

 Vice President   Ja Van Pruett 

 Secretary    Brandy Behanna 

 Treasurer   Cathy Strahan 

 Social Director  OPEN                                             

 APPOINTED 

 Media Manager  Dennis Deavenport 

 Training information  Jessica Lee 

 Trip information  P J  Campagna 

     Jessica Lee  

 TGCC Representative  Tom Burns 

 Advisor   Dennis Deavenport 

 Advisor   PeeWee Dwire 

 Advisor   Mike Peters   

 Newsletter   Ja Van Pruett    

 Website   Tom Burns    

Do you have 

any ideas for 

event or  

Topics for 

Speakers for 

2026?  

Please share 

them with 

any of  our            

officers. 

 

Membership 
2026 Membership are 

due Now 

 

If you are a retuning member 

you do not have to fill out a 

membership form. Unless you 

have changed your address, 

email address or phone number. 

Please bring the form to the next 

meeting or mail it in.  
 

Remember you can pay with a 

check which will be deposited 

once received, or you can Zelle  

it to Cathy Strahan 
 

Don’t forget to check your 

interest (s) and if you want to 

be included in the directory. 

 

Membership Application 

 

          

https://www.lunarfins.com/
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Lunarfins President’s Notes 
  Happy New Year’s everyone, 
 

I hope you’ve had a great start to the year so far, We had an amazing turnout at the Christmas  
party and everybody had a wonderful time. 
 

I am looking forward to seeing everybody at the meeting on January 20th and it’s going to be a presentation by 
Barry and Jody Cline they always do a great job of keeping us entertained and informed.  

 

Also, do not forget to mark on your calendars the TGCC banquet, it has been moved to February 7th. 
 

I am happy to welcome our newest members, Aurora and Roberto Brunel, Roberto is a long time, friend of 
Dennis Deavenport, they started diving together many years ago. 
 

Congratulations to Cathy Strahan for becoming our newest Diver of the year. She really worked hard last year 
as our treasurer and is getting a great job, thank you so much Cathy for everything that you do. 
 

Moody Gardens  has  opened  the  application window for Volunteer Divers for this month. It closes on January 
31st,  if  you  are  interested  Ja Van  has  put  the  links  in  the  newsletter.  I have  found it very rewarding and         
educational to be a part of the program. 
 

Congratulations to JaVan and Pewee on their marriage. I hope for many happy years ahead of them. 
 

Don’t forget,  we changed from the  fiscal year to an annual so don’t forget to re-up your membership this year. 
You can pay by check, cash, or electronically. You can contact Cathy to pay electronically. 

 

If you are a sponsor for ACWA that renews in January also, if you would like to be a sponsor for ACWA there 
is an application in the newsletter. 
 

I hope to see you on the 20th have a great month. 
 

    Happy bubbles, Fins up, 

 
 
                                      Brion Saathoff   
 

   Happy Birthday to you!   

May your day be filled with Happiness.  

 

Justin Wallace — Jan. 1st 

PeeWee Dwire — Jan. 2nd 

Nancy Harvey — Jan. 3rd 

Paul Cater Deaton — Jan. 17th 

Dennis Deavenport — Jan.19th 

Brandy Behanna — Jan. 25th 

Kenneth Erickson — Jan. 27th 

Max Tinsley — Jan. 28th 

Francis Boutin — Jan. 29th 
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Lunarfin’s Raffle — Let’s Make Some Money 

Lunarfins’s will be offering raffle items at meetings. Tickets will be very      

reasonable and the items raffled off will be interesting and worth having. Cathy 

Strahan, Ja Van Pruett Dwire and Dennis Deavenport have regularly donated for 

the Raffle. 
 

Each month will have at least one item to pick from and you will not know until 
you come and see what is being offered… Bring a little Mad Money to the meeting  
to help Lunarfins earn money for social events  If you have something you would 
like to donate please contact JaVan Pruett at <caladyfish@gmail.com>, she would 
love to hear from you.  

Since we didn’t have a December meeting they were no winners for Raffle win-
ners, but at the Christmas Party everybody was a winner. At the January meeting 
we will start our Raffle drawings again. Thanks again and come to the meetings. 

A Note from the Editor:  
 
Dear Members, 
 I want to thank each and every one of you for being a member of Lunarfins  
Scuba Club. I appreciate you more than you will every realize. You made our 
2025 Christmas Party/Wedding wonderful. Your smiles and hugs as well as your 
prayers have helped PeeWee and I. If you were at the party than you know where 
we have been spending our honeymoon, Jenny Sealy UTMB Galveston. We spent 5 
days in ICU and another 22 days on the 9th floor.   Most of you don’t know that 
we spent our Wedding night at Marriott Courtyard in Kemah thanks to Cathy 
Strahan so that we could be close to the party incase he got sick, On Monday the 
8th of Dec. at 5am, PeeWee had Esophageal cancer surgery, which is a major     
overhaul of your insides. But, with your prayers, he came thru the surgery with 
a few issues, but we had your prayers. Thank you so much. This is why we call 
you our family, you bring us such joy. I love reading that you are out and about 
enjoying life as it should be.  
 

Thank you!  
Ja Van Pruett Dwire 
 

Your Vice President & Editor of Lunarscope 
P.S. Due to some complications  we returned to UTMB for additional surgery. That 
is why the newsletter is late. Better late than never. 
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Upcoming General  Meet ings —  Spring Greek Barbeque  

 

Tuesday,  Jan. 20st, and Tuesday, Feb. 17th. 
 

Be sure to check out their menu 

 

https://www.springcreekbarbeque.com/ 
 

2710 Gulf Fwy S, League City, TX 77573  

Come at 6 pm—and order,  6:30—announcements & social    

Speakers start at 7:00 pm  —will be a ZOOM presentation 

2710 Gulf Fwy S, League City, TX 77573  
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TGCC Awards Banquet 

February 7th, 11 am 

Bayland Community Center 

6400 Bissonnet St. 

Houston, TX 77074 

$30.00 Tickets 
Contact: Ja Van Pruett Dwire 

TGCC Awards Programs 

One of the purposes and objectives of TGCC, as specified in the TGCC         

Constitution, is to “provide recognition for outstanding contributors to the dive 

community”. TGCC accomplishes this through its various Awards Programs, 

which are designed to “promote education in the dive community” and to 

“encourage, coordinate and promote cooperation” among divers and member 

clubs. The TGCC 1st Vice President normally oversees these programs, which are 

defined in the TGCC Bylaws and its Attachments. These awards are typically 

presented at the annual TGCC Awards Banquet.  

 

Members of the Year – for each club will be to Recognize an           

individual for work done for TGCC and/or the dive community. 

 

Neptune Award – A point based individual award based upon events. 

events/contests sanctioned by TGCC. (See TGCC By-Laws – At-

tachment 1) 

Up Coming Events: 

https://tgccdiving.org/data/bylaws/TGCC%20Constitution.pdf
https://tgccdiving.org/data/bylaws/TGCC%20Constitution.pdf
https://tgccdiving.org/tgcc_board.html
https://tgccdiving.org/data/bylaws/TGCC%20Bylaws.pdf
https://tgccdiving.org/data/bylaws/TGCC%20Bylaws-1%20Neptune%20Award.pdf
https://tgccdiving.org/data/bylaws/TGCC%20Bylaws-1%20Neptune%20Award.pdf
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. 

Diver of the Year 

Cathy Strahan 
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. 
P J  Campagna 

I am thrilled to announce my 1st Solo Art Exhibition that will be on display through January. 
View some of the world’s most unusual and beautiful creatures in the sea.  

Be sure to go check it out — St. Thomas the Apostle Episcopal 

Church18300 Upper Bay Rd. Nassau Bay, TX 
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. Paul Cater Deaton 

Can’t believe it’s already been a month since #trooperfest 
2025 Orlando! It was an amazing experience and I had a 
blast! I also had the opportunity to create the official 
March video of our “breakfast in batuu” please share it 
and spread the word so we can get another trooper fest in 
the future!  

No worries, Red One. 
We’ve got your six. 
Your favorite escort is 
flying top  cover to-
night, so let’s get out 
there and  make some 
kids happy.  

December 24, 2025 

"Love is that        
condition in which 
the    happiness of 
another person is  
essential to that of 
your own." Robert 
Heinlein 
 

Seventeen years 
ago on Dec. 22nd t, 
I met this delightful 
midwestern girl for 
lunch at Hook, Line 
and Sinker, in 
Frenchtown on St. 
Thomas. We were 
both members of the same travel group and she 
wanted to know about some of the things to do 
(and not do) on the island. We ended up having 
dinner that night, too, and we've been together 
ever since. She is the love of my life. 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/trooperfest?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZbLmHVqJl4dzxjSJkABC1SIYbNVUBlLELDwEXjG4NjGaBUnJMYJE-7rSRiJNdZf-xWiSlmxx71mFDXxpTLySVlh0ezRbUYxjM1u4jXp_KINE0ecvqezjZEgZbuB0nPRb3Z-Hy0pJOe2Ij5Zvqjp8E4th41Zq7vOe_H1edcA4z3cMy6zptGu5YfrPfNwr
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Encore! Quartet had our last gig of the Christmas   
season this evening. Thanks to The Houston         
Tidelanders, the Houston Model A Ford Club, Wells 
Fargo Houston and several other organizations for  
presenting or hiring us. We’ve had a great time. Merry        
Christmas!  

Pete Hasbroke 

The Moody Gardens Dive Program has opened applications and is recruiting divers for participation 
in the Volunteer Diver Program! We are looking to grow the program and are hopeful that you may 
be able to spread the word to others who may be interested in joining our team. 

 

Application and program requirement information is posted and available on the Moody Gardens 
Adult Volunteer page, and applications are available here: Moody Gardens Volunteer Diver           
Application. Divers of all levels are encouraged to apply if interested. Considerations for applicants 
include diving skills and acumen, positive mental attitude, and an interest in the diverse nature of zoo 
and aquarium dive operations. 
  

The application period for this onboarding cycle will close on January 31st. Recruiting and application 

opportunities occur each year in January and September. Questions and further information requests 
can be directed to Dasha Barach, Dive Officer, at dbarach@moodygardens.org, and Amanda Cagnon, 

Volunteer Coordinator, at volunteers@moodygardens.org. 
 

We are looking forward to another great year, and to sharing more information about this rewarding 
program. We appreciate your support of the Moody Gardens Volunteer Diver Program! 

The Moody Gardens Dive Program  

https://www.facebook.com/encore.quartet.4?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZjjdROgF_yU8zXzA9GjciFb-EaOfSsHm9I8O-qPz8XyZdyMZli95O9xhVeYbnStKGfn19b3fZN9-jB25o7qgEHHhd_sGzr1jAJyrSBtBaTJcJbJR3no0htBqud03SzL7hYW5sr1jgDPLG0H3UXabo2CzEWQdLGUSNJcrHAtZsTSQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/TheHoustonTidelanders?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZjjdROgF_yU8zXzA9GjciFb-EaOfSsHm9I8O-qPz8XyZdyMZli95O9xhVeYbnStKGfn19b3fZN9-jB25o7qgEHHhd_sGzr1jAJyrSBtBaTJcJbJR3no0htBqud03SzL7hYW5sr1jgDPLG0H3UXabo2CzEWQdLGUSNJcrHAtZsTSQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/TheHoustonTidelanders?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZjjdROgF_yU8zXzA9GjciFb-EaOfSsHm9I8O-qPz8XyZdyMZli95O9xhVeYbnStKGfn19b3fZN9-jB25o7qgEHHhd_sGzr1jAJyrSBtBaTJcJbJR3no0htBqud03SzL7hYW5sr1jgDPLG0H3UXabo2CzEWQdLGUSNJcrHAtZsTSQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/wellsfargo?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZjjdROgF_yU8zXzA9GjciFb-EaOfSsHm9I8O-qPz8XyZdyMZli95O9xhVeYbnStKGfn19b3fZN9-jB25o7qgEHHhd_sGzr1jAJyrSBtBaTJcJbJR3no0htBqud03SzL7hYW5sr1jgDPLG0H3UXabo2CzEWQdLGUSNJcrHAtZsTSQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/wellsfargo?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZjjdROgF_yU8zXzA9GjciFb-EaOfSsHm9I8O-qPz8XyZdyMZli95O9xhVeYbnStKGfn19b3fZN9-jB25o7qgEHHhd_sGzr1jAJyrSBtBaTJcJbJR3no0htBqud03SzL7hYW5sr1jgDPLG0H3UXabo2CzEWQdLGUSNJcrHAtZsTSQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.moodygardens.com/get-involved/adult-volunteer-program
https://www.moodygardens.com/get-involved/adult-volunteer-program
https://www.volgistics.com/ex/portal.dll/ap?AP=733381962
https://www.volgistics.com/ex/portal.dll/ap?AP=733381962
mailto:dbarach@moodygardens.org
mailto:volunteers@moodygardens.org
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Sent in by Mike Peters     

Underwater archaeologists announced Monday 
they had discovered the 2,000-year-old wreck of 
an ancient Egyptian pleasure boat off the coast 
of Alexandria. 
 

Divers found the vessel's hull, which was more 
than 115 feet long and about 23 feet wide,     
submerged in the port of the island of             
Antirhodos, the European Institute for Under-
water Archaeology (IEASM) said in a statement. 
 

There was Greek graffiti on the vessel that 
"could date from the first half of the first century 
AD" and "supports the hypothesis that the ship 
was built in Alexandria."                                      Greek Graffiti found on the central carling are dated to the first half of the 
      1st century AD.  / Credit: Christoph Gerigk ©Franck Goddio/Hilti Foundation  
 

The boat "would have had a luxuriously decorated cabin and appeared to have been propelled solely by oars," 
the Alexandria-based institute added. 
 
 

Alexander the Great founded the city of Alexandria in 331 BC. A series of earthquakes and tidal waves that 
struck its coast submerged the island of Antirhodos, which was discovered in 1996. Over the years, divers have 
recovered statues, coins and other treasures there, with some on display at the Greco-Roman Museum in        
Alexandria. 
 

IEASM director Franck Goddio recently published a report on Antirhodos and its Temple of Isis, based on   
underwater exploration carried out since the 1990s. 
 

"It's extremely exciting because it's the first time ever that such a boat has been discovered in Egypt," Goddio 
told the Guardian of the latest discovery. "Those boats were mentioned by different ancient authors, like Strabo, 
and they were also represented in some iconography – for example, in the Palestrina mosaic, where you see 
such a boat of a much smaller size with noblemen hunting hippopotamuses. But [an actual boat] has never been 
discovered before." 
 

Future research on the recently discovered wreck "promises to be a fascinating journey into the life, religion, 
wealth and waterway pleasures of ancient Roman Egypt," the institute said. 

 

Alexandria is home to ancient ruins and historic treasures, but Egypt's second-largest city is especially          
vulnerable to climate change and rising sea levels, sinking by more than three millimeters every year. 
 

Even in the United Nations' best-case scenario, a third of Alexandria will be underwater or uninhabitable by 
2050. 
 

Multiple shipwrecks have been found in the bay, including the wreckage of Napoleon's fleet from the 1798  
Battle of the Nile. Earlier this year, a well-preserved boat measuring about 20 feet long was discovered by    
IEASM in the eastern harbor of Alexandria, according to a     
podcast posted by the Hilti Foundation. 
 

In August, archaeologists announced that ancient statues,  
Roman coins and other artifacts from Alexandria were pulled 
from the Mediterranean Sea. The authorities said that the site 
may be an extension of the ancient city of Canopus, a    
prominent center during the Ptolemaic dynasty, which ruled 
Egypt for nearly 300 years, and the Roman Empire, which 
governed for around 600 years. 
 

 

Wreck of 2,000-year-old pleasure boat discovered off Egypt's coast 

December 12, 2025 

Coins and other treasures there 

Roman coins and other artifacts  

https://www.franckgoddio.org/shipwreck-k1/?ftag=MSF0951a18
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/dec/08/ancient-egyptian-pleasure-boat-found-archaeologists-alexandria-coast?ftag=MSF0951a18
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/dec/08/ancient-egyptian-pleasure-boat-found-archaeologists-alexandria-coast?ftag=MSF0951a18
https://www.britannica.com/event/Battle-of-the-Nile?ftag=MSF0951a18
https://www.britannica.com/event/Battle-of-the-Nile?ftag=MSF0951a18
https://www.hiltifoundation.org/stories/podcast-episode-4-a-roman-ships-boat-from-the-portus-magnus-of-alexandria?ftag=MSF0951a18
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/photos-egypt-artifacts-sunken-city-mediterranean-sea/?ftag=MSF0951a18
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/photos-egypt-artifacts-sunken-city-mediterranean-sea/?ftag=MSF0951a18
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November 17, 2025 
 

Four expeditions. More than 80 volunteer divers. Nearly 500 invasive lionfish    
removed from reefs in and around Flower Garden Banks National Marine        
Sanctuary. 
 

Lionfish Invitational participants measure lionfish on the back deck of the MV Fling.                  
Photo: Michelle Johnston/NOAA 
 

In 2025, sanctuary scientists, partner agencies, and trained volunteer divers joined 
forces for a series of Lionfish Invitational research cruises in the northwestern 
Gulf of America. Conducted in partnership with Lionfish Invitational Inc., Texas 
Caribbean Charters, and the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, these citizen 
science expeditions give experienced divers a chance to support real NOAA       
research—while helping protect some of the healthiest coral reefs in the continental United States. 
 

Across four expeditions between June and September, participants from more than 20 states and U.S.          
territories—including Texas, Florida, Massachusetts, Colorado, and the U.S. Virgin Islands—removed 465 
lionfish from both sanctuary reefs and nearby artificial structures like oil platforms and the “Kraken” reef site.        
Researchers also collected 271 invasive regal demoiselles (Neopomacentrus cyanomos) and 14 angelfish for 
ongoing studies of non-native species ecology and population genetics. 
 

While volunteers focused on removals, scientists conducted complementary research: collecting genetic    
samples from lionfish, swapping acoustic receivers to monitor fish movement, analyzing water samples for 
environmental DNA, and even testing for Gambierdiscus microalgae associated with ciguatera toxin. The data 
will help assess how    lionfish are affecting native fish communities and reef health in the Gulf. 
 

“Every lionfish we remove is one less predator consuming native fish and invertebrates,” said Rachel       
Bowman, lionfish cruise coordinator and president of Lionfish Invitational, Inc. “These trips not only         
contribute valuable scientific data—they also connect people directly to the sanctuary’s mission of resource 
protection.” 
 

Lionfish, native to the Indo-Pacific, were first reported in the western Atlantic in the 1980s and have since 
spread throughout the Caribbean and Gulf of America. With few natural predators and voracious appetites, 
they can consume over 100 species of reef fish and invertebrates, including commercially important snapper 
and grouper. 

 

Lionfish Invitational participants on the top deck of the MV Fling with an oil and 
gas platform in the        background that is slated to become an artificial reef site 
in 2026/2027. Photo: Roelf Kuitse 
 

The 2025 invitationals were marked by strong participation,       
outstanding underwater visibility, and memorable sightings—
including manta rays, sharks, dolphins, and sea turtles. Some new 
“traditions” even took root aboard the MV Fling, from pre-trip   
trivia to a new weather monitoring buoy affectionately named 
“Kevin.” 
 

The success of this year’s four Lionfish Invitationals underscores how science, community, and stewardship 
come together to protect sanctuary ecosystems. Through collaboration with partners including Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department, Lionfish Invitational Inc., Texas A&M University, USGS, and others, NOAA is gaining 
new insight into the spread and impacts of this invasive species—and empowering divers to be part of the   
solution. 
 

Battling Invasive Lionfish in the Gulf: Citizen Scientists Join the Fight 

https://flowergarden.noaa.gov/involved/lionfishinvitational.html
https://flowergarden.noaa.gov/education/invasivelionfish.html
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Sent in by Brion Saathoff  December 12,  2025 

Huge undersea wall dating from 5000 BC found in France 

French marine archaeologists have discovered a       
massive undersea wall off the coast of Brittany, dating 
from around 5,000 BC. 

 

They think it could be from a stone age society whose 
disappearance under rising seas was the origin of a   
local sunken city myth. 
 

The 120-metre (394ft) wall – the biggest underwater 
construction ever found in France – was either a       
fish-trap or a dyke for protection against rising          
sea-levels, the archaeologists believe. 
 

                                The structure has lasted 7,000 years  
When it was built on the Ile de Sein at Brittany's western tip, the wall would have been on the shore-line –    
between the high and low tide marks. Today it is under nine meters of water as the island has shrunk to a     
fraction of its former size. 
 

The wall is on average 20 meters wide and two meters high. At regular intervals divers found large granite 
standing stones – or monoliths – protruding above the wall in two parallel lines. 

 

It is believed these were originally placed on the bedrock and then the wall built around them out of slabs and 
smaller stones. If the fish-trap hypothesis is the right one, then the lines of protruding monoliths would have 
also supported a "net" made of sticks and branches to catch fish as the tide retreated. 
 

With an overall mass of 3,300 tonnes, the wall must have been the work of a substantial settled community. 
And to have lasted 7,000 years, it was clearly an extremely solid structure. 
 

"It was built by a very structured society of hunter-gatherers, of a kind that became sedentary when resources 
permitted. That or it was made by one of the Neolithic populations that arrived here around 5,000 BC," said  
archaeologist Yvan Pailler. 

 

The monoliths that form the basis of the wall are similar to - but predate - the famous menhirs that dot the   
Brittany countryside and are associated with the Neolithic culture. 
 

According to Pailler, there could have been a transmission of know-how on extracting, cutting and transporting 
the stones between older Mesolithic hunter-gatherers and incoming Neolithic agriculturists. 
 

The wall was discovered after local geologist Yves Fouquet studied undersea depth charts drawn up using the 
latest radar technology. "Just off Sein I saw this 120-metre line blocking off an undersea valley. It couldn't be 
natural," he told Le Monde newspaper. 
 

Archaeologists made their first exploration in summer 2022 but had to wait till the following winter – when the 
seaweed had died back – before they could map the wall properly. 
 

In a paper in the International Journal of Nautical Archaeology, the writer’s 
conjecture that sites such as this may lie at the origin of local Breton legends of 
sunken cities. One such lost city – Ys – was believed to lie in the Bay of  
Douarnenez, just a few kilometers to the east. 
 

"It is likely that the abandonment of a territory developed by a highly structured 
society has become deeply rooted in people's memories," the paper says. 
 

"The submersion caused by the rapid rise in sea level, followed by the        
abandonment of fishing structures, protective works, and habitation sites, must 
have left a lasting impression." 
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Dear Lunarfins Family!  
 
Happy New Year Lunarfins family! 
 
As we start off this new year right, I’d like to think about starting off each dive right. Doing a complete        
Pre-Dive Safety Check for yourself and with your buddy is an important step before every dive, whether it is 
your 1st dive or your 10,000th dive. It can help prevent minor inconveniences, as well as life threatening      
accidents. 
 
Here is the breakdown for the pre-dive safety check: 
B- BCD 
W- weights  
R- releases 
A- air on, PSI check 
F- Final OK (all gear, physically and mentally ready to dive) 
 
There are many mnemonics devices you can use to remember, but here are some of my favorites: 
-Begin with review and friend 
-Because we really are friends 
-Burger with relish and fries 
-Because we really aren't fish 

Training Corner with Jessica Lee, Dive Training Officer  

And famously said by one of my fellow instructor candidates during my training (accompanied by a framed 
photo!): Bruce Willis Rules All Films  

This article from Divers Alert Network has a nice detailed breakdown of each item on the Pre-Dive Safety 
checklist:  https://dan.org/alert-diver/article/the-importance-of-a-predive-safety-check/ 
 

As always, let me know if you have an article or topic you would like me to discuss at a future meeting! 

How many of you watched Die Hard over the holiday break?? 

https://dan.org/alert-diver/article/the-importance-of-a-predive-safety-check/
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American Charitable Watersport Activities Foundation  

 

2025 Supporter Registration 

The “American Charitable Watersport Activities Foundation” (ACWA) was       

established by SCUBA divers on March 31, 2023.  ACWA is recognized by the 

IRS as a 501(c)(3) public non-profit charity.   Staffed by non-paid volunteers, 

ACWA’s administrative and donation support is provided annually by members 

of our community.   

Supporter Registration for the “American Charitable Watersport Activities  

Foundation” (ACWA) is open to Dive Clubs and Individuals who reside in the 

United States of America.  2026 registration is $20. 

 “Supporters” on record for 2023 or 2024 are listed on a “Supporter Master List” and need not complete this 

form.  They continue their charity efforts with their 2025 payment of $20 to ACWA’s treasurer - Mark Leiserowitz 

(contact information listed below).   

New “Supporters” need to complete this form to provide ACWA with contact and IRS reporting information.  To 

join as an individual (must be a certified scuba diver, or a member of a dive club) - fill out the application below.  

Please print legibly as e-mail addresses will be utilized to keep supporters abreast with the charity’s status 

and your name as identified below, used in any future donation reporting required by you or the IRS. 

 

Dive Club _______________________________________________ 

or 

Certifying Agency: _____________________________ C-Card Number: _________________________ 

 

Make Checks Payable To: ACWA, c/o Mark Leiserowitz, 5205 De Milo Dr., Houston, Texas 77092. 

 

Name: _____________________________________Phone / Cell Phone: ________________________ 

 

E-Mail: _______________________________________________________________ 
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Directory          YES    or    NO         (Circle one) Volunteer Functions  Check any that interest you 

I would like my contact information published in the 
membership directory. Only those included in the 
directory will receive the Membership Directory. Ad-
dresses and phone numbers are Not distributed to 
any third party. Your monthly newsletter will be sent 
to the e-mail address(es) above, whether or not you 
elect to be included in the Directory. 

         Club President          Meeting technician 

         Vice President (pgms)          Board Member 

         Secretary          TGCC Representative 

         Treasurer          Membership 

         Social Director          Presenter 

         Trips & Training          Activity helper 

         Webmaster          Other 

         Newsletter editor          Other 

Individual Release Form 

In consideration of the acceptance of this application for membership in the Lunarfins Scuba Club. I, intending 
to be legally bound, hereby for myself, my heirs, executors, administrators, waive and release any and all rights 
and claims for damages I may have against the Lunarfins Scuba Club, its members, agents,  representatives, or 
assigns for any and all injuries suffered by me in any club event in which I may participate: 

Signature(s)     ____________________________________________________ Date     _____________________________________ 

                               ____________________________________________________                          _____________________________________ 

                               ____________________________________________________                          _____________________________________ 

                               ____________________________________________________                          _____________________________________ 

Please Check Membership Type 

             New                Fill out and sign the complete 
                                       application below. 
             Renewal       New signatures are required yearly. 
               
             No Changes to previous information provided 

DUES    
  Individual       $25/year 
  
Family              $35/year 
Membership year:  January 1 – December 31 
New Applicants joining July 1 or later, ½ price 

 
Name 

Certification Information       (List highest certification only) 
                 Agency & Type                           Certification Number              Year 

    

    

    

    

Lunarfins Scuba Club Membership Application 
119 Circle Drive S, Liverpool, TX  77577 

DUES DUE NOW! 
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Lunarfins 
119 South Circle Drive  
 Liverpool TX 77577 

 
281-851-5206 

webeditor@lunarfins.com 
 

Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/687047211312336 

 

Website: 
https://www.lunarfins.com/ 

TGCC 
https://www.tgccdiving.org/ 

 

TPWD reefs:  
https://tpwd.texas.gov/

landwater/water/habitats/
artificial_reef/ 

 
 
 

mailto:webeditor@lunarfins.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/687047211312336
https://www.facebook.com/groups/687047211312336
https://www.lunarfins.com/
https://www.tgccdiving.org/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/landwater/water/habitats/artificial_reef/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/landwater/water/habitats/artificial_reef/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/landwater/water/habitats/artificial_reef/
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Diving with Jess 
Dive Training~Group Travel~
 First Aid 
divingwithjess@gmail.com 

979-236-9430 

 
 
 
 
Gigglin’ Marlin Dive & Swim 
4502 Almeda Rd.  
Houston, TX 77004 
281-445-3483 
gigglinmarlin.com 
Please let them know you  
are a member of Lunarfins  

 
 
 
 

Maximum Scuba Houston 
2391 Gun Range Rd.  
League City, TX 77573 
832-820-9949 
 
9771 Long Point Rd.  
Houston, TX 77055 
832-993-2220 
If you are a member of Lunarfins  
You will get a 10% off. 
https://maximum-scuba.com/  

  
 
 

Oceanic Ventures 
5808 Newcastle Drive 
Houston, TX 77401 
713-523-3483 (dive) 
https://oceanicventures.com/  

Outside The Asylum 
2004 Mason Rd 
STE C-2 
Katy, TX 77450 
www.otadiving.com 
855-682-3483 
Please let them know you are a  
member of Lunarfins  

Texas Dive Center 
364 FM 1959 #D  
Houston, TX  
Txdivecenter.com/ 
Please let them know you are a 
member of Lunarfins for 
a discount. 

 Texas Scuba Adventures 
 2309 Mechanic St. 
 Galveston, TX 77550 
 409-363-9641  
 https://texasscubaadventures.com/   

Dive Shops, etc. 

mailto:divingwithjess@gmail.com
tel:2814453483
https://gigglinmarlin.com/
https://oceanicventures.com/contact/#directions
https://oceanicventures.com/contact/#directions
tel:7135233483
https://goo.gl/maps/5vfQLP5aWERddpYS7
https://goo.gl/maps/5vfQLP5aWERddpYS7
https://goo.gl/maps/5vfQLP5aWERddpYS7
https://otadiving.com/
https://www.google.com/search?q=texas+scuba+adventures&sca_esv=7d1141f8e74c7075&sxsrf=AHTn8zr9FOOrzA_uZkaPJeQL4OxIIlrLvg%3A1743008049656&ei=MTHkZ9HiJ8KD0PEPtpO90Ag&oq=texas&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiBXRleGFzKgIIADIKECMYgAQYJxiKBTIKECMYgAQYJxiKBTILEAAYgAQYkQIY

