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Officers/contact info:

President

Gary Rasco 281-280-0718

Vice President

Randy Widaman  Cap10randy@comcast.net
Secretary
Tom Reuland 281-532-4334 home
tomreuland@earthlink.net
Treasurer

John Gorman  281-705-3555 home

Social Director

Dorothy Rasco 281-280-0718

Equipment Officer
Lamar Flanagan

hflanaga@aol.com
832-221-2452 - cell

Training Coordinator

Bill Jones Mr.Bill.Jones@comcast.net

Newsletter Editor
Fred Toole 281-532-1179 - home
fctoole@yahoo.com
Trip Coordinator
Tom Doolin 281-286-7492
doolin1@comcast.net
TGCC Representative

Tom Burns tmbrns@sbcglobal.net

Webmaster

David Melendez  rzrseg@gmail.com

Next meeting: Wed., March 9
Lunarfins, a non-profit club that
promotes the sport of scuba diving, is
hosting its monthly meeting Wed.,
March, 9, 7:00 pm, at Clear Lake Park.
This months program will be presented
by Greg and Alicia Grimes of the Houston
Underwater Photographic Society. Their
program will be a Power Point
presentation about the preparation and
final product for photographing an exotic
location. See article on Page 2

General Meeting Information
When: Second Wednesday of each
month at 7 p.m. Come early for social
hour at 6:30 p.m. Join us afterward at
Mario's in Seabrook for food, drink and
camaraderie.

Where: Clear Lake Park onthe  South
(lake) side of NASA Road One. Contact
Mike Manering at 281.483.2618 for
information

In This Issue

Events calendar
Club Elections
Upcoming Dive Trips
Training

Remember to renew your

member to get on the agenda.

Lunarfins Board Meetings are held the last
Tuesday in each month. If you have an issue to
bring before the board, contact any board

Membership
See article on page 3
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February Meeting

A few members braved the freezing
weather to attend the February
meeting. The guest speakers who were
coming from Kingwood rescheduled to
the March meeting to avoid the icy
roads north of Houston. Those at the
meeting enjoyed the snacks of
delicious Subway sandwiches Mary
Smith provided.

Photo by Polly
Swerdlin
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.. Events Calendar

March 9 Lunarfin meeting & Elections
April 13 Lunarfin Open House at JSC
April 27 JSC Spring Health-Safety Fair

March Program
Randy Widaman

Greg and Alicia Grimes with HUPS,
Houston Underwater Photographic
Society, will start their program with a
power point presentation about the
preparation that they go through when
starting out to photograph an exotic
location including their work flow
before, during and after a dive trip.
They will also show us their work flow
once they start putting together a
presentation like the one we will see
which is entitled, OBorneo, the wind
beneath the windO. They will include
their sources for picking the music,
Lightroom, Pinnacle and finally
Proshow. After the power point
presentation they will show the final
product and take us on their trip to
Borneo. This will include Sipidan,
Sandakan and the BorneoOs rainforest.
This is a program you donOt want to
miss!

- Election of Officers

In accordance with our constitution,
the Lunarfin Board appointed a
committee to nominate a slate of
officers for 2011. The President,
Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer,
Social Director, and Equipment
Officer are elected positions.
Members must pay their 2011 dues
to be eligible to hold office or vote.
The nominating committee is proud to
announce the following proposed slate for
the coming year:

President--------------- Gary Rasco
Vice President----- -Randy Widaman
Secretary---------- -Barbara Corbin
Treasurer------------ -John Gorman
Social Director------- -Dorothy Rasco

Equipment Officer-- --Lamar Flanagan

The election will be held at the March
meeting .

If you would like to review the duties
of the officers, go to our website at
www.lunarfins.com _ and click on the
OConstitution/By-lawsO link under the
OINFORMATIONO bar; then look in
the By-laws under OArticle Il
Officers.O -

Lunarfins
need you
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_NASA/JSC Health Day

. The Lunarfins have been invited

once again to be an exhibitor at the

- NASA / JOHNSON SPACE CENTER
SPRING SAFETY, HEALTH, &
ENVIRONMENTAL FAIR.

DATE -Wednesday, April 27, 2011
TIME B 10am to 1 or 1pm

SET-UP TIME: 8:00 a.m. b 9:30
a.m. (doors open promptly at
10:00 a.m.)

LOCATION - NASA/JSC Gilruth
Center

We have participated as a Club in
the annual JSC Safety & Health Fair
for the last 6 years B since 2005!.
The club will request a space for a
Lunarfins booth, but LunarfinOs

must provide the club info/

handouts for the booth, set-up and
tear-down, and organize the

staffing of the table. Space for the
fair will fill up quickly now that the
word is out. Fred T is organizing

the event. Please contact him,
fctoole@yahoo.com  if you can help
in staffing the Lunarfins table for
the JSC Safety & Health Fair.
Thanks for your continued support
of the Lunarfins JISC SCUBA Club.

2010 Safety- Health Fair
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Lunarfin Membership Renewal

February was the month for our
annual membership renewal. We
will be accepting renewals at the
meetings. If you prefer to mail in
your renewal, download a copy of
the membership application/
renewal from our website:
www.lunarfins.com . The renewal
form has to be completed yearly.
Contact Tom at:
tomreuland@earthlink.net if you
have any questions

April Meeting Preview

Annual Lunarfins Open House at
the JSC/Gilruth Center Pavilion

The annual "Lunarfins Open House
Meeting at JSC/Gilruth”  will be our
Wednesday, April 13th monthly
meeting. Please note the MEETING
LOCATION - GILRUTH PAVILION,
and EARLY START TIME - 5:00PM
(so folks can stop by on their way
home from work). As in the past,
we'll have hotdogs, beer, soft
drinks, and plenty of information
about the club and SCUBA diving
to share with fellow divers and
future divers all across the JSC
community. This is open to both
members and prospective
members. Members usually bring a
picnic side dish or dessert to share.
Remember, there is now a public
access gate to Gilruth Center from
Space Center Blvd. so everyone
can easily get there without going
through the main JSC gate
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Christian J. Lambertsen
Early SCUBA

The following article was submitted by
Ann Faget, (Courtesy Of "National
Navy Seal Museum -)

Dr. Christian J. Lambertsen, who as a medical student in 1939 invented a
revolutionary underwater breathing system used by the military in World War Il and
who later helped coin the popular acronym to describe his device and others like it -
scuba - died of renal failure Feb. 11 at his home in Newtown Square, Pa. He was 93.
Dr. Lambertsen, who had a second home on Maryland's Eastern Shore, was a longtime
professor at his alma mater, the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine. He was
an expert on respiratory physiology and diving-related ailments.

His 1939 invention, the Lambertsen Amphibious Respirator Unit, or LARU , s
considered a forerunner of the scuba technology used today.

In 1952, Dr. Lambertsen and a colleague wrote a paper for the National Academy of
Sciences describing his "Self Contained Underwater Breathing Apparatus,” which they
shortened to scuba.

Before World War 11, military divers wore clunky metal helmets that pumped

breathable air through hoses tethered to boats on the water's surface.

Dr. Lambertsen's LARU let divers swim freely and stealthily. It used pure oxygen and
was a closed system. Equipped with a carbon dioxide filter from anesthesia equipment, it
enabled the diver to re-breathe the air he exhaled while underwater, which made the
system bubble-less.

After the Navy rejected his device at first, Dr. Lambertsen demonstrated the LARU in
the swimming pool of the Shoreham Hotel in Washington in 1942 to the Office of
Strategic Services, the World War Il predecessor of the CIA.

Not only was the OSS impressed with the invention, the nascent spy agency saw great
potential in the young medical student, who was also an experienced diver

After he graduated from medical school in 1943, Dr. Lambertsen joined the Army
Medical Corps and was recruited to the OSS.

He helped train members of a newly formed OSS maritime unit in the use of his
underwater breathing system in the pool at the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis.

One of the men Dr. Lambertsen trained was able to swim more than a mile

underwater in the Potomac River and remain submerged for 48 minutes

Dr. Lambertsen's device was further tested in Operation Cincinnati, in which OSS
swimmers clandestinely infiltrated the heavy defenses of the U.S. Navy harbor at
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and blew up an old barge.

The mission was a resounding success, a top-secret government report later
concluded, because "Navy sound detection gear did not reveal the presence of
underwater swimmers.O

In 1943, Jacques Cousteau and another French diver invented an improved scuba
system called the "Aqua-Lung," which let swimmers dive deeper and stay underwater
longer . continued
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Dr. Lambertsen was deployed during World War 1l to Burma, where he worked
with OSS units on underwater infiltration and espionage missions. Maj. Gen.
William J. Donovan, the leader of the OSS, awarded him the Legion of Merit.
In 1948, he began training the Navy's elite underwater demolition teams, the
precursor of the Navy SEALS, to use the LAUR system.

During one training exercise near St. Thomas in the U.S. Virgin Islands, Dr.
Lambertsen and another swimmer made the first exit and re-entry from a

submarine.

In the 1950s and 1960s, collaborating with the J.H. Emerson Co., Dr. Lambertsen
developed an advanced version of his underwater breathing system. It was used by

Navy special operations units until the 1980s.

In 2009, Dr. Lambertsen received the distinguished service award from the OSS

Society, which honors the old intelligence service.

Presenting the award, Adm. Eric Olson, commander of the U.S. Special Operations
Command, said Dr. Lambertsen and his LARU enabled the OSS to conduct

"previously impossible missions.O

In his later years, Dr. Lambertsen enjoyed spending time at his waterfront home in
Bozman, Md., where he raised cattle, kept honeybees and grew tomatoes, apples

and pears.

Member-Sponsored Trips

BILL JONES 10t ANNUAL
COZUMEL- VACATION
2011
Staying at the fabulous
Hotel Cozumel & Resort

Aug 1, 5 Days, 4 Nights approx. $699
or
Aug 1, 8 Days, 7 Nights approx $925
Group Package Price Includes:
Air Fare, Ground Transportation, Hotel
Accommodations
ALL YOU CAN EAT AND DRINK
Including Soft Drinks, Beer, Wine,
Cocktails, Mixed Drinks, Umbrella Drinks,
Specialty Drinks, Shots, and High Balls
All Taxes, Exit Fees, and Gratuities
DIVING AVAILABLE BUT NOT INCLUDED
Email Mr.Bill.Jones@comcast.net for details

Training
Classes are offered by Lunarfin member

instructors

Next Scuba Class
will begin:
Open Water Diver (Beginner Classes)
May 6, 2011, 6:00pm to 10:00pm
NASA/Clear Lake Area

We will be in Huntsville at Blue Lagoon
2, Site 2 May 14 & 15 for Open Water
Certification .

Email Bill if you want to do Advanced
Classes, Nitrox EANXx, Rescue,
Refreshers, and Specialties. You can
do those at Blue Lagoon 2, Site 2. You
are welcome to join us to just party or
try out your Scuba gear.

Email Mr.Bill.Jones@comcast.net




