
 

   

July 2025 

   
Lunarfins Board Meetings  

         are held every other month July.10th if you want to attend  
contact Brion Saathoff at <brionsaatho昀昀@icloud.com >  

before 7:00 PM. on day of meeting to get the zoom access code. 
 

It will be a ZOOM Meeting  
 

If you have an item to bring before the board, 
contact any board member to get on the agenda. 

Lunarfins 

119 Circle Dr. 
Liverpool, TX 

77577 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83674642772?
pwd=YUtDMkdGdkhzVHRleFdwrfgT0pWL1hTdz09 ID: 836 7464 2772  Passcode: 076802 

<Movie Night with the Beasleys= 

Betsy and Craig Beasley 

Betsy and Craig Beasley started diving in 1990 while living and working in Singapore and continued to dive sporadically 
during their working years. After retiring, they did more and more diving, took up underwater photography  and  soon 
began to shoot video and make films. Today, their joint YouTube channel, BC Underwater (youtube.com/
@bcunderwater), contains more than 100 of their videos that range from contest submissions, travel videos documenting 
group dive trips, historical, documentary, biographical and restoration projects. As a result of their love for underwater 
films and filmmaking and with the support of the Houston  Underwater Photographic Society (HUPS), they founded the 
Houston Underwater Film Festival (HUFF) in 2020. The Huff just celebrated its 5th

 anniversary performance screening 
over 50 films submitted from 29 different countries. They are co-chairs of the HUFF and Betsy is the Festival              
Director. Craig is currently serving as president of HUPS and Betsy is the video contest coordinator and edits the HUPS 
newsletter.  

 In their professional lives, Betsy practiced Psychology for more than 20 years in institutions, school systems and in    
private practice before retiring to be a teaching tennis pro. She finished her working years as the Tennis Activities       
Director for the Houston Racquet Club and still competes at the championship level in women's tennis. Craig worked as a 
Geophysicist at Western Geophysical and Schlumberger for 35 years where he served in a variety of positions including 
VP of R&D, VP of Data Processing, Chief Geophysicist and was named a Schlumberger Fellow (now Emeritus). He was 
the founder of Geoscientists Without Borders (seg.org/gwb) and they both continue to support it. They enjoyed their  
postings in Singapore and Rio de Janeiro and today reside in Houston.   

mailto:brionsaathoff@icloud.com
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83674642772?pwd=YUtDMkdGdkhzVHRleFdwT0pWL1hTdz09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83674642772?pwd=YUtDMkdGdkhzVHRleFdwT0pWL1hTdz09
http://youtube.com/@bcunderwater
http://youtube.com/@bcunderwater
http://seg.org/gwb
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 23, 24 You Should Have Been There 4 General Meeting 
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This’s Month Contributors  

 P J Campagna, Paul Cater Deaton,  
Dennis Deavenport, 

Annette & Pete Hasbrook, Pete Hunter, 
Sonny King Family, 

Kirk Leissner, Mike Peters,  
Ja Van Pruett and PeeWee Dwire  

Cindy & Tom Reuland,  
Trish Ross, Cathy Strahan, 

Brion Saathoff,  
Justin Wallace 

Lunarfins 

111 Circle Dr. 
Liverpool, TX 

77577 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057303948082&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZU0Lp_pbH7umF6gxF7rDfq01g5YiPZzkE0DPFiyRIVFhM-QJIfqwNnzI5NP9bH-nOPkGBo38VIQ4qKOTUkkwkZBAi0jQgU3hnx152nvGjXT7MXi-Lm0eZ64eej4P60UWp45VrlvPg2pl7CmMIm8CjlKhQULYaK77P7jyhAuPz4JN-FV_5_wTIbOTHI1
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fexperience.arcgis.com%2Fexperience%2Fb95d6e53798e4390bf91ef34af3a1806%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/1/01000197846caf26-701b6124-1687-4969-8bce-0bc472b96774-000000/FMm4Wk4oFuBph3CvGq-ny2w4bivw7Ap8Uc
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057303948082&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZU0Lp_pbH7umF6gxF7rDfq01g5YiPZzkE0DPFiyRIVFhM-QJIfqwNnzI5NP9bH-nOPkGBo38VIQ4qKOTUkkwkZBAi0jQgU3hnx152nvGjXT7MXi-Lm0eZ64eej4P60UWp45VrlvPg2pl7CmMIm8CjlKhQULYaK77P7jyhAuPz4JN-FV_5_wTIbOTHI1
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      Jul. 4th— Happy 4th of July 

      July  15th — General Meeting — Betsy & Craig Beasey— 

 Movie Night with the Beasleys  
      Jul. TBA — Top Water Grill @ 12pm  
      Aug. 19th — General Meeting — Dennis Deavenport — 

 Legendary Atlantics  
      Aug. 23rd — Lunarfins Scuba Poker Fundraisers p. 20 

      Sept. 16th — General Meeting  — Cris Ledford — TBA 

      Oct. 21th — General Meeting — TBA 

      Oct. 26th — Pumpkin Carving Contest 
      Nov.  19th — General Meeting — Marty Sniderman 

      Dec. 7th — Lunarfins Christmas Party 

 

        ELECTED OFFICERS 
 
 

            President             Brion Saatho昀昀 

 Vice President   Ja Van Prue琀琀 

 Secretary    Frances Bou琀椀n 

 Treasurer   Cathy Strahan 

 Social Director  Mike Peters  

                                           APPOINTED 

 Media Manager  Dennis Deavenport 

 Training informa琀椀on  Jessica Lee 

 Trip informa琀椀on  PJ Campagna 

     Jessica Lee  

 TGCC Representa琀椀ve  Tom Burns 

 Advisor   Dennis Deavenport 

 Advisor   PeeWee Dwire 
 Advisor   Mike Peters   

 Newsle琀琀er   Ja Van Prue琀琀    

 Website   Tom Burns    

Do you have 

any ideas for 

event or  

Topics for 

Speakers for 

2025?  

Please share 

them with 

any of  our            

officers. 

 

Membership 
2025 Membership dues are 

now being accepted from 
April 1st, 2024 to Now 

 

<The renewal form and dues  
payment is required as soon as 

possible prior to April 1.  
 

Please bring the form (below) to 
the next meeting or mail it in.  

 

Please fill in all fields completely 
so that records can be verified 

this time around. 
 

Don’t forget to check your 
interest (s) and if you want to 
be included in the directory. 

 

Membership Application 

 

h琀琀ps://www.lunar昀椀ns.com/  

          

https://www.lunarfins.com/
https://www.lunarfins.com/
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Lunarfins President’s Notes 

 

Hello! Everyone, 

I hope everybody is enjoying their summer vacation and traveling to places far and wide.  

We had a great turnout for the June meeting. Our friend Taylor Galaviz from NOAA. She focused on the fish 
species that inhabit the Flower Garden Nations Marine Sanctuary. Thank you for teaching us about the different 
groups of fish and how to recognize them.  Taylor9s presentation was very informative and entertaining. We 
want to welcome the Thompson family, (Chris, ReNetha, Hunter, Cadie Carouth, and Lakieynde) it9s always a 
pleasure to welcome new members to spend time with.  
 

Lunarfins had our 2nd Annual Season Opener Checkout Dive held this past weekend on Saturday the 28th. We 
had members from Chum, Lunarfins and HUPS. We even got a new member and we all welcome Lisa White. 
Lunch was included for all members. Mike Callaway did an excellent job cooking, he served burgers, sausage 
and all beef hot dogs. Many people brought side dishes. Thank you for making this a success. I would like to 
thank Mammoth Lake for letting us hold our event there, the visibility above the thermal was about 10 to 12 
feet. 
 

Jessica Lee was going to teach a buoyancy clinic but a case food poisoning made her unable to attend. We all 
hope you are feeling better, Jessica. Dennis Deavenport did a GoPro clinic and Dave Pickler did a regulator 
check. Everyone filled out a waiver, with the help of  Ja Van Pruett for Lunarfins, you only need do this once a 
year for us..  
 

Please keep Sonny King and Pete Hunter in your prayers, they are both just getting over surgery.  

Please join us on July 15 at our general meeting. Members Betsy and Craig Beasley will be there for <Movie 
Night with Beasley=. They are awesome videographers and photographers and the driving force behind the 
Houston Underwater Film Festival. It is bound to be a great night BYOP (POPCORN). 
 

Don9t forget to mark your calendars for the August 23. Scuba poker At Lake Longhorn. 

If you haven9t renewed your membership yet, Cathy has set up a way to do it without having to mail a check in. 
She has worked really hard on making it easier to renew. 
  

We did make a little extra money beyond what was budgeted for the season opener so we are going to donate 
that to the Gulf Coast Council of clubs. 
 

I hope everybody has a great summer, 
 

Best regards, 
            Fins up, 
 

       Happy Birthday to  
everyone that has  

a birthday this month! 
May your day be wonderful !! 

Members, if you have any diving gear that you want to sell. 
Please give details to any board member. 
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Lunarfin’s Raffle — Let’s Make Some Money 

Lunarfins’s will be offering raffle items at meetings. Tickets will be very      
reasonable and the items raffled off will be interesting and worth having. Cathy 
Strahan, Ja Van Pruett and Dennis Deavenport have regularly donated for the    
Raffle. 
 

Each month will have at least one item to pick from and you will not know until 
you come and see what is being offered… Bring a little Mad Money to the meeting 
to the meeting to help Lunarfins earn money for social events  If you have      
something you would like to donate, Please contact JaVan Pruett at 
<caladyfish@gmail.com>, she would love to hear from you.  

Elaine King Ousley Nevarez.—After spending nearly 3 weeks in the        
hospital, my dad, Sonny King, has now been home for over a week. With the 
many thoughts and prayers he received from you, he and my mom are moving       
forward in a positive direction. He is now having in-home occupational and 
physical therapy for the next few weeks. He will be having the stent that was 
placed in his esophagus removed on July 7th. Sony and Johnnie have lived in 
the same home for over 60 years. With much encouragement and support from 
my brother,  sister and I, my parents are now planning to relocate to an        
independent living community in the Cypress area, to be close to me. Their      
transition over the next few months will be bitter-sweet. Please continue to 
keep them in your thoughts and prayers as they make their transition.  

Sonny King 

Pete recently had surgery on his neck, resulting in tissue damage due to   
radiation treatments. Because the tissue has not recover, the doctors did   
another surgery on June 23th to alleviate the problem with a skin graft. His  
the surgical team is confident that he has no more cancer. Norma and their 
son Brian stayed at the hospital until Pete was out of surgery. They decided 
to keep him overnight. Norma has updated us and Pete is recovering nicely. 

On May 11th, Norma and Pete celebrated 62 years of marriage. Your      
Lunarfins family wishes you many more years of health and happiness. 

https://www.facebook.com/elaine.king.ousley.nevarez?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUfYHlSXcrkTwQdRp29o9lwHYKeWuvWTqhznh1W_N2ly2PK1U8Y4-x0itt9tZ1sVbIVKrOYVr4lz4vIANxrMO0pbcSnBRb3Bcn268XTSszDpoygYibKpJbHlIHNYO0zaRJLYUHF6mBMsUkzcozKQIlw&__tn__=-%5dC%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/sonny.king.777?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUfYHlSXcrkTwQdRp29o9lwHYKeWuvWTqhznh1W_N2ly2PK1U8Y4-x0itt9tZ1sVbIVKrOYVr4lz4vIANxrMO0pbcSnBRb3Bcn268XTSszDpoygYibKpJbHlIHNYO0zaRJLYUHF6mBMsUkzcozKQIlw&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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Items for Sale4Cathy Strahan 
 

Upcoming General  Meet ings —  Spring Greek Barbeque  

 

 Tuesday, July 15th and Tuesday, August 19th 
 

Be sure to check out their menu 

 

https://www.springcreekbarbeque.com/ 
 

2710 Gulf Fwy S, League City, TX 77573  
Come at 6 pm—and order,  6:30—announcements & social    

Speakers start at 7:00 pm  —will be a ZOOM presentation 

2710 Gulf Fwy S, League City, TX 77573  

$20.00 

$20.00 
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Angela Duran 

Oscar Yu Fuad Samhour 

Jeremiah Smith 
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Chris Thompson ReNetha Thompson Hunter Thompson 

Kadie Carouth 

Lakielynde Thompson 

Lisa White 



 

 9 

Paul Cater Deaton 

On May the Fourth, I got to do       
something I really love and need to be 
doing more often - I got to officiate the 
wedding of these two lovely people! The 
Force is strong with them!  

June 6, 20254Ten years ago today, I had the honour of     
participating in one of the most significant events of my life. 
My talk was called "The Only Good Shark" and spoke of the 
horrendous, unsustainable practice of shark finning. It was the 
basis of my documentary of the same name. I can not           
sufficiently express my thanks to the organizers of the event 
for having me along.  

This weekend is going to be SO MUCH 
FUN!  

Juneteenth has been a big day for me since I was little. 
When I got a text saying that the Secret Service needed 
my headshot, I knew it was going to be bigger. It was 
absolutely historic. And thanks for the challenge coin, 
President Biden.  

Celebrating Juneteenth at Galveston9s Reedy Chapel, 
the place where it all began back in 1865.  
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Dennis Deavenport 

 

Dennis is on another adventure with non-divers on Turneffe Island, one of 3 atolls in Belize.  Undaunted    
travelers to tropical destinations enjoy whatever weather comes their way. Dennis and his buddies have spent a 
night with howling winds, sunny days, cooling breezes and varying temperatures as they enjoying walking the 
atoll, realizing by the bar, fishing and simple enjoy the beauty of the island. Getting on the boat with 5-6 ft 
swells wasn't swell but we managed. Turneffe Island Resort knocked themselves out for us. Very inviting and 
accommodating for all of us. Food was special. 
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Pete and Annette Hasbrook  

Annette and I had a wonderful weekend at Notre Dame for our Class of 885 Reunion. We laughed and loved 
with some of the best friends we will ever have, especially from our dorms. We planned and sang one of the 
best Masses I9ve ever been part of. Thanks for your friendships and memories. 
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Alex Gangeme  

Diving at the NASA Neutral Boyancy Laboratory! - A lot of the time working at NASA feels just like any  
other job - but then I get to do something really cool, and I am reminded of how lucky I am to be here doing 
work I care about, and how grateful I am to have these opportunities.  
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Mike Peters 

   A rare and beautiful capture of Migaloo, a well 
known brilliant white humpback whale. It was    
reportedly the only white albino whale in the world 
until an all white calf had been sighted just a few 
years ago. As humpbacks migrate annually to   
tropical waters to give birth, Migaloo and MJ 
(Migaloo junior) are a magical and rare  encounter 
for avid whale watchers along Australia's East 
coast. They think he was around 3-5 years old when 
first spotted, which makes him 25-27 now. Barring 
an unfortunate accident, he may have another 50 
years ahead of him.  
   They know he9s a male from his song. While both 
male and female humpback whales produce 
sound, only males sing the melodic humpback 
songs that long ago captured our imaginations. In 
1998, researchers first recorded Migaloo singing4
and his knack for melody gave it away. 

Everyone knows that the whale is a   
mammal, but what few know is that a 
small whale is breastfed, but not through 
direct contact like other land mammals... 
Instead, the female whale throws away her 
milk while her child is near her to    
breastfeed, but whale milk has a high-fat 
content of 50%. Therefore, the form of 
milk is thick and sticky and does not     
dissolve in water. So the baby whale can 
grab and eat the milk. A perfect  breeding     
geometry. 
 

Photography: Mike Korostelev  

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/nature/episodes/humpback-whales/song-of-the-sea/2874/
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/nature/episodes/humpback-whales/song-of-the-sea/2874/
https://soundcloud.com/iwhales/migaloo
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Ja Van Pruett and PeeWee Dwire 

Ja Van spent the weekend of June 6,7 with her cousins in Sulphur, Louisiana. 

PeeWee and I spent the weekend of June 20, 21 in Ft. Worth, visiting Billie Williams, 
Beth Conway. PeeWee and I went to a Memorial Service for a good friend in Dallas. 

Jay Wayne, me and wife Bobbie Murphy, 
Jay is 9 months younger than me. 

4 cousins, Leslie Murphy Guilbeaux, Jay Wayne, me,  
Jimmy Murphy and Loy Murphy 

Jimmy, and wife Diane Murphy.  
Beth Conway, me, Billie Williams (soon to be a member) and PeeWee Dwire 
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Cindy and Tom Rueland 

Fantastic visit to Fernandina Beach to visit Bev and Dale and Doggy Jack. Great food, weather, yoga,    
sunsets, bands, friends and family. A beautiful weekend!  
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Justin Wallace 

on  
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Justin Wallace (Continued) 

The Gen. Hoyt S. Vandenberg, is a former military troop transport and former missile-tracking ship.-- Key West, 
Florida.  

The Felipe Xicotencatl C-53, originally named the USS Scuffle, was a naval vessel built for the United States Navy 

during World War II. -- Cozumel, Mexico.  

The USS Kittiwake is a Chanticleer-class submarine rescue ship that served as an Auxiliary Submarine Rescue    

vessel.-- Grand Cayman.  

The Hilma Hooker is a 236-foot Dutch freighter built in the Netherlands. The Hilma Hooker was confiscated after 

25,000 pounds of marijuana were found hidden onboard.-- Bonaire.  

The Cedar Pride is a former Lebanese freighter, the ship sustained extensive damage during a fire in 1982.--
Aquaba, Jordan.  

The Saba Tugboat wreck, also known as Tugboat wreck was accidentally sunk while being towed to a nearby harbor.

Curaçao.  
#wrecks #wreckdiving #artificialreef #uwphotography #underwaterphoto #underwaterworld #nikond850 #nauti-
camhousings 

Justin Wallace is at Klein Curaçao. 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/wrecks?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXCuEq5M3PfB1e7QWCWVJnEkAUTQGXdwAJuL1kx58T2tACYjS31HmwxLkLa5AklQ4pAy5eaBJVt0WHA8BMS7JKZD60LI5i6ujuFC2ea5rl7W5k3ypmiDG_udecTI1dgNWij9U1--ekRIaxJrUIO5RovqvwK-qxkaLj7kNaXiLzsLwdM_agiCteEguQ3PueyBU
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/wreckdiving?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXCuEq5M3PfB1e7QWCWVJnEkAUTQGXdwAJuL1kx58T2tACYjS31HmwxLkLa5AklQ4pAy5eaBJVt0WHA8BMS7JKZD60LI5i6ujuFC2ea5rl7W5k3ypmiDG_udecTI1dgNWij9U1--ekRIaxJrUIO5RovqvwK-qxkaLj7kNaXiLzsLwdM_agiCteEguQ3P
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/artificialreef?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXCuEq5M3PfB1e7QWCWVJnEkAUTQGXdwAJuL1kx58T2tACYjS31HmwxLkLa5AklQ4pAy5eaBJVt0WHA8BMS7JKZD60LI5i6ujuFC2ea5rl7W5k3ypmiDG_udecTI1dgNWij9U1--ekRIaxJrUIO5RovqvwK-qxkaLj7kNaXiLzsLwdM_agiCteEgu
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/uwphotography?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXCuEq5M3PfB1e7QWCWVJnEkAUTQGXdwAJuL1kx58T2tACYjS31HmwxLkLa5AklQ4pAy5eaBJVt0WHA8BMS7JKZD60LI5i6ujuFC2ea5rl7W5k3ypmiDG_udecTI1dgNWij9U1--ekRIaxJrUIO5RovqvwK-qxkaLj7kNaXiLzsLwdM_agiCteEguQ
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/underwaterphoto?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXCuEq5M3PfB1e7QWCWVJnEkAUTQGXdwAJuL1kx58T2tACYjS31HmwxLkLa5AklQ4pAy5eaBJVt0WHA8BMS7JKZD60LI5i6ujuFC2ea5rl7W5k3ypmiDG_udecTI1dgNWij9U1--ekRIaxJrUIO5RovqvwK-qxkaLj7kNaXiLzsLwdM_agiCteEg
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/underwaterworld?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXCuEq5M3PfB1e7QWCWVJnEkAUTQGXdwAJuL1kx58T2tACYjS31HmwxLkLa5AklQ4pAy5eaBJVt0WHA8BMS7JKZD60LI5i6ujuFC2ea5rl7W5k3ypmiDG_udecTI1dgNWij9U1--ekRIaxJrUIO5RovqvwK-qxkaLj7kNaXiLzsLwdM_agiCteEg
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/nikond850?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXCuEq5M3PfB1e7QWCWVJnEkAUTQGXdwAJuL1kx58T2tACYjS31HmwxLkLa5AklQ4pAy5eaBJVt0WHA8BMS7JKZD60LI5i6ujuFC2ea5rl7W5k3ypmiDG_udecTI1dgNWij9U1--ekRIaxJrUIO5RovqvwK-qxkaLj7kNaXiLzsLwdM_agiCteEguQ3Pue
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/nauticamhousings?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXCuEq5M3PfB1e7QWCWVJnEkAUTQGXdwAJuL1kx58T2tACYjS31HmwxLkLa5AklQ4pAy5eaBJVt0WHA8BMS7JKZD60LI5i6ujuFC2ea5rl7W5k3ypmiDG_udecTI1dgNWij9U1--ekRIaxJrUIO5RovqvwK-qxkaLj7kNaXiLzsLwdM_agiCteE
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/nauticamhousings?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXCuEq5M3PfB1e7QWCWVJnEkAUTQGXdwAJuL1kx58T2tACYjS31HmwxLkLa5AklQ4pAy5eaBJVt0WHA8BMS7JKZD60LI5i6ujuFC2ea5rl7W5k3ypmiDG_udecTI1dgNWij9U1--ekRIaxJrUIO5RovqvwK-qxkaLj7kNaXiLzsLwdM_agiCteE
https://www.facebook.com/justin.wallace.16568?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVS61ZPN1FheNDdaMhUbVMzPbWPXcZdWrJvElEhb1g4H6anHnMCGitOhY8huKHFlxE3aIBDEOvq5jtKvgR7pXP-IcTKnXU7G7nROffOYoJRapKrmIB8i90gzSs0tJGbffX4yivfKOO5J7542oz_W-EBCvRtuhqSU2CEmYhS475bDQejxKxPApwSMP3yTv0fF1c_ZJ
https://www.facebook.com/Klein-Cura%C3%A7ao-103092363064822/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVS61ZPN1FheNDdaMhUbVMzPbWPXcZdWrJvElEhb1g4H6anHnMCGitOhY8huKHFlxE3aIBDEOvq5jtKvgR7pXP-IcTKnXU7G7nROffOYoJRapKrmIB8i90gzSs0tJGbffX4yivfKOO5J7542oz_W-EBCvRtuhqSU2CEmYhS475bDQejxKxPApw
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  Gold from legendary 1708 shipwreck—the San Jose Galleon  

 

 

Sent in by Michael Peters 

                       Gold from legendary 1708 shipwreck holding billions of dollars in treasure is seen in new 
images 

 

More than three centuries after a legendary Spanish galleon loaded with treasure sank off the coast of          
Colombia, researches have uncovered new details about gold coins found scattered around the shipwreck. 
 

Dubbed the "holy grail" of shipwrecks, the San Jose galleon was sunk by the British navy near Cartagena in 
1708, killing most of the roughly 600 crewmembers on board. The ship was believed to be holding gold,     
silver, gemstones and other treasure worth billions of dollars. 
 

Now researchers have analyzed intricately designed gold coins found near the wreck, confirming they are    
indeed from the iconic San Jose. The coins feature depictions of castles, lions and crosses on the front and the 
"Crowned Pillars of Hercules" above ocean waves on the back, according to a new study published Tuesday in 
the journal Antiquity. 
 

Researchers, including experts from Colombia's navy, studied images taken by remotely operated vehicles of 
dozens of coins that are scattered around the shipwreck nearly 2,000 feet below the ocean's surface. The 
study's authors said the exact number of coins on the seabed is difficult to determine "due to the dynamic    
nature of the site." But an analysis of high-resolution images from the remotely operated vehicles shows each 
coin's average diameter is 32.5 millimeters and weighs roughly 27 grams. 
 

On some of the coins, researchers were able to discern the letters "PVA" 4 representing a Latin motto    
meaning "Plus Ultra" or "Further Beyond." That adage was used on currency to signify the expansion of the 
Spanish monarchy in the Atlantic, the study's authors said. Numbers depicting the coins' denomination and the 
date of minting (1707) could also be seen. 
 

The study's authors said the coins from this period were often cut from gold or silver ingots. "Hand-struck,  
irregularly shaped coins 4 known as cobs in English and macuquinas in Spanish 4 served as the primary  
currency in the Americas for more than two centuries," the authors said in a statement. 

https://www.theepochtimes.com/author/michael-wing
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/san-jose-shipwreck-colombia-new-artifacts-found-billions-treasure/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/san-jose-shipwreck-colombia-new-video-treasure-2-new-shipwrecks/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/san-jose-shipwreck-colombia-200-tons-treasure/
https://doi.org/10.15184/aqy.2025.10095
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/antiquity/article/cobs-in-the-archaeological-context-of-the-san-jose-galleon-shipwreck/66532DCA302A8C08A1EBFE4AC7E4E6C1
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Do you know your <Blue IQ?= 

In NOAA9s new video series, ocean and coastal safety expert Bruckner Chase educates beachgoers about  
common threats in coastal waters. 
 

Each year, Americans lose their lives or are severely injured when visiting beaches around the U.S., and these 
numbers rise during the summer months. This series addresses the disconnect between ocean conditions and 
what people think they know about beach safety and their swimming strength. 

 

NOAA produced the new video series in partnership with the Ocean Positive Foundation and Smithsonian   
Institution. The videos build on previous NOAA campaigns about wave safety and rip currents to               
communicate with a new generation of beachgoers about coastal hazards. 
 

The National Ocean Service plays a vital role in beach safety and provides resources aimed at keeping    
beachgoers safe and informed all year long, including information on the latest tides and currents, harmful   
algal blooms and dangerous marine debris in coastal waters. 
 

Check out the video series! You may even recognize some of the video locations. 

Report Your Observations 

Was something spawning? Did you see any sharks, rays, or sea turtles? Was 
there any coral bleaching? Were fish acting strangely? Did something not look 
quite right? Did you see a bird or a whale at the surface? Sanctuary staff want 
to know. 

 

Please tell us about your visit and any interesting observations you made by 
emailing us at flowergarden@noaa.gov. 

Let9s go diving in the NOAA's Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary! The weather looks great 
and tomorrow night9s 2 day trip is a confirmed go. Or….go with one of our instructors on the Sun night      
departure for 3 days. We have a few spots remaining and we can get you booked right over the phone today. If 
you9ve never been before it9s blue water diving right out of Freeport, TX. It9s very simple, $940 for EITHER 
trip covers your stay aboard the MV Fling, food/basic beverages, diving, and Nitrox (if certified). All you 
need to decide is Fri departure for 7 fun dives Sat/
Sun or Sun night departure with one of our         
instructors   leading the trip for 11 dives mon/tue/
wed and offering AOW, Deep, or Nitrox. Or if you 
want to get 18 dives in you could just do both trips 
for 940 each! We will include rental gear for either 
of these trips when you book through Island       
Divers. 940-383-3483  

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Foceantoday.noaa.gov%2Fblueiq%2Fwelcome.html%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/1/01000197acb15894-2b3b85da-fd9b-4181-85ee-33bacf177c89-000000/b4WgL3UFn71xkLmV6m3uZv01wZSHBsHQThjD3kTzR1E=411
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.noaa.gov%2Fnews-release%2Fknow-your-blue-iq-noaa-launches-new-beach-safety-campaign%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/1/01000197acb15894-2b3b85da-fd9b-4181-85ee-33bacf177c89-000000/8_ZWFxYprYFEfYq8
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fbcoceanpositive.org%2F%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/1/01000197acb15894-2b3b85da-fd9b-4181-85ee-33bacf177c89-000000/cL_UDBuHYtyYmsh4xxyPw8aQiJPjUya9ZbM_Mrkwp04=411
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Focean.si.edu%2F%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/1/01000197acb15894-2b3b85da-fd9b-4181-85ee-33bacf177c89-000000/pMHcYR1HueWplzIZ0sDH1oZ7TolSa6UoYbya-RrWFKU=411
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Focean.si.edu%2F%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/1/01000197acb15894-2b3b85da-fd9b-4181-85ee-33bacf177c89-000000/pMHcYR1HueWplzIZ0sDH1oZ7TolSa6UoYbya-RrWFKU=411
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Foceantoday.noaa.gov%2Fevery-full-moon%2Ffull-moon-wavesafe.html%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/1/01000197acb15894-2b3b85da-fd9b-4181-85ee-33bacf177c89-000000/4pAIG--2g72c8EpzL_MS-dMjQ3X8wMb8fOreg9b4
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Foceantoday.noaa.gov%2Fevery-full-moon%2Ffull-moon-ripcurrent.html%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/1/01000197acb15894-2b3b85da-fd9b-4181-85ee-33bacf177c89-000000/dC9DyhznCWCf0M3eEPNGwGFDNKHp_k51ztAG3J
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Foceanservice.noaa.gov%2Fnavigation%2Ftidesandcurrents%2F%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/1/01000197acb15894-2b3b85da-fd9b-4181-85ee-33bacf177c89-000000/9w0JFaim-vgA6lFxmAXAT1yqcQ2XwRWb3ZWAWvO_h0s=411
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Foceanservice.noaa.gov%2Fhazards%2Fhab%2F%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/1/01000197acb15894-2b3b85da-fd9b-4181-85ee-33bacf177c89-000000/LtWQbvXhRLCCViZHzdVWvQRHzz8dE6XcHarye1lzETY=411
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Foceanservice.noaa.gov%2Fhazards%2Fhab%2F%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/1/01000197acb15894-2b3b85da-fd9b-4181-85ee-33bacf177c89-000000/LtWQbvXhRLCCViZHzdVWvQRHzz8dE6XcHarye1lzETY=411
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Foceanservice.noaa.gov%2Ffacts%2Fmarinedebris.html%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/1/01000197acb15894-2b3b85da-fd9b-4181-85ee-33bacf177c89-000000/NsgD4kmE_VmiYcH25bUVtDNRUKi33Tl9XWmSTOGgSTU=411
file:///C:/Users/calad/OneDrive/Documents/Diving/Lunarfins/Newsletters/2025/July
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fflowergarden.noaa.gov%2Finvolved%2Fcitizenscience.html%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/1/01000197acb15894-2b3b85da-fd9b-4181-85ee-33bacf177c89-000000/h0GLJske3JsXoYqmh8dAr1hw7LoFMUYEdzW146kSyu4=411
mailto:flowergarden@noaa.gov
https://www.facebook.com/FGBNMS?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVud1Fmz3AisYyeSYfa9n_wj1TKqeqp0grjDISR8NqiTqd00zVxH3KeU8WyG8mF3OAR5o-rxeVKBUqCYDN8Z-dMSV1u_dibwrN-C-RkrxYA9fGGJOFgD1qgcqG1y7O_nMZcLBnfCtVcbh94EaHXCtrpIwIxC4hh0_AGHsMJRvaDyZ8-8Y4XxuDiraG4neIJxmwjEhsiJL1WXWkRquWI
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New and Improved Sanctuary Mapping Tool  
The Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary (FGBNMS) mapping tool, located on 
the homepage of the FGBNMS website, recently was upgraded to become an interactive map. 
This updated online GIS-based mapping tool hosts data layers for bathymetry, management 
zones, oil and gas activities, mooring buoys, and oceanographic data in and around the     
sanctuary. Numerous data layers can be turned on or off (via the stacked square icon at the top 
right-hand corner of the map) and other external data can be added to the map. In addition,  

FGBNMS dashboards (such as the Sofar Spotter Buoy Dashboard) can be found on the <Data 
Resources= link in the top blue box of the mapping tool. As a bonus, a new FGBNMS mooring 
buoy data layer provides buoy status information (present or not present) so that stakeholders 
can stay updated as they plan offshore trips.  

Offshore Conditions 

Before you head out to Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary, get the most up-to-date information 
available about weather, sea state, and water conditions. 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fexperience.arcgis.com%2Fexperience%2Fb95d6e53798e4390bf91ef34af3a1806%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/1/01000197846caf26-701b6124-1687-4969-8bce-0bc472b96774-000000/FMm4Wk4oFuBph3CvGq-ny2w4bivw7Ap8Uc
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fflowergarden.noaa.gov%2F%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/1/01000197846caf26-701b6124-1687-4969-8bce-0bc472b96774-000000/SRgncKQK66TY3vvOWa66nvzQi-WznnFRNjjuae-jTog=410
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fspotters.sofarocean.com%2F%3Fspotter-filter=SPOT-30987C%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/1/01000197846caf26-701b6124-1687-4969-8bce-0bc472b96774-000000/rMo3O1WqxEcJAwp84QcLWIt0Y6hocK7wI8YbUDkpTDQ=410
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fflowergarden.noaa.gov%2Fvisiting%2Foffshoreconditions.html%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=GovDelivery/1/01000197846caf26-701b6124-1687-4969-8bce-0bc472b96774-000000/pkXIpkBCnnu8EdP4ve5WlPo6bSZJq1MfydtzgJKraCU=4
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American Charitable Watersport Activities Foundation  

 

2025 Supporter Registration 

The <American Charitable Watersport Activities Foundation= (ACWA) was       
established by SCUBA divers on March 31, 2023.  ACWA is recognized by the 
IRS as a 501(c)(3) public non-profit charity.   Staffed by non-paid volunteers, 
ACWA’s administrative and donation support is provided annually by members 
of our community.   
Supporter Registration for the <American Charitable Watersport Activities  
Foundation= (ACWA) is open to Dive Clubs and Individuals who reside in the 
United States of America.  2025 registration is $20. 
 <Supporters= on record for 2023 or 2024 are listed on a <Supporter Master List= and need not complete this 
form.  They continue their charity efforts with their 2025 payment of $20 to ACWA’s treasurer - Mark Leiserowitz 
(contact information listed below).   

New <Supporters= need to complete this form to provide ACWA with contact and IRS reporting information.  To 
join as an individual (must be a certified scuba diver, or a member of a dive club) - fill out the application below.  
Please print legibly as e-mail addresses will be utilized to keep supporters abreast with the charity’s status 
and your name as identified below, used in any future donation reporting required by you or the IRS. 

 

Dive Club _______________________________________________ 

or 
Certifying Agency: _____________________________ C-Card Number: _________________________ 

 

Make Checks Payable To: ACWA, c/o Mark Leiserowitz, 5205 De Milo Dr., Houston, Texas 77092. 

 

Name: _____________________________________Phone / Cell Phone: ________________________ 

 

E-Mail: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Signature: ____________________________________________ Date: ________________________ 
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Kelly Halbach 3 Fine Arts 

Taylor Galaviz4 Fish ID 
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Lunarfins 
119 South Circle Drive  
 Liverpool TX 77577 

 

281-851-5206 

webeditor@lunarfins.com 

 

Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/687047211312336 

 

Website: 
h琀琀ps://www.lunar昀椀ns.com/ 

TGCC 

h琀琀ps://www.tgccdiving.org/ 

 

TPWD reefs:  
h琀琀ps://tpwd.texas.gov/

landwater/water/habitats/
ar琀椀昀椀cial_reef/ 

 
 
 

mailto:webeditor@lunarfins.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/687047211312336
https://www.facebook.com/groups/687047211312336
https://www.lunarfins.com/
https://www.tgccdiving.org/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/landwater/water/habitats/artificial_reef/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/landwater/water/habitats/artificial_reef/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/landwater/water/habitats/artificial_reef/
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Diving with Jess 

Dive Training~Group Travel~
 First Aid 

divingwithjess@gmail.com 

979-236-9430 

 

 

 

 

Gigglin’ Marlin Dive & Swim 

4502 Almeda Rd.  
Houston, TX 77004 

281-445-3483 

gigglinmarlin.com 

Please let them know you  
are a member of Lunarfins  

 

 

 

 

Maximum Scuba Houston 

2391 Gun Range Rd.  
League City, TX 77573 

832-820-9949 

 

9771 Long Point Rd.  
Houston, TX 77055 

832-993-2220 

If you are a member of Lunarfins  
You will get a 10% off. 
https://maximum-scuba.com/  

  

 

 

Oceanic Ventures 

5808 Newcastle Drive 

Houston, TX 77401 

713-523-3483 (dive) 
https://oceanicventures.com/  

Outside The Asylum 

2004 Mason Rd 

STE C-2 

Katy, TX 77450 

www.otadiving.com 

855-682-3483 

Please let them know you are a  
member of Lunarfins  

Texas Dive Center 

364 FM 1959 #D  
Houston, TX  
Txdivecenter.com/ 
Please let them know you are a 

member of Lunarfins for 
a discount. 

 Texas Scuba Adventures 

 2309 Mechanic St. 
 Galveston, TX 77550 

 409-363-9641  

 https://texasscubaadventures.com/   

Dive Shops, etc. 

mailto:divingwithjess@gmail.com
tel:2814453483
https://gigglinmarlin.com/
https://oceanicventures.com/contact/#directions
https://oceanicventures.com/contact/#directions
tel:7135233483
https://goo.gl/maps/5vfQLP5aWERddpYS7
https://goo.gl/maps/5vfQLP5aWERddpYS7
https://goo.gl/maps/5vfQLP5aWERddpYS7
https://otadiving.com/
https://www.google.com/search?q=texas+scuba+adventures&sca_esv=7d1141f8e74c7075&sxsrf=AHTn8zr9FOOrzA_uZkaPJeQL4OxIIlrLvg%3A1743008049656&ei=MTHkZ9HiJ8KD0PEPtpO90Ag&oq=texas&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiBXRleGFzKgIIADIKECMYgAQYJxiKBTIKECMYgAQYJxiKBTILEAAYgAQYkQIY

