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Women Divers & Hall of Fame
GAIL D. CHAPMAN
August 15

Gail Chapman, CDR, USN (ret), Ph.D., MBM, a highly published microbiologist for
the Navy, entered the Navy in August 1972 training first as a Hospital Corpsman and
then Laboratory Technician from 1973-1982. With a goal of becoming an officer, CDR
Chapman left active duty in May 1982 to acquire her BS degree in Microbiology from
San Diego State University, San Diego, CA in 1984 and her MS degree in Microbiology
from the same University in 1987 while remaining in the Naval Reserves where she was
promoted to Chief Petty Officer in 1984. After her commissioning in 1988 she served
as clinical microbiologist at the Naval Hospital Oakland, CA. She received her Ph.D. in
Microbiology from the University of California, Davis, CA in 1995. Thereafter, she
served as a clinical microbiologist and research scientist world-wide as well as a stint as
Officer-in-Charge of the Navy’s toxicology detachment at Wright Patterson Air Force
Base, OH. From 2009 until her retirement in Jan 2016, CDR Chapman served as the
Navy Liaison of Military Infectious Disease Research Program (MIDRP), assigned to
US Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery providing liaison to Headquarters, US Army,
Frederick, MD. She was the Portfolio manager for several drug and vaccine programs,
e.g. for malaria, hantavirus and dengue. In 2004, she received a Master degree in
Business Management from Colorado Technical University Online, Denver, Colorado.
CDR Chapman deployed to Camp Leatherneck, Afghanistan in 2012 as Senior
Researcher and Site Lead for the Joint Combat Casualty Research Team. CDR
Chapman has over 25 publications in the fields of disease surveillance, microbiology,
vaccine development and toxicology. Dr Chapman served on the Women Divers Hall of
Fame Board (WDHOF) of Directors from 2010 — 2023 and was inducted into the
Women Divers Hall of Fame in 2017. She served as Treasurer for WDHOF from 2019-
2023 and continues to provide annual reviews for the scholarship and training grant
programs. https:// www.wdhof.org/

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83674642772?
pwd=YUtDMkdGdkhzVHRIeFdwrfgTOpWL1hTdz09

Meeting ID: 836 7464 2772 Passcode: 076802

Lunarfins Board Meetings
are held every other month on the 2nd
Monday of the Month. Our next meet will be
on Sept. 11th, if you want to attend contact
Brion Saathoff at <brionsaathoff@icloud.com >
before at 7:00 PM.

Will be a ZOOM Meeting only
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Events Calendar

(Tentative plans)

Membership runs Member-
ship
2024 Membership dues are
Now being accepted from

April 1st, 2023 to March 31st
2024

“The renewal form and dues
payment is required as soon as
possible prior to April 1.

Please bring the form (below) to
the next meeting or mail it in.

Please fill in all fields completely
so that records can be verified
this time around.

Don’t forget to check your
interest (s) and if you want to
be included in the directory.

Aug. 15th — General Meeting — Gail Chapman — Women

Divers

Aug. 19th —Lunarfins Get Together — Topwater Grill, 5 pm

P. 5 815 Avenue 0O, San Leon, TX 77539 , RSVP- Mike Peters, Please
Sept. 11th — Lunarfins Board Meeting — ZOOM — 7:00 pm

Sept. 19th — General Meeting — Treasure of the Caribbean
Sept. 23rd — Beach Party — Texas City Dike — 10 am P16

Oct. 17th — General Meeting — Members — Tell your Oops!

Moment

Oct. Social — TBA

Nov. 21st. — General Meeting — Paul Cater Deaton — TBA

Nov. Social — TBA

Dec. 3rd. — Lunarfins Christmas Party— Opus Grill

ELECTED OFFICERS

Brion Saathoff
Ja Van Pruett

President
Vice President

Secretary Christi Dawson

Treasurer John Gorman

Social Director Mike Peters
APPOINTED

Media Manager Dennis Deavenport

Training information Bill Jones
Trip information PJ Campagna
Open

TGCC Representative Tom Burns

Advisor Dennis Deavenport
Advisor PeeWee Dwire
Advisor Mike Peters
Newsletter Ja Van Pruett
Website Tom Burns

Do you have
any ideas for

event or

Topics for
Speakers for

20247

Please share

them with

any of our
officers.




Lunarfins President’s Notes

Hello, My Lunarfins family,

I hope everyone had an exciting and adventurous summer, I know I was blessed
with checking off a bucket list trip. (Cuba). Now it’s time to look at a Late summer
or early fall MV Fling trip to the flower gardens. We have a great guest on August =
the 15", Gail D Chapman PhD. she is a Microbiologist and 2017 Women Divers | ./
Hall of Fame Inductee please join us at the South Shore Grille to welcome her. We
had a great time at Las Brisa with good food and great friends. Our next gathering will be at the Top
Water grill on August 19. At 5 pm it’s a big place with plenty of room. If you’re interested, I will be at
the Railean Distillery before then visiting with Kelly and her friendly staff at 341 5th street San Leon.

(s o

Don’t forget The Bay Area Divers. Scuba poker at Mammoth Lake. On August 26 from 10:30am to
2:30pm all the proceeds benefit the waves program for wounded warriors.

September 23 is the first day of autumn so I thought it would be a great day for the annual beach party
at the Texas City Dike. We had a really great turnout last year. I was thinking fajitas sausages and
bratwurst so earmark in your calendars and come out and join wus. TTFN.

For us old folks --TTFN is an initialism for "ta ta for now"

Have a great summer
Keep those fins up and your gear wet.

Best Regards,
Brion Saathoff
2023-2024 President!
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Welcorme FHorme?!
Mike Peters from a 14 Day Viking Towr

Mike Peters & his brother-in-law enjoyed a 14-day Viking Cruise of Europe, starting in
Amsterdam, Netherlands, and ending in Budapest, Hungary. The cruise included daily tours
that were guided by professional Viking tour, leaders, who narrated H site over radio
transmitter, headphones, to all tourists. We started with a visit of 16 windmills and the
Netherlands, and went on to the cities of Cologne, Koblenz, Miltenburg, where is Berg,
Bamberg, Nurenberg, Regensburg, & Passau, all in Germany. We went on to Melk, Krims,
&Vienna, Austria. our last tour was Budapest, Hungary.

We enjoyed beautiful weather touring all these scenic sites of Europe. I have included some

pictures from our trip for you to enjoy.
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South Shore Grille

Be sure to check out their menu

https://soshoregrille.com/league-city-south-shore-grille-food-menu

Aug 15th, 6:00pm

Come at 6pm—and order, 6:30—announcements & social

Speakers start at 7:00 pm

2800 Marina Bay Dr. League City TX 77573

Come for an
early dinner and
enjoy other
members

August 19, 2023
§ pm at Top Water Grill
815 Avenue O, San Leon, Texas 77539
We had lunch here before Covid and had a great time,
looking forward to another great time.

Please contact Mike Peters at MGPetershome@comcast.net or Kim Murphy at
kamurphy5717@gmail.com



https://soshoregrille.com/league-city-south-shore-grille-food-menu

THE ULTIMATE FLING
COURSE SPECIA

wgpﬁ@a" selec F“lm;;
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@uwmglc}
4 Course'BUnGlcRo S §m

Savings)

Courses Available:
+ Boat « DPV
« Computer Diving « Enriched Air

« Deep  Night D|V|NG

Dates Available: NIGHT &

July16-19 Sun-Wed 1 Dives § LIMITED
Sept.1-3  Fri-Sun  MDives | VISIBILITY
Oct.5-8 Thur - Sun 11 Dives ===

Oct. 27 - 29  Fri - Sun 7 Dives SIGN UP NOW!

Our retail partners at High Tide Scuba have rolled out a special deal for Fling divers who want to get
in some continuing education!

If you're a new diver, there's no better way to get out to the Flower Garden reefs than to come with a
dive instructor who can lead you through the training and the reefs!

We are especially pleased to offer DEEP certification at a DEEP discount for new divers. What better
place to complete your DEEP cert than the deep, BLUE, crystal clear waters of the Gulf of Mexico!

Check out the course offerings and give High Tide Scuba a call. They will get you started on the
academic parts and book you on the Fling trip too! You'll save a lot with their special pricing, but they
will also save you the 6% online booking fees.


https://www.facebook.com/htscuba?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZU-22oAVdDAcm-Dk148cQmNvH3DphJ4Ff7VmrKkZrJWb_nWs2SI_hfsXq8Ojr3QJaMbkjOBEqMoY6HUB5rtax4HtgremW0KFSm4dJhGN817aamfR4umgavhjZ-Xb4p8XqYYAyvHy1_mxWfeOaK4C8M5y5zN0UTSdEgl6itQ0F3EddTWs1wXjtctr5e-dMNvtOtyX_usRAHtXHtragp

Pending Events

Sept 1-3
https://www.hightidescuba.com/.../Sept-1---3-Ultimate...

Oct 5-8
https://www.hightidescuba.com/.../Oct-5--8-Ultimate-Fling...
Oct 27-29
https://www.hightidescuba.com/.../Oct-27--29-Ultimate...

About our Members

Stanley Fontenot

I went on two awesome rig dives out in the gulf on July 29th!!!!
Thank you, Craig and Jack with Texas Scuba Adventures, for an
amazing trip! I had a blast! There was a brief moment when I was
zoned observing the crazy fish activity. It was incredible! There
was a very slight current that pushed me away (not down) from
the area I was watching. At one point looked down and saw this
vast blue expanse that [ was over. I caught my breath and thought
“I’'m going down”. I stopped my brain and embraced the moment.
I was hovering in about 200 ft of water! It’s crazy to think that if [
went down 45 more feet, I run the rust going into convulsions due
to oxygen toxicity. I won’t go into science, but [ was diving on an
air mixture that has 32% oxygen. This gas mixture has a max
depth where it can safely be used. It’s around 109ft. Some charts
give you a 111t depth.

b

What an incredible thought!!!! I had so much fun, and I was thankful I was able to dive and capture the moment
with photos.



https://www.hightidescuba.com/shop/Travel/p/Sept-1---3-Ultimate-Fling-Course-Special?fbclid=IwAR1IZam39L5NNvXveOa0bdPdk_NE5sv_wCIT214YQKKrP8DHz-3oCDaN66k
https://www.hightidescuba.com/shop/Travel/p/Oct-5--8-Ultimate-Fling-Course-Special?fbclid=IwAR0DgaGtEBWqqoWPGFXUbrD1N3tzgiZr5y24yz7vEibHqX0zt6BX85jVARw
https://www.hightidescuba.com/shop/Travel/p/Oct-27--29-Ultimate-Fling-Course-Special?fbclid=IwAR3_1vKmUGEobz1O-dOCJjGCY5c7XjN3jeTbxwdcx6WVbrZ0w96arYoXpTo

About our Members (Continued)

Christine Thai Sanders is with Bob Sanders at Boundary

The Sanders -- Just got back from Kimi’s Northern Tier Scouts BSA trip June 25 - July 3 to
The Boundary Waters. 35 Lakes, 47 portages, 83 miles in the remote backcountry. Amazing
trip



https://www.facebook.com/christine.t.sanders?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVGw1Da99klW6BZUgQJ3K86GKfYeEhW6lKarkOem-teVpS5b-4GDSFuiQA4eEE_CgcpuW94RplMdP1lVJXQS_IfHk0IxA6sL41t7BRJiQq3ZhzZJkXlEeUcLmRFo80LEvchCGwpn705_hGrjDHzmawe32N2C8c-iO8W00sRZLQUyZWsAH3U0Ucwio0a3Wav77Q&__t
https://www.facebook.com/bob.sanders.96199344?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVGw1Da99klW6BZUgQJ3K86GKfYeEhW6lKarkOem-teVpS5b-4GDSFuiQA4eEE_CgcpuW94RplMdP1lVJXQS_IfHk0IxA6sL41t7BRJiQq3ZhzZJkXlEeUcLmRFo80LEvchCGwpn705_hGrjDHzmawe32N2C8c-iO8W00sRZLQUyZWsAH3U0Ucwio0a3Wav77Q&__
https://www.facebook.com/Boundary-Waters-Canoe-Area-Wilderness-105594609473283/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVGw1Da99klW6BZUgQJ3K86GKfYeEhW6lKarkOem-teVpS5b-4GDSFuiQA4eEE_CgcpuW94RplMdP1lVJXQS_IfHk0IxA6sL41t7BRJiQq3ZhzZJkXlEeUcLmRFo80LEvchCGwpn705_hGrjDHzmawe32N2C8c-iO8W

About our Members (Continued)

Stanley Fontenot and JC Andrewes

This small lake in Utopia Texas was interestingly fun!!! The haze on the bottom of the lake is
a layer of suspended silt. The turtle was not harmed in the taking of her picture. I got to geek
out over some aquatic carnivorous plants. The little yellow flowers in the last few pictures are
a species of utricularia.

We tried to dive Lake Medina but that sucker is almost dried up. It’s down to 4.7 percent
capacity. Wow! We talked with some locals about the lake. Many local places are out of
business.




About our Members (Continued)

Candace, Bert and Joe Campanelli were in Grand
Cayman recently.

So Glad you guys had a great trip and so glad you are all home.




About our Members (Continued)

Paul Cater Deaton

It was an interesting weekend. Friday, evening, July 28th brought another remarkable performance of
“Star Wars - A New Hope” by the Houston Symphony, while the film was screened above them. The
Academy Award winning score by Maestro John Williams is intricate and elegant enough just to hear
it, but actually watching it unfold brings it to stratospheric levels.

Then, on Saturday, I flew to Dallas to be part of Alejandro Cabrera’s “In the Lone Star Wars State”

documentary. They had built a cantina set and we were transported to a galaxy far away. The black
and white photo is included as a throwback to 1977, when the first film was made.

I never get tired of visiting Space Center Houston. We have a membership, which allows me
to go whenever I am in Nassau Bay and have enough time between film shoots.



https://www.facebook.com/houstonsymphony?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVqb3KKPu7Ht5i_TnCBT3g1ihO1thCbbrC0-bsDAk1qArLDP8G4UqKndhmRg7oNzEL0qUdcr_M6UQoZ9Ffs73BlO_uUF8Q7zalMI-D8V-keM32zbdNqHKRI0j0tD8wCpC-yU3jduNJCBIc6UXi1HAvho7moIyEJXHRm7O1vTJOwomBVplS5ZAbkuDzvEYCB1aE&__tn__=
https://www.facebook.com/alejandro.cabrera.779?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVqb3KKPu7Ht5i_TnCBT3g1ihO1thCbbrC0-bsDAk1qArLDP8G4UqKndhmRg7oNzEL0qUdcr_M6UQoZ9Ffs73BlO_uUF8Q7zalMI-D8V-keM32zbdNqHKRI0j0tD8wCpC-yU3jduNJCBIc6UXi1HAvho7moIyEJXHRm7O1vTJOwomBVplS5ZAbkuDzvEYCB1aE&_
https://www.facebook.com/SpaceCenterHouston?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWaTsipX-zM617q0RJVm3b5Azpn6EPDfQO1cNhhuzMTKY-EPrz0hbL3eNAUUrtwPcDoQgZNbdNDDvPWxiKNUirhLHAmumeVKzw9spcABLAw3o6cglWTTTqp7kpnEPVtyuu39DVM9rT542lvlpSViUsXaswkQUiOpVkA6zZyH08iogQW5hL9SvSHRu0SMmz64w4&__tn

About our Members (Continued)

Ja Van Pruett, your V. President and editor

For those of you who may or may not have known, I had surgery on the 28" of July to
remove what the Dr. Angela Adkins though was a small screw that was lodged in my left
sinus cavity that had gotten infected. It turned out to be a bone fragment that was left over
from surgery following a car accident in 1976. I am doing better than I thought I would.
Dr. Adkins rebuilt the left side of the nose, no more infection and I may have fewer
migraines. I do not have any bruises and I can breathe so much better. Thank you all for
your prayers.

Texas paleontologists discovered fossils of 30-foot prehistoric marine
lizard mid-summer of last year.

The mosasaur was a top marine predator 80 million years ago.
By Ariana Garcia Updated Dec 22, 2022 5:55 a.m.

S8 / file photo of a mosasaur jawbone. Paleontologists from the Perot Museum of
Nature and Science recently discovered the fossils of a mosasaur in North Texas.

Paleontologists from the Perot Museum of Nature and Science in Dallas
unearthed the fossils of a mosasaur, a 30-foot marine lizard that existed around 80
& million years ago, according to a report from the Dallas Morning News.

Starting in mid-July, scientists excavated parts of the mosasaur's skull,
lower jawbones and several vertebrae from its spine near the fossil-rich
North Sulphur River in North Texas. Stephen Kruse, an amateur enthusiast,
told the Dallas Morning News that he first came across a piece of the
creature's spine as he hiked near the river.

"When I turned this corner, he was just sitting there, coming right out of
the wall," Kruse said.

It's not the first-time mosasaur bones have been discovered near the North
Sulphur River. Ron Tykoski, the Perot Museum's director of paleontology
and curator of vertebrae paleontology, told the Morning News that during
the mosasaur's time, most of Central Texas was underwater.

The mosasaur, which Tykoski described as the great white shark or killer
| whale of prehistoric times, was a top marine predator that fed on turtles,
& sharks, and even other mosasaurs. "Imagine a 30-foot swimming point-
“ nosed Komodo dragon with flippers and a forked tail," Tykoski told the
“ Morning News.

In order to remove the fossilized bones from the creek bed's claylike rock, Tykoski and his team used picks
and shovels, as well as finer tools like probes and paintbrushes to remove remaining pieces of rock. They also
shot glue made of plastic and acetone into the bone cracks to prevent the fossils from breaking apart. The en-
tire process took about six days, the Morning News reported.

To read the entire story which is very interesting go to:
Fossils of 30-foot prehistoric marine lizard unearthed by Perot paleontologists (dallasnews.com)
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https://www.chron.com/author/ariana-garcia/
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/2022/08/02/fossils-of-30-foot-prehistoric-marine-lizard-unearthed-by-perot-paleontologists/
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https://www.facebook.com/christine.t.sanders?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVGw1Da99klW6BZUgQJ3K86GKfYeEhW6lKarkOem-teVpS5b-4GDSFuiQA4eEE_CgcpuW94RplMdP1lVJXQS_IfHk0IxA6sL41t7BRJiQq3ZhzZJkXlEeUcLmRFo80LEvchCGwpn705_hGrjDHzmawe32N2C8c-iO8W00sRZLQUyZWsAH3U0Ucwio0a3Wav77Q&__t

TEXAS NEWS — (CONTINUED) SENT IN BY MIKE PETERS

Highly endangered Gulf of Mexico Rice's whale found swimming
in Galveston

Less than 100 individual Rice's whales remain in existence, according to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric

Administration.
By Ariana GarciaUpdated July 26, 2023 6:12 p.m. A rare Rice whale was spotted swimming near Galveston

A whale on the brink of extinction was recently spotted swimming near the Texas

coast this week. Capt. Brandon Overton, owner of Cbandit Charters in Texas City, <<
was fishing for billfish with Nate Ressling, owner of Southbound Fishing Team,

when they sighted an extremely rare Gulf of Mexico Rice's whale about 100

miles south of Galveston at 12 p.m. on Monday.

— —

The pair were fishing in about 500-feet-deep water at the time, preparing to move to their next fishing spot when they
caught a "once-in-a-lifetime" glimpse of the whale. "At first I thought it was a huge turtle due to the fact that we
sometimes see some really big ones out there," Ressling said. "As soon as we got close, I saw water spout from its blow
hole and knew we had found a whale."

Overton said he was taking a nap when he heard Ressling yelling to him about the whale. "I definitely thought I
misheard him," he said. "However, sure enough there was one about 100
yards from our starboard bow."

A rare Rice's whale was spotted swimming near Galveston on Monday. . e e —————

The whale appeared skittish, moving further away from the boat every

time the fishermen would move closer for photos. Overton said there was '
no chance of running over the whale in the open sea, though the whale \
was wary. "Every time we would move within about 100 yards, he would

dive again," Overton said. "We decided to leave him be after about 5

minutes. It was an awesome and rare sight I will never forget." Photos “ g Sy N

and video of the whale shared by Overton depict its dorsal fin peaking out of the water briefly before disappearing

among the waves.

In an emailed statement, Lisa Belskis—a spokesperson for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA)—wrote that while the agency cannot confirm the species of the whale based on Overton's videos, scientists do
suspect the sea creature may have been an endangered Rice's whale based on its appearance, behavior, and reported
location. A species of baleen whale endemic to the northern Gulf of Mexico, Rice's whales are one of the most
endangered in the world, with less than 100 individuals remaining throughout the Gulf of Mexico, according to a 2016
comprehensive Endangered Species Act review. They are named after renowned cetologist Dale Rice, who first
scientifically recognized the species.

"NOAA Fisheries' most recent abundance estimate from 2017-2018 surveys in the northeastern Gulf of Mexico is
approximately 50 individual Rice's whales," Belskis wrote. "Most of Rice's whale observations have occurred in the
northeastern Gulf of Mexico in a region offshore of Florida between the Panhandle and Tampa Bay in waters between
100 and 400 meters depth."

Measuring up to 41 feet long and weighing up to 60,000 pounds, Rice's whales have three prominent ridges in front of
their blowhole and sleek bodies with slender and pointed pectoral fins. They are uniformly dark gray on top, but the
color of their . Their heads make up about one quarter of their entire body and they
have a broad and pointed tale with a strongly hooked dorsal fin located about two-thirds of the way back on its body.

In 2017, a visual sighting of a Rice's whale was confirmed off the coast of Texas in 225-meter water depth, Belskis
wrote. "Rice's whale calls have also been detected using acoustic recording devices off the coast and the central Gulf,"
she added. Its greatest threats are energy exploration and development, oil spills and spill response, vessel strikes, ocean
noise, ocean debris, aquaculture, and entanglement in fishing gear.

NOAA encourages boaters, anglers and others to report all suspected sighting of Rice's whales by calling
1-877-WHALE-HELP. "This information is valuable for helping us to learn more about this endangered species,"
Belskis wrote. "NOAA urges members of the public to observe marine animals from a safe and respectful distance, and
do not approach or touch them."
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https://www.chron.com/life/wildlife/article/texas-woman-beach-star-18204307.php
https://www.chron.com/life/wildlife/article/pink-dolphins-texas-18210536.php

Texas has numerous ghost towns that are ripe for exploring -- just remember to do your research
before you do. Some of those places could have actually been bought and become private property. If
you're not careful, you could be charged with trespassing. Having said that, there is one abandoned
Texas town where access to it is not that easy. Why? Because its at the bottom of a lake.

The story of Towash, Texas

Towash, Texas began around 1854. Folks started moving to the area to work at a wheat and corn mill
there. The mill was run by two brothers, Simpson Cash and James Harrison Dyer. The brothers got
permission to build a dam on the Brazos river so the flow of water could be directed to run the mill.

The mill brought in settlers to work but also became a place for social gatherings. This was due to the
amount of people that would us the mill. The wait times for use could be up to two days so those
people would socialize to pass the time. The mill was also used during the Civil War to have wool
carded to weave clothes and blankets.

This little town thrived because of the Dyer brother's mill. A post office was established along with a
church, a few stores, a blacksmith, a cotton gin and more.

What happened to the town?

In short, the railroad. In the 1880's, the railroad was built in Whitney, about 25 miles from Towash.
Throughout the following years, residents moved from Towash into Whitney. The deserted town
stood until 1951 when the Whitney Dam was built. The dam created Lake Whitney which engulfed
Towash.

Several of Towash's buildings still remain at the bottom of Lake Whitney about 110 feet down
according to many scuba divers. When lake levels are low, you can see some of the town's
foundations. You can also see some of the ghost town's foundations if you put in the
coordinates  31.922234,-97.343275 in  Google Maps and scroll in real close.

There are several parks and a state park around Lake Whitney now. It could be a fun road trip to check
out the lake and maybe throw in a scuba diving adventure while you're there. It would certainly make
for some cool pictures or video.

Read More: You Can Only Get to This Old Texas Town By Going Underwater |
https://1130thetiger.com/ixp/156/p/texas-town-underwater/?
utm_source=tsmclip&utm medium=referral
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Bay Area Divers * Diving
- Games

Scuba Poker . Prizes

Fundraiser * Food

Benefitting the W.A.V.E.S. Progrém
August 26, 2023
10:30 AM to 2:30 PM

Mammoth Lake, Lake Jackson, TX
Entry Fee* $15.00
$5.00 for B.A.D. members

*Park Admission not included
All contest entry fees and contributions will be donated to WAVES

\‘Q.MMO;&

Visit bavareadivers.org
for more information

m— Texas City Dike

Sept. 23rd @ 10:00AM

Hello everyone! Just a quick note to let everyone know about the Beach Party. It will be Saturday,
Eu'naﬁ"m’s is supplying water & drinks. Don’t forget to brink your chairs, umbrelllas & lunch
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Diving with Jess
Guided group trip to
Grand Cayman

S Come “Dive, Chill, and Dream” with us on the beautiful island of

=~ Grand Cayman. | have hand-selected Grand Cayman’s newest be-
spoke dive resort, Ocean Cabanas, and their dive team at Living
the Dream Divers for this guided dive trip.

We will be staying in stunning oceanfront cabanas. Each cabana is

a 2 bedroom, 2 bath with a shared living area, kitchen, lanai, and

dive gear drying racks. Each room is a king suite with a private en

suite bathroom. Accommodations are based on double occupancy

per room, and there is an additional single occupancy rate availa-
ble.

Living the Dream Divers specializes in small groups on big boats.
They have the best designed boats and the friendliest staff, taking valet diving to the next level! They will be taking us to the best dive
sites on the island, including the USS Kittiwake wreck and Stingray city*.

Boat dives include tanks, weights, towels, freshwater shower, and gear storage. You can also use their complementary dive computer,
mask, snorkel, fins, and wetsuit if needed. Regulators and BCDs are available for rent. We will also have access to unlimited shore
diving near the resort.

Included

e - 7 night stay in a beautiful Oceanfront 2 bedroom/ 2 bath cabana (double occupancy per room) with kitchen, living space,
and lanai

o 4 days of 2 tank boat dives, valet dive service, trip to Stingray City and the Kittiwake wreck*

o Unlimited shore diving near the resort

. Roundtrip airport and dive boat transfers

o Welcome Rum Punch Party

) Local Taxes/Resort Fees

Not included

e - Roundtrip airfare to Grand Cayman

o Meals

e - Qratuities

. Insurance: dive and travel

Optlonal Add-ons

. Nitrox for boat dives- $112

. Guided night shore dive- $100

. Rental car

o Rental gear

o Bioluminescence Bay Tour

. Courses: Fish ID, Nitrox, Advanced

Pricing

e - Double Occupancy Diver: $1,895.88 pp (base)
e - Non-Diver: subtract $379 pp from base

e - Single Occupancy: add $889.88 pp to base
Payments

e - $500 non-refundable deposit due to reserve spot (applied to balance)
e - 50% payment due by July 27, 2023

e - 100% payment due by August 28, 2023

*All dives are weather dependent
Sign up or reach out for more information by emailing Jess at divingwithjess@gmail.com or calling at 979.236.9430!

Jessica Lee
Owner, Diving with Jess
PADI~NAUI~DAN Dive Instructor
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2023 Get Into Your Sanctuary Photo Contest

Calling all photographers, regardless of skill level or experience, select your best photos to participate in the
2023 Get Into Your Sanctuary Photo Contest. We will be accepting submissions in the following categories:

Sanctuary Views

Sanctuary Life

Sanctuary Recreation

Sanctuaries at Home

Sanctuaries Around the World
The newest category, Sanctuaries Around the World, should provide lots of opportunities for divers to submit
photos. But, don't forget to take some in Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary too!

For full details, please visit the photo contest webpage.
Submit your photos until Monday, September 4, 2023.
SOURCE: Office of National Marine Sanctuaries

How Digital Photography Enhances Fish |ID

Dr. Christy Pattengill-Semmens, REEF Co-Executive Director of Science and Engagement, recently attended
the 2023 Citizen Science Association Conference to share information about the Volunteer Fish Survey Project
(VFSP). The semi-annual conference brings together a wide variety of practitioners, volunteers, academics,
educators, and more, to share ideas and insights, and to forge stronger relationships and practices across the
field.

Christy presented a poster that explored how modern digital photography has not only enriched dives under-
water, but has also drastically improved efforts in citizen science, most notably fish identification.

See Poster & learn more: https://www.reef.org/news/enews/making-it-count-july-2023/reef-attends-citizen-science-association-
conference?utm_medium=email&utm_source=GovDelivery

REEF Florida Keys Lionfish Derby & Festival

September 7-10, 2023

The event includes two days to collect as many invasive lionfish as possible, followed by a family-friendly
ionfish festival hosted at the picturesque Postcard Inn Beach Resort & Marina in Islamorada. The festival is
open to the public and features lionfish tastings, drink specials, educational demonstrations, games, interactive
booths from environmental vendors, live music, and more. Visit www.REEF.org/derby for all the details.

Teams of two to four people may register to compete in the derby. Be sure to sign up soon to take advantage of
the early bird rate of $75 per team, available until August 10. Registration is available online here. You can
also stay up to date on derby info and connect with other teams by joining the REEF Invasive Lionfish
Facebook Group.

This event is made possible thanks to the generous support of sponsors, including Ocean Conservancy, Ocean
Reef Conservation Association, Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission, TRIAD, Mesara
Foundation, Sharkey's Pub & Galley Restaurant, and Postcard Inn Beach Resort & Marina, with advertising
support from the Monroe County Tourist Development Council. Thank you to all sponsors for your support of
REEF Invasive Species Program!
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American Charitable Watersport Activities Foundation

R J

&£ A

N~ —

ACWA
2023 Supporter Registration

Supporter Registration for the “American Charitable Watersport Activities
Foundation” (ACWAF) is open to Dive Clubs and Individuals who reside in the
United States of America. This 2023 payment is made to the Texas Gulf Coast
Council of Diving Clubs (TGCC) to support the incorporation and nonprofit
application process of a new 501(c)(3) organization. 2023 Registration also
indicates your current intent to support this new organization for the foreseeable
future.

Our Purpose: This nonprofit corporation is organized and operated exclusively for charitable

purpose within the meaning of Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal revenue Code. Its charity awards
and function are intended to:

. Encourage and promote education in the watersport community
. Encourage or increase safety
. Support the conversation and appreciation of marine biological resources, the

marine and coastal environments

. Perform 501(c)(3) public nonprofit actions that support the watersport communities
and the environments that they utilize.

. The work of the corporation shall not be for profit. No dividend, compensating or part
of the income of the corporation is to be distributed to its directions or officers. The
corporation shall not attempt to influence, or participate in, or intervene in any political
campaign.

To join as an individual (must be a certified scuba diver, or a member of a dive club) - fill out the

application. Please print legibly as e-mail addresses will be utilized to keep supporters abreast with

the charity’s status and your name as identified below, used in any future donation reporting

required to confirm your support of ACWAF. Once officially formed, it is anticipated that the annual
Supporter Fee for the new organization will be $20.

L 1915
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The Texas Gulf Council of Diving Clubs (TGCC or Council)
2023 Report

By Frank Burek

Founded in 1963 to protect the right of divers to pursue their sport, the
TGCC is celebrating its 61* year of service to the diving public. The
TGCC is a membership of clubs and individuals whose overall objectives
are to share their diving experiences, improve themselves and grow their
community.

Memberships in the TGCC is open to Dive Clubs and Individuals from Texas and surrounding States.
TGCC’s Purpose and Objectives:

To defend and advance the legal rights and privileges of all divers through appropriate State and Federal
legislation.

To encourage, and promote cooperation and water safety among all divers, member and non-member clubs.

To monitor and keep its clubs abreast with respect to Federal, State and Local proposed or enacted rules,
regulations and actions that affect them and their members.

To encourage and facilitate communication among its various member clubs.

To promote education in the dive community.

To support higher education for members of the dive community.

To provide recognition for outstanding contributors to the dive community.

To foster environmental awareness in the dive community.

To promote safe skin and Scuba diving.

To enable the individual dive clubs to participate jointly in the dive and local communities.

TGCC’s web-site (www.tgccdiving.org) is available to individual members and clubs to inform members of
community activities, as well as of news of interest from around the world.

TGCC has several award and recognition programs available to members. Those include our (1) Neptune
Award (for community educational participation and leadership), (2) Member-of-the-Year based on
contributions to the diving community, and (3) Lifetime Achievement Award (based upon leadership and
extensive involvement with the diving community).

The TGCC Memorial College Scholarship Program (MCS) which is conducted annually and available to
members of TGCC Member clubs, their children and grandchildren. Awards are based upon merit; the value
and number of MCS awards are based upon the Council’s budget. This award is given in memory of
significant members of our community who have passed on - Jack Allyn, Greg Grimes, Jean Himes, Anne
Millioud, Clint (Dwight) Moore, John Petty, John Ringrose, Michael Szewczyk, Randy Widaman and Dick
Zingula.

The TGCC is presently determining the feasibility and support of the diving community, for the creation of
a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. Its purpose is to provide the diving public with a tool to support the
educational advancement of divers; support our families; and impact science, research and environmental
conditions in areas where we pursue our passion for diving.

The TGCC Clubs Annual Awards Luncheon — Annually the TGCC member clubs join together to celebrate
another year of dive club service to the dive community. We review the events of the past year; the plans for
the current year; and present award the current service and outstanding performance awards to key members of
each club. Significant activities that effect our community are also covered - including the TGCC scholarship
program and the Houston Underwater Film Festival.
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divers who worked at the
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B The Best of Henry - And Much More
back then. The club
piﬁmﬁ?;fm%guﬂgw East Meets West
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El;['paining classes, local July General Meeting — July 20, 6:30 p.m.

dive trips and social
activities. Since that time,
membership has
broadened to include
anyone interested in
diving. The majority of
our members are in some
way affiliated with
NASA butthisisnota
requirement for
membership and we have
members from all across
the board. i

Lunarfins
P.O.Box 57514
Webster TX 77598-7514

281-851-5206

webeditor@lunarfins.com

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com
ogroups/687047211312336

Website:

https://www.lunarfins.com/

TGCC

https://www.tgccdiving.org/

TPWD reefs:

https://tpwd.texas.gov/
landwater/water/habitats/

artificial reef/
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If, you missed this meeting you missed a wonderful
presentation Henry’s pictures were awesome.
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About our Members (Continued)
X\

at Cafe De Monde In New Orleans.

A trip to New Orleans isn't complete
without beignets and coffee at Cafe
Du Monde in Jackson Square .

Candace Campanelli is with Randy
Shoemaker and Natalie Holley at The

Say a prayer for me Monday | am

Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion . having my gall bladder remouved.

My good friend Pete Hasbrook is performing with
Ringside Quartet at an upcoming show. They are the guest

SomebOdy palnted this rOCk to look quartet at the East Texas Men of Harmony a cappella
like a shark. Sent in by Louise performance "It's a Good Day" on August 12th, 2-4 pm.
Toole

If any of you live near or around Tyler, TX, this post is for
you!

Pete Hasbrook

- Qurbest.view. of the-eruption.was on the drive
to Keflavik

Bye bye Iceland— in Keflavik, Iceland
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Trips Offered by Dive Shops etc.

Captain Beard Charters
1011 Casko Rd — Freeport TX
captainbeardcharters.com/index.shtml

Island Dreams
10245 Kempwood Dr E119 — Houston TX
www.divetrip.com

Oceanic Ventures
5808 Newcastle Dr. — Houston TX
oceanicventures.com

OCEANIC VENTURES,

orovenar  INC,

g 7\3520 3483

REEF Trips
Dive Vacations That Count — Key Largo FL

reef.org/trips

RBEE

wan. RELF.ong

Texas Dive Center
364 FM 1959 #D — Houston TX
txdivecenter.com/

Gigglin’ Marlin Dive & Swim
4502 Almeda Rd — Houston TX
gigglinmarlin.com

oo MAXIMUM
\\_//

Maximum Scuba
134 Gulf Freeway North — League City TX
maximum-scuba.com

.‘ OutsideoAsyld\nn‘\
DIVING & TRAVEL
Outside The Asylum

15015 Westheimer Rd #H — Houston TX
otadiving.com

@sponr DIVER’S

Of Houston Inc.

Sport Divers
20814 Gulf Fwy #60 — Webster TX
sportdivers.com

LESAR Y
i 3 1

ADVENTURESU

Texas Scuba Adventures

2315 Mechanic St #120 — Galveston TX
texasscubaadventures.com
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