
 

   

May 2024 

   

Lunarfins Board Meetings  
         are held every other month on the 2nd Thursday of the 
Month. Our next meet will be on July 11 if you want to attend       

contact Brion Saathoff at <brionsaathoff@icloud.com >  
before 7:00 PM. on day of meeting to get the zoom access code. 

 

It will be a ZOOM Meeting  
 

If you have an item to bring before the board, 
contact any board member to get on the agenda. 

 

 “Planning For Dive Safety"  

Trish Ross — 25+ years as a Safety Professional/Rescue Diver. 

Trish Ross will be presenting the topic Planning for Dive   

Safety.  

As a Safety Professional and Rescue Diver, Trish brings insight 

to things that could go wrong and how to be prepared.  

Most of us plan for our dive experience by having checklists of 

the type of diving we’ll be doing, climate and non diving activities. But are 

we also performing a hazard assessment?  

Trish will lead us through that process of critical thinking, situational 
awareness for planning and onsite “in the moment” assessment. DAN is a 
amazing resource to assist with this process and knowing which items are 

value added. This presentation will combine knowledge, approach and best 
practices. 
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Lunarfins 

P.O. Box 57514 

Webster, TX 

77598-7514 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83674642772?

pwd=YUtDMkdGdkhzVHRleFdwrfgT0pWL1hTdz09 ID: 836 7464 

2772  Passcode: 076802 

mailto:brionsaathoff@icloud.com
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83674642772?pwd=YUtDMkdGdkhzVHRleFdwT0pWL1hTdz09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83674642772?pwd=YUtDMkdGdkhzVHRleFdwT0pWL1hTdz09
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        May 21st.— Trish Ross — DAN Safety                     

        June 18th. — Dr. Michelle Johnston — Newly     

Appointed Sanctuary Superintendent  

        July  16th. — General Meeting — Dan Tirtowidjojo 

        Aug. 20th. — General Meeting Lily Douglas—  

  Robotics 

        Sept. 19th — General Meeting — TBA 

        Oct.  15th — Jennifer Opiela-Miksch — The Treasure  

 of Codos Island 

 

 

   

        ELECTED OFFICERS 
 
 

            President             Brion Saathoff 

 Vice President   Ja Van Pruett 

 Secretary    Frances Boutin 

 Treasurer   Cathy Straham 

 Social Director  Mike Peters  

                                           APPOINTED 

 Media Manager  Dennis Deavenport 

 Training information  Jessica Lee 

 Trip information  PJ Campagna 

     Jessica Lee  

 TGCC Representative  Tom Burns 

 Advisor   Dennis Deavenport 

 Advisor   PeeWee Dwire 

 Advisor   Mike Peters   

 Newsletter   Ja Van Pruett    

 Website   Tom Burns    

Do you have 

any ideas for 

event or  

Topics for 

Speakers for 

2024?  

Please share 

them with 

any of  our            

officers. 

 

Membership 
2024 Membership dues are 

now being accepted from 

April 1st, 2024 to March 31st 

2025 
 

“The renewal form and dues  

payment is required as soon as 

possible prior to April 1.  
 

Please bring the form (below) to 

the next meeting or mail it in.  

 

Please fill in all fiANelds      

completely so that records can 

be verified this time around. 
 

Don’t forget to check your 

interest (s) and if you want to 

be included in the directory. 

 

Membership Application 

 

https://www.lunarfins.com/  

          

https://www.lunarfins.com/
https://www.lunarfins.com/
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Lunarfins President’s Notes 

 

Hello Lunarfins Family, 
 

I hope everyone had a great Cinco de Mayo. 
 

We had a great presentation from Joe Campanelli on the shipwrecks of Truk Lagoon last month, 
thank you Joe for taking the time to put that together for us, Truk is one of my bucket list            
destinations. 
 

We have a new member to the family, Welcome! Karen Rompot, she is one of my trainers and dive 
buddies from the dive team at Moody Gardens. 
 

We have the new board in place and a new budget that needs to be voted on at the May 21st meeting. 
 

According to the Lunarfins constitution you have to be current on the dues (April 2024-2025) in order to have a say in it 
or vote, you can find the application at the club website, if you don't  want to mail it you can bring it with you to the 
meeting, I have had conversations in the past about why we have to fill out a new application each year and the most  
important reason is that there is a liability waiver in there for the club and its members, this is very important as we all 
know that scuba can be an  inherently dangerous activity. 
 

We will also have waivers at the Spring check out dive on June 2nd. in order to participate in the activities, sorry folks 
but it's just the way the world works these days. 
 

Cathy is working on a way for people to do waivers and dues electronically, Welby is a little behind the times so it's    
taking some work on her part, Thank you Cathy. 
 

So, a little bit about the spring checkout dive, Dennis has been kind enough to put together a flyer for us and a google 
forms so we can get an idea of the amount of food and refreshments to purchase, so if you are planning to attend please 
respond to it, we have also invited all the clubs to attend and anyone else that might be interested. we will be at Thunder 
Bay which is a pavilion at the back of the property past the RV park, entry fees for Mammoth are $25 for divers $10 for 
non-divers, the only swimming at the lake is for training and the swimmer has to be attached to a swim buoy at all 
times.  The meal will be $10 for non-members it will be free for members. All the information is in the flyer and at the 
Mammoth Lake Texas website. Please go to the website and fill out the waiver for the lake ahead of time so you do not 
create a traffic jam at the gate, this is normally a very busy time of the year. (you will not be popular with the line of   
divers behind you waiting to get in.) IF YOU ARE NEEDING A TANK OR RENTAL EQUIPMENT, I recommend you 
reserve it soon so you will know if it's available. 
 

Anyone that is interested in helping out please let us know. 
 

Our speaker for the next meeting is Trish Ross with Dan Safety, please join us, as I always learn something when I attend 
a meeting with a DAN presentation. 
 

HUPS is hosting an underwater lighting workshop on June 1st from 1:30 to 3:30 at the Bayland community center. These 
are always great workshops and worth the effort to attend, if you can't make it in person, you can always zoom in.  
 

We have the board meetings every other month, if you are interested you are welcome to join, the date and time is always 
in the newsletter and the zoom link and address for all of our meetings are also always in the newsletter on page one. 
  
Thank you all for making Lunarfins an awesome club, we couldn't do it without y'all 
 
Fins up. Tiny bubbles, 
                                                                                                         
Best Regards, 
Brion Saathoff 
2024-2025 President! 

       Happy Birthday! to  
anyone that has  

a birthday this month! 
May your day be wonderful! 
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Karen Rompot 

Hi Lunarfin’s family. My name is Karen Rompot.  I’m a native Texan who has a passion for 
diving.  As a child Santa, brought our family tickets to Hawaii for Christmas in 1982.  While 
there, my sister and I decided to discover scuba….  It was a beautiful day at the beach in 
Lahaina. We soon found out the conditions were horrible in the water. Couldn’t see much but 
sand stirred up by the surf as I held onto my dive master.  During that experience, I discovered 
I loved breathing underwater. 
 
Upon returning to Kansas, it didn’t take long to motivate my entire family to get certified in a 
dark cold lake where you couldn’t see your hand in front of your face.   We immediately had a 
change of scenery in Cancun and Cozumel and discovered a beautiful underwater world of 
coral, caverns, and marine life.  We continued diving mostly in the Caribbean and Bahamas as 
a family of recreational divers.  
 
I had a bit of a surface interval moving around a bit for school and work in the east coast and 
Chicago.   In 2000 got tired of the ice and snow and moved to Houston Clear Lake and created 
a family.  2010 my son turned 10 became a diver and we resumed recreational diving           
career.  Now that my son is a grown adult, I have been enjoying liveaboards around the world. 
Volunteering with Moody Gardens dive program and diving any chance I can get.  Grateful to 
be joining the Lunarfins family of divers.   
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Our General  Meet ing —  South Shore Gri l le  
 

Be sure to check out their menu 

 

https://soshoregrille.com/league-city-south-shore-grille-food-menu  
 

May 21st., 6:00pm 

 

Come at 6pm—and order,  6:30—announcements & social    

Speakers start at 7:00 pm 

2800 Marina Bay Dr.  League City TX 77573 

Lunarfin’s Raffle — Let’s Make Some Money 

Prayers are still needed  

This is Peggy Widaman  Peggy lives in Ft. Worth, and she comes in   
every year for our Christmas  party and has been since Randy Widaman 
(her brother) passed away in 2021.We need prayers for Peggy, in late   
December, she called me from ER and they told her she needed to see an 
oncologist right away. Well, it’s taken this long to get her started on 
Chemo. Peggy has a mass in her Colon, and they have to reduce it before 
surgery. She has finished her 3rd round of Chemo, and came down so she 
could help out with HUFF. She is also getting a 2nd opinion with MD  
Anderson on June 4th. Bless her heart she has already lost her hair.   

Peggy PJ 

Lunarfins’s will be offering raffle items at meetings. Tickets will be very reasonable and the 
items raffled off will be interesting and worth having. The first raffle was a 16” x 20” print   
donated by Dennis Deavenport. It is mounted on foam board or Gator Board and ready to 
frame. Dennis is donating lots of his photo’s. Each month will be a great item. Bring a few    
extra dollars to the meeting to help Lunarfins make some money. 
 

Your friendly Board of Directors 

https://soshoregrille.com/league-city-south-shore-grille-food-menu
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ABCs of Fish ID 
Tuesday, May 14, 2024, 6-9 p.m. in-person in Galveston 

Thursday, May 23, 2024, 6-9:30 p.m. online 

Our fish identification classes focus on the top 40-50 tropical reef fish you are 
likely to see in Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary (FGBNMS). We 
provide information on body shapes, key markings, and coloration, as well as 
helpful phrases for remembering their names. 
 

This information from the REEF curriculum created especially for FGBNMS, will 
help you on dive trips to the sanctuary or reef locations anywhere in the           
Caribbean. If you want to know more about what you are seeing, join us in      
Galveston or online this May. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZmxvd2VyZ2FyZGVuLm5vYWEuZ292L2ludm9sdmVkL2NpdGl6ZW5zY2llbmNlLmh0bWw_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPUdvdkRlbGl2ZXJ5IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIy
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 Stanley Fontenot  

Natural Bridge Caverns 

Discovery Tour.  

 

I had an awesome time! 

I’m thankful I was able to 

get away and have some 

fun with family in San    

Antonio  
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Stanley Fontenot  

I received my Dry Suit Card yesterday! After some classroom lecture, pool work, and two open 
water dives at Mammoth Lake, I have my card. 

 

Diving in a bag is an interesting experience. Swimming through the water was a drag. Liter 
ally….. 
 

Lots of gear to move through the water. I felt I had a decent handle on how much air needed in 
my suit so I wouldn’t be squeezed too much vs the air in my bcd for buoyancy. 
 

It was nice to come out of the water after diving and be dry!  
 

I will need to dive more in my drysuit to get comfortable with it.  

 

I had an awesome instructor for this cert!!!! 

 

Huuummm what shall I do next…..  
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 Paul Cater Deaton  

Happiest of birthdays to this beautiful girl right here! - Happy Birthday, Monica! 

When I first met Fred 
Haise decades ago, he was 
more than an astronaut; he 
flew with the Tora! Tora! 
Tora! Squadron. I had the 
honor of having lunch with 
him today at the Lone Star 
Flight Museum for the    
induction of the Texas    
Aviation Hall of Fame class 
of 2024  

https://www.facebook.com/lonestarflightmuseum?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWVoLQCxViWtSZnChD2ARwG6g3hdL1N04zTkbYrXvYgKy8ur6xXXORpBfm6RVtK_UkLKuhskZH_ZI7sOGz6ZN0SJulSWaMcA_xGXeXlHSlXJqtsyFWZmFY_UnC76Lt9hBWpxDMpO1Xnr8L1WA5GAIKrSsMVXFkazTOG_X061mZ_FOGCShGLAXgcTfluUneWPJY&__
https://www.facebook.com/lonestarflightmuseum?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWVoLQCxViWtSZnChD2ARwG6g3hdL1N04zTkbYrXvYgKy8ur6xXXORpBfm6RVtK_UkLKuhskZH_ZI7sOGz6ZN0SJulSWaMcA_xGXeXlHSlXJqtsyFWZmFY_UnC76Lt9hBWpxDMpO1Xnr8L1WA5GAIKrSsMVXFkazTOG_X061mZ_FOGCShGLAXgcTfluUneWPJY&__
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 Paul Cater Deaton (Page 2) 

The cool thing about playing a starfighter pilot is 
that, now and then, you run into people who are 
actually going to space. Met these two at Lone Star 
Flight Museum.  

About a month ago, I had the honor of speaking (and screening some of my work) at Boston Sea Rovers 

and Beneath The Sea. They were back-to-back shows, so I just stayed in New England for 10 days.  

 

               Treated myself to a nice train ride from  

              Boston to NYC, stayed at a really cool  

              little hotel a block away from Times  

              Square, made pilgrimages to the Hard  

                         Rock and The Explorers Club and saw  

              Monty Python's Spamalot on Broadway  

              with my good friend Woody. Ended the 

trip               Chinatown, then stopping by the Stevie  

              Ray Vaughan art car at Houston Hobby  

              Airport on the way back home.  

https://www.facebook.com/lonestarflightmuseum?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZV0WF4eTXz8f0VTzFnJO2d4zCSFJMcoqmY9ewDC5L8xzjoW52vR5qt-6ycQofDWCMrJqEZ1ghR5g5N0DBYUXryqffKkIN9g8cs7PK7NoIoDoYWRKyNEFuJ0JntSFPXMpqD74USolTOnAduIH1f7HBkrVMZvnEsO7EqE683cl4C3fHRG8He0AdII8QggDNenJd0&__
https://www.facebook.com/lonestarflightmuseum?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZV0WF4eTXz8f0VTzFnJO2d4zCSFJMcoqmY9ewDC5L8xzjoW52vR5qt-6ycQofDWCMrJqEZ1ghR5g5N0DBYUXryqffKkIN9g8cs7PK7NoIoDoYWRKyNEFuJ0JntSFPXMpqD74USolTOnAduIH1f7HBkrVMZvnEsO7EqE683cl4C3fHRG8He0AdII8QggDNenJd0&__
https://www.facebook.com/BostonSeaRovers?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX6_d6H-PsUzRdkHFHquVOwUkcoIkySG-PZFKFzl0xNTdyGjhJlP3K7mpDQtUiiJOsDZ-I4IZv0wEcLen4mtv6kkeVGLs2x36vmVDcrLHqygrCmW0IFjTiu-xRUKfE4itHeTwUPIiPfhAxeLIWwaa3QApmt7em5_oYg2FI1OKnKdkRHlUtiPZG2bvCr_YjC5VE&__tn__=
https://www.facebook.com/beneaththesea?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX6_d6H-PsUzRdkHFHquVOwUkcoIkySG-PZFKFzl0xNTdyGjhJlP3K7mpDQtUiiJOsDZ-I4IZv0wEcLen4mtv6kkeVGLs2x36vmVDcrLHqygrCmW0IFjTiu-xRUKfE4itHeTwUPIiPfhAxeLIWwaa3QApmt7em5_oYg2FI1OKnKdkRHlUtiPZG2bvCr_YjC5VE&__tn__=-%
https://www.facebook.com/hardrock?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX6_d6H-PsUzRdkHFHquVOwUkcoIkySG-PZFKFzl0xNTdyGjhJlP3K7mpDQtUiiJOsDZ-I4IZv0wEcLen4mtv6kkeVGLs2x36vmVDcrLHqygrCmW0IFjTiu-xRUKfE4itHeTwUPIiPfhAxeLIWwaa3QApmt7em5_oYg2FI1OKnKdkRHlUtiPZG2bvCr_YjC5VE&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hardrock?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX6_d6H-PsUzRdkHFHquVOwUkcoIkySG-PZFKFzl0xNTdyGjhJlP3K7mpDQtUiiJOsDZ-I4IZv0wEcLen4mtv6kkeVGLs2x36vmVDcrLHqygrCmW0IFjTiu-xRUKfE4itHeTwUPIiPfhAxeLIWwaa3QApmt7em5_oYg2FI1OKnKdkRHlUtiPZG2bvCr_YjC5VE&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/TheExplorersClubNYC?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX6_d6H-PsUzRdkHFHquVOwUkcoIkySG-PZFKFzl0xNTdyGjhJlP3K7mpDQtUiiJOsDZ-I4IZv0wEcLen4mtv6kkeVGLs2x36vmVDcrLHqygrCmW0IFjTiu-xRUKfE4itHeTwUPIiPfhAxeLIWwaa3QApmt7em5_oYg2FI1OKnKdkRHlUtiPZG2bvCr_YjC5VE&__t
https://www.facebook.com/SpamalotBway?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX6_d6H-PsUzRdkHFHquVOwUkcoIkySG-PZFKFzl0xNTdyGjhJlP3K7mpDQtUiiJOsDZ-I4IZv0wEcLen4mtv6kkeVGLs2x36vmVDcrLHqygrCmW0IFjTiu-xRUKfE4itHeTwUPIiPfhAxeLIWwaa3QApmt7em5_oYg2FI1OKnKdkRHlUtiPZG2bvCr_YjC5VE&__tn__=-%5
https://www.facebook.com/sharkiteuthis?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX6_d6H-PsUzRdkHFHquVOwUkcoIkySG-PZFKFzl0xNTdyGjhJlP3K7mpDQtUiiJOsDZ-I4IZv0wEcLen4mtv6kkeVGLs2x36vmVDcrLHqygrCmW0IFjTiu-xRUKfE4itHeTwUPIiPfhAxeLIWwaa3QApmt7em5_oYg2FI1OKnKdkRHlUtiPZG2bvCr_YjC5VE&__tn__=-%
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 Cathy Strahan  

Well another dive trip is over, Costa Rica was fun. The diving was cold and murky, it was hard to get good 
photos. We saw a whale, some white tip sharks and felt a 5.5 earthquake! When my friend Liz and I went to 
the town of Coco Beach and were walking along the boulevard I thought we would see beach advisories on a 
bulletin board but instead we saw earthquake advisories!  
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 Justin Wallace 

Jr.  

Turned 1 years old 

in April 

      Louise & Fred Toole  

4/8/2024, viewing the total solar eclipse. We had 92% coverage and the clouds cooperated. 
The Cocoa & Cardamon chocolates, from a shop in Houston, were a cool gift that was saved 
for a special occasion. Lots of fun with our friends.  
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 Frances Boutin 

Cindy & Tom Reuland 

Congratulations! 

7 years of Marriage 



 

 17 

 True Stories Worth Reading 

     A 9-year-old boy's dream of a pet octopus is a sensation as    
   thousands follow Terrance's story online. 

       The boy's family in rural Edmond, Oklahoma, humored him with toy versions of an eight-
legged mollusk, but as Cal got older it became clear that only the real thing would do. 
 

The child's father, 36-year-old dentist Cameron Clifford, researched the possibility with a local aquarium store 
and before long Terrance the California two-spot octopus, also known as a bimac, was living in a watery     
enclosure at the family home southwest of Oklahoma City. 
 

"We really like to encourage our children's interests," said the older Clifford. "It's magical to see a kid embrace 
their dreams and bring them to fruition. Cal has been infatuated with the natural world and with marine       
biology since he was very little." 
 

A popular TikTok saga was launched with the father narrating the tale of Terrance the cephalopod, using a 
faux British accent  generated by the social media app. Eventually, hundreds of thousands of people were    
following. 

 
 Cameron Clifford via AP            Cameron Clifford via AP 
 
 

Within weeks, the tale took an surprise twist when it was learned Terrance was actually a female as it laid 
some 50 eggs that the family initially assumed were unfertilized. Several weeks after that, teeny                   
near-transparent octopus babies began hatching and were given names like Rocket Larry, Squid Cudi, Swim 
Shady, Jay-Sea and Sea-Yoncé. Cal had burst into tears at the family dinner table when his father first         
announced that the local aquarium store had told him adopting an octopus would be possible. 

 

Father and son together researched what was needed, deciding on a saltwater tank and water cycling system 
and ensuring they would be able to source food for the soft-bodied sea creature. 
 

The family's younger son Lyle and mom Kari also joined the project in their own ways. A family friend who is 
a reptile scientist has provided support and advice. 

 

While female octopuses usually die soon after laying their eggs, Clifford said Terrance remains alive four 
months later. 

 

Clifford said the family has gained much from the experience. 

 

"Aside from the physical, financial and emotional requirements of owning a species such as a bimac, you will 
learn a lot about yourself in the process," the Arizona-born Clifford told TikTok followers in his app-generated 
accent. "There's always some valve or seal that's not completely closed, and your storm-resistant carpet isn't 
rated for gallons and gallons of seawater. You'll learn that seawater and electricity don't always get along." 

 

"You will learn new things and meet incredible people and will learn that wildlife is magnificent," he added. 
"But most of all, you'll learn to love a not-so-tiny octopus-like Terrance." 

https://www.tiktok.com/@doctoktopus
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For those of you who do not have or read Facebook, I want to share a true story I read 
this morning. 
 
In December 1984, a group of 3,000 beluga whales were trapped by ice in the Chukchi Sea, near Russia. The 
whales were confined to small open water ponds surrounded by thick, impassable ice up to 10 feet thick in 
some areas. 

 

Without access to larger areas of the ocean, the whales had difficulty breathing and were at risk of dying. To 
help rescue them, an icebreaker named Admiral Makarov was brought in, equipped with a specially reinforced 
ice-breaking hull. The ship attempted to take the whales to safety by breaking the ice, but the belugas initially 
refused to follow. 

 

When the crew began playing classical music like Tchaikovsky over the ship's speakers, the whales finally 
began to follow the Makarov through the narrow open-water channel. This allowed 2,000 whales to reach the 
unfrozen ocean after a journey of almost 100 miles. 

 

The successful rescue effort lasted several days and was later dubbed "Operation Beluga." It was a massive 
undertaking that involved several countries, including the Soviet Union, the United States, Canada, and Japan. 

 

Credits goes to the respective owner ~ 
 
 

True Stories worth Reading 
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HUFF Pictures 
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Divers Alert Network 

FGBNMS 

14,000 Year Old Rhodoliths Discovered in 
FGBNMS 

 

Rhodo-what? Rhodoliths, also referred to as algal      
nodules, are rocks made of hard, crustose forms of algae. 

 

The word rhodolith is of Greek origin with rhodo- meaning rose colored and -lith meaning stone-- rose 
colored stone or red rocks! This is the perfect description for these important habitat builders found in 
the mesophotic zones of the sanctuary. Rhodoliths accumulate into beds and are associated with high 
levels of biodiversity. 

 

Rhodolith samples collected from 157–236 feet deep at East Flower Garden Bank and 338 feet deep 
at Elvers Bank were analyzed by The University of Alabama masters student Sarah Olmstead. Based 
on radiocarbon dating, she determined that these rhodoliths formed roughly 9,500 to 14,800 years ago! 
 

Why is this significant? Rhodoliths and their slow growth rate suggests that recovery from ecological 
damage would not happen over human timescales. Their long timespan and carbonate structure may 
also be useful for climate studies. 

  ·  

There has been much discussion in the dive industry about emergency exits on liveaboards. 
While we hope for smooth sailing, being prepared for the unexpected is key. 

If an alarm sounds in the middle of the night, swift action is crucial. Know your exit route 
by heart, even in darkness, and don't hesitate for anything. 

During the boat briefing, pay extra attention to exit locations, especially in sleeping areas. 
They might be tucked away, so familiarize yourself with them beforehand. 

Every second counts in an emergency. Skip the search for essentials by keeping a small go 
bag by your bed, packed with necessary meds, passport and travel documents, waterproof 
flashlight, whistle and phone. 

Each night, restock your go bag so it's ready to grab at a moment's notice. Being prepared 
means peace of mind, even on the high seas. 

Make sure your go bag is small (no larger than 2 liters) so it doesn’t impede your exit. A 
solid clip lets you attach it to your belt loop or lifejacket, so your hands remain free. A dry bag 
will float and keep medications and documents dry. A brightly colored bag will be easier to 
find if you lose it. 
 

An emergency evacuation is never expected but always a possibility. 
 

Read more here https://dan.org/.../travel-smarter-be-prepared-with-a-go.../.  

by Kyle Habecker 

https://www.facebook.com/DiversAlertNetwork?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZU3CuX9cF7SIK9BMxWGZbB4pml8rkl34nhWztY5Qmhm07V_LhnvsQxsnTiWgdqhlY8Gn248m2ewzaKzoFibWi7UfJ07hXAC3gyUIagnNF_hTbue4E3kPSpkuCfSMC3IFpDbPoiClynODJ415vi4T2I84HSFkGf85XQwHzyWNunFgmeEWzVpuJcpUA4SqZMbHxwQ74VX
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vc2FuY3R1YXJpZXMubm9hYS5nb3Yvbm90ZXMvP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1Hb3ZEZWxpdmVyeSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDA1MDIuOTQyNDQ0NDEifQ.wRYY9
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vc2FuY3R1YXJpZXMubm9hYS5nb3Yvbm90ZXMvP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1Hb3ZEZWxpdmVyeSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDA1MDIuOTQyNDQ0NDEifQ.wRYY9
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZmxvd2VyZ2FyZGVuLm5vYWEuZ292L2Fib3V0L21lc29waG90aWMuaHRtbD91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9R292RGVsaXZlcnkiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwNTAy
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZmxvd2VyZ2FyZGVuLm5vYWEuZ292L2Fib3V0L2Vhc3RmbG93ZXJnYXJkZW5iYW5rLmh0bWw_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPUdvdkRlbGl2ZXJ5IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQi
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZmxvd2VyZ2FyZGVuLm5vYWEuZ292L2Fib3V0L2VsdmVyc2JhbmsuaHRtbD91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9R292RGVsaXZlcnkiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwNTAy
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fdan.org%2Falert-diver%2Farticle%2Ftravel-smarter-be-prepared-with-a-go-bag%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0P6beyAZtW8JZBTep_8I0AfCftp4nYv5xAiWvAVUpNGyzCKL5RwWfDVVk_aem_AXIw-OMlppUcStQBzCnkquUZKU4QAo3Nzlfimd1l7aD


 

 21 

American Charitable Watersport Activities Foundation   

 

 

 

 

 

2024 Supporter Registration 

The “American Charitable Watersport Activities Foundation” (ACWA) was       

established by SCUBA divers on March 31, 2023.  ACWA is recognized by the 

IRS as a 501(c)(3) public non-profit charity.   Staffed by non-paid volunteers, 

ACWA’s administrative and donation support is provided annually by members 

of our community.   

Supporter Registration for the “American Charitable Watersport Activities 

Foundation” (ACWA) is open to Dive Clubs and Individuals who reside in the 

United States of America.  2024 registration is $20. 

 “Supporters” on record for 2023 are listed on a “Supporter Master List” and need not complete this form.  They 

continue their charity efforts with their 2024 payment of $20 to ACWA’s treasurer - Mark Leiserowitz (contact 

information listed below).   

New “Supporters” need to complete this form to provide ACWA with contact and IRS reporting information.  To 

join as an individual (must be a certified scuba diver, or a member of a dive club) - fill out the application below.  

Please print legibly as e-mail addresses will be utilized to keep supporters abreast with the charity’s status 

and your name as identified below, used in any future donation reporting required by you or the IRS. 

 

Dive Club _______________________________________________ 

or 

Certifying Agency: _____________________________ C-Card Number: _________________________ 

 

Make Checks Payable To: ACWA, c/o Mark Leiserowitz, 5205 De Milo Dr., Houston, Texas 77092 

Name: _____________________________________Phone / Cell Phone: ________________________ 

E-Mail: _______________________________________________________________ 

Signature: ____________________________________________ Date: ________________________ 
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2024 TGCC MEMORIAL  

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP 
 

 

The Texas Gulf Coast Council of Diving Clubs (TGCC) plans to award one College scholarships 
(1 @ $500) during 2024.  This scholarship is given in memory of Jack Allyn, John Anderson, 
Soodabeh O. Babcock, Randy Gray, Mike Griggs, Greg Grimes, Jean Himes, Anne Millioud, 
Clint (Dwight) Moore, Richard Mork, John Petty, Cynthia Ann Ramsey, Jackie Reid, Mary Lou 
Reid, John Ringrose, Wanda Roark, Peter Schmidt, Katie Springs, Margie M. Straight, Frank 
Strausborger, Michael Szewczyk, Randy Widaman, Ted Wimprine, Kenneth Young and Dick 
Zingula; deceased members of our dive community.  It is also awarded in recognition for 
support of the TGCC Scholarship Program by Rodney Dwire, Alicia Grimes, the Houston    
Underwater Club, the Houston Underwater Photographic Society, Linda Petty and Russell 
Ramsey.  The purpose of this award is to support the members who support the dive clubs 
in the Texas Gulf Coast area.  The award will be paid by TGCC directly to the college towards 
tuition. 
3 

Eligibility Rules: 

3 

Scholarship applicant must be a college undergraduate or graduate student attending college in 2024, or a high school senior that 
has been accepted to college in 2024. 

The applicant, the parent(s) (biological or through formal adoption), or the grandparent(s) of the applicant, must be an individual 
member of TGCC or a member of a TGCC member club with dues current in 2024. 

Application (see other side) must be received by the TGCC Donations Committee prior to June 30, 2024.  TGCC will review all   
completed applications on July 11, 2024. 

Applicant shall have the high school/college furnish a transcript of grades, courses and class standing. 
 

Scholarship General Guidelines: 
 

Scholarship decisions of TGCC are final. 

Scholarship winner is expected to keep TGCC abreast with his/her progress in college. 

TGCC reserves the right to not award a prize depending upon the number of entries and qualifications of the applicants.  

A personal interview with members of the TGCC Scholarship Committee may be required prior to awarding this scholarship. 

Confirmation will be by e-mail.  Make sure phone and e-mail data provided is current. 

TGCC is offering this scholarship as a reward to TGCC members, TGCC member and associate clubs or the children of these      
members to thank them for supporting TGCC's efforts in promoting safe sport diving.  The committee will take into      
consideration the applicant or applicant's parents involvement in TGCC and member clubs and/or the diving community 
in general throughout the year. 

 

Applications should be e-mailed to the TGCC Donations Committee Chairman: 

jfburek@consolidated.net 
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2024 TGCC MEMORIAL  

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP  

Applicant's First Name: _______________________ Last Name: _________________________ 

 

Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________________ 

 

E-mail Address: _____________________________ Phone Number: ______________________ 

 

High School: __________________________________________  Year Graduated: __________ 

 

Name of college to be attended in 2024: ______________________________________________ 

(Please enclose a copy of the acceptance letter, or current college transcript):  

 

Comments and information about the applicant's grades and academic performance:  

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Comments and information about the applicant's sports and/or other extracurricular achievements: 

TGCC Affiliation (member of TGCC or TGCC member club) 
 

Applicant                  Parent    Grandparent                (please circle one) 
 

Affiliate First Name(s): _________________________ Last Name: ________________________ 

 

Affiliate Clubs (TGCC, CHUM, HUPS, Lunarfins, etc.): __________________________________ 

 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Number of Years as member of the above named club(s): _______________________________ 

 

List any positions of leadership held by Affiliate: ________________________________________ 
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Lunarfins 
P.O. Box 57514 

Webster TX 77598-7514 
 

281-851-5206 
webeditor@lunarfins.com 

 
Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/687047211312336 

 

Website: 
https://www.lunarfins.com/ 

TGCC 
https://www.tgccdiving.org/ 

 

TPWD reefs:  
https://tpwd.texas.gov/

landwater/water/habitats/
artificial_reef/ 

 
 
 

This is the photograph that PeeWee won 

in the February Raffle. The Campanelli’s 

won a Rash guard, Turtle design towel 

and luggage scale in April. Each month 

there will be a nice surprise from         

Photographs, Blankets, a really nice     

coverup or towels, you just never know 

what we will find. So come and buy a  

ticket, it only takes one. 

mailto:webeditor@lunarfins.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/687047211312336
https://www.facebook.com/groups/687047211312336
https://www.lunarfins.com/
https://www.tgccdiving.org/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/landwater/water/habitats/artificial_reef/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/landwater/water/habitats/artificial_reef/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/landwater/water/habitats/artificial_reef/
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